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Alberta Wheat Commission 

A leadership position is inspiring to hold, but 
there is so much more to it than that. The Alberta 
Wheat Commission (AWC) is leading the wheat 
industry forward in a time of major transition, 
but it’s the strength of our people – our board 
members, regional representatives and staff, who 
make it possible.

During the winter season, AWC is busy with 
regional meetings across the province. These 
meetings are an opportunity to update our 
members on the year’s activities, as well as 
welcome new board members and regional 
representatives, and thank those who have served 
in those positions. In two short years, we have 
developed a strong group of farm leaders in board 
and rep positions who have already made a great 
impact on our industry. 

AWC has played a large role in shaping the 
direction of rail transportation through our 
involvement with the Canada Transportation Act 
(CTA) review as well as our investment in the Ag 
Transport Coalition. Transportation has remained 
one of our policy priorities, and will continue as 
we work toward our goal of reciprocal penalties, 
meaning that both railways and grain companies 
would be equally responsible for the movement of 
our commodity or face financial consequences.

We have entered our second year of New Crop 
Missions. This year, they are being conducted in 
collaboration with Canadian International Grains 
Institute (Cigi), Canadian Grain Commission 
(CGC), Cereals Canada and other provincial 
wheat commissions and grain handlers. Our 
ultimate goal for this “Team Canada” approach 
is to continue enhancing the competitive edge of 
wheat in our international markets, while driving 

our internal research and market development 
priorities. 

We have come a long way in developing both 
our policy and grower relations and extension 
program areas since last year, and we continue 
to communicate the value of your check-off 
investment, find our place in the consumer 
market, and grow our brand.   

But all of these accomplishments began with 
strong leadership, starting with our board 
and reps and filtering down to our staff and 
management. The Alberta Wheat Commission 
has taken an integral role in the formation of 
Cereals Canada, chaired by AWC board member, 
Greg Porozni. We are also fortunate to have AWC 
director Gary Stanford serving as president of 
Grain Growers of Canada, our national policy 
voice. But all of our board members have unique 
merits, diverse opinions, and all of them have 
the ability to affect change. And they can affect 
change not only within their region, but in the 
industry at large for decades to come. 

This industry is changing – the transition from 
the single desk powers to the free market is not 
over. There are still decisions to be made, policy 
to affect, market development programs to build, 
and so much more. This is only the beginning, 
but I want to sincerely thank the forward-thinking 
leaders of AWC for filling that leadership void 
in our industry. And to our members, if you’re 
looking to play a role in affecting change, please 
consider putting your name forward for a director 
or regional representative position for our 
elections next year. 

There have been rumblings in recent months 
about Canada’s reputation for quality being 
in question in our key wheat export markets. 
Some of this has been a backlash from the 
transportation backlog of last winter and 
some has been related to gluten-strength 
issues with certain varieties of Canada 
Western Red Spring Wheat (CWRS). In 
other cases, it has been a continuation of 
the debate over the end of the Canadian 
Wheat Board (CWB) single-desk. 

At a recent grains industry conference in 
Winnipeg, Derek Sliworsky of Prima Group, 
a Singapore-based milling and processing 
company, argued that Canada’s reputation 
for quality has taken a hit in the post-CWB 
era.  Sliworsky, a former CWB representative 
in Japan, said his company has had problems 
with the quality of shipments coming out 
of Canada over the past two years.

So, what is being done to maintain Canada’s 
reputation as a quality supplier of wheat?

The Alberta Wheat Commission (AWC) 
has taken a leadership role in market 
development in co-operation with the 
Canadian International Grains Institute 
(Cigi), the Canadian Grain Commission, 
the Manitoba Wheat and Barley Growers 
Association and the grain companies. In 
November-December 2014, for the first time, 
all industry players participated in New Crop 
Missions to key wheat markets in Asia, 

Continued on page 2
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Dr. Michael Gänzle is a professor and Canada 
Research Chair in Food Microbiology at the 
University of Alberta. Given his title, he is 
probably not the first person you would think 
of to be working in the area of crop protection. 
Despite his penchant for sourdough breads and 
prebiotic carbohydrates, Gänzle is the principle 
investigator of a Western Grains Research 
Foundation and Alberta Wheat Commission 
funded project “Use of Antifungal Lipids in Crop 
Protection”.
 
The project, which began in the summer of 
2014 and is expected to wrap up in the spring 
of 2016, is hoping to reduce yield and quality 
loss in wheat due to pathogens like Fusarium 
graminearium (Fusarium head blight), Puccinia 
triticina (leaf rust) and Claviceps purpurea (ergot) 
using anti-fungal fatty acids (commonly known 
as ‘lipids’). These lipids are not unlike those 
produced naturally by plants as a defense 
mechanism. 

“Plant pathogens are susceptible 
to the fungicidal activity of coriolic 
acid and related bioactive lipids 
and these compounds are known 
to be involved in the plant defense 
against pathogens”, says Gänzle. 

Gänzle and his research team discovered that 
these fatty acids, produced by microbes, could 
defend bread against spoilage moulds and plant 
pathogens, merging these two areas of science. 
This proof-of-concept study will see the fatty 

acid production scaled-up using enzymes. 
Gänzle, along with lipid chemist Dr. Jonathon 
Curtis and plant molecular biologist Dr. Nat Kav 
will apply the fatty acids to seeds and plants to 
determine if they are able to prevent infection in 
a greenhouse environment.
 
The anti-fungal lipids have an advantage over 
many crop protection chemicals in that they 
are biodegradable, excluding the occurrence of 
fungicide residues. The fatty acids themselves 
will be produced from oilseeds grown in Alberta, 
including canola and flax, adding another 
potential benefit to Alberta’s crop industry. If 
successful, the team plans on further scaling 
up their experiments. Further investigation also 
includes determining whether bioactive lipids 
act as signaling molecules to strengthen the 
plant defense against pathogens.
 
For more information on this project and others 
in Alberta Wheat Commission’s research 
portfolio, please visit albertawheat.com/
research. New information is posted frequently, 
so please check back often for updates. 

Europe, Latin America and the Middle East/
North Africa (MENA). AWC Directors Lynn
Jacobson, Greg Porozni and Kevin Bender 
were part of delegations on the trade missions 
to Asia, MENA and Europe respectively.

In AWC’s view, farmer participation in these 
missions is critical to our future success.  
They help us gain market intelligence 
necessary to understand our customers 
and the quality parameters they are 
looking for. This in-turn should provide 
better market signals back to farmers.

Second, it gives us an opportunity to showcase 
new wheat classes. CPSR and winter wheat 
are important crops to Alberta and were 
not promoted by the former CWB.
Third, it helps drive AWC research and 
market development priorities.  If we know 
what end-use customers are looking for, we 
can channel our investments accordingly.  A 
good example of this is AWC’s investment 
in a winter wheat technical support position 
at Cigi which was driven by feedback 
from last year’s (2013) Crop Missions.

New Crop Missions: Another 
way AWC is working on behalf of 
Alberta’s wheat producers.

Join the Alberta 
Wheat Commission 
for our Annual General 
Meeting during 
FarmTech 2015™

Meet with AWC Directors, Regional 

Representatives and staff to learn 

more about how we’re putting 

your check-off dollars to work.

This meeting is open to all Alberta wheat 

producers, no admission is required. Snacks 

and refreshments will be provided. 

Wednesday January 28th, 2015

Edmonton Expo Centre

Northlands Hall E 

11:30 – 12:30 p.m.

The Research Plot
Lauren Comin, Research Manager | 
Alberta Wheat Commission

Dr. Michael Gänzle (right), professor and Canada Research Chair in Food Microbiology at the University of Alberta
photo credit: Sharon Katzeff

New concept for crop protection started with…
a loaf of bread?

AWC research priorities are driven by 
specific industry needs and knowledge 
gaps. Producers are welcome to provide 
feedback with their on-farm challenges 
that could be addressed through AWC 
funded research by writing us at 
info@albertawheat.com.
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This past season blessed much of Western Canada with an above 
average crop. There certainly were areas that had their challenges, and 
yields didn’t match the bin buster that was pulled off in 2013. But total 
production of many crops was near historically high levels, including 
wheat, durum, canola and peas.

From an overall market perspective, perhaps of greater importance was 
the record large corn and soybean crops that got harvested in the United 
States. The supply / demand balance for both crops had been tight in 
recent years, which in turn drove the strong prices for nearly all other 
markets. But huge yields have allowed the cupboards to be replenished, 
with both crops facing a sizeable carryout at the end of the current 
season. 

This shift from undersupply to an abundance of stocks in these two 
important crops has implications for all the crops we grow on the Prairies. 
A heavy soybean market provides a headwind for all other oilseed 
markets, including canola. Bearish corn fundamentals affect all cereal 
crops, either directly in the case of feed grains such as barley, or more 
indirectly as corn acres get drawn into other planting options. So whereas 
recent years have seen crops fighting to gain more area in response to 
shortages, going forward the reverse will be true.

Given this environment of generally flat-to-lower prices and squeezed 
margins, growers need to be particularly vigilant in managing risk and 
taking advantage of attractive marketing opportunities when they come 
up. This includes being fully prepared for the upcoming 2015 crop as well.

The first step is knowing your cost of production. Perhaps not all expenses 
will be fully known this early, but it’s critical to have as accurate an 
estimate as possible. Only then can you truly know whether an available 
price makes sense for your operation or not. Often these opportunities 
can be fleeting, so being prepared ahead of time allows you to make a 
decision quickly and confidently.

Growers should also expand the list of potential buyers that they reach 
out to. The past few years have seen many new companies enter the 

Western Canadian field, increasing competition for farmers’ grain and 
opening new opportunities. This has particularly been the case for wheat, 
although numerous other crops have benefitted as well. Looking beyond 
the buyers that you have traditionally done business with could result in 
higher prices. 

Adding more tools to the risk management and marketing repertoire is 
also helpful. For example, more Prairie farmers are incorporating futures 
and options into their marketing plans. Each of the past two summers 
have provided opportunities for growers to secure attractive minimum 
prices with put options while not taking on an uncomfortable amount of 
production risk. This made it easier to ride out the sharp pullback that we 
saw during the fall. 

Alternatively, they’ve also been able to forward sell into favorable 
cash contracts and managed some of the buyout risk through call 
options. In either case, effective use of futures and options have created 
opportunities and increased flexibility in a way that is difficult to do when 
relying solely on cash contracts alone. 

The shift in global grain fundamentals means growers are dealing with a 
different market reality than what we saw for much of the past few years. 
That’s not to say the outlook is all doom and gloom – markets are dynamic 
and constantly changing. And even during periods of softer pricing, the 
normal ebb and flow of values will create reasonable opportunities along 
the way. But unless we see the kind of widespread weather problems that 
reduce future supplies in a meaningful way, it will take time to work down 
the current inventory in many key crops. 

Growers need to respond by being prepared ahead of time for when 
opportunities arise. This means plans should already be in place for 
marketing next summer’s crop. 

He can be reached at (204) 612-3160 or at Jonathon.driedger@
farmlinksolutions.ca

The Alberta Wheat Commission is pleased to announce our collaboration 
with Alberta Barley, the Alberta Canola Producers Commission and 
the Alberta Pulse Growers Commission in forming an association to 
better direct extension funding. We are calling ourselves Alberta Crops 
Extension, or ACE. 

ACE aims to leverage each of the commission’s extension dollars, 
ultimately enabling our extension partners to provide more inclusive 
programs and reach as many Alberta wheat growers as possible. 

Although all four commissions represent different crops and have slightly 
different extension priorities, all growers produce more than one crop 
(I hope) and our highest priority is to maximize information updates 
available for producers in a streamlined manner.  Also, many growers find 
it difficult to attend four different events; one for each crop. ACE funding 
will help our extension partners provide more inclusive programs. 

ACE is pleased to have received applications for extension throughout 
Alberta, and recently met to review the applications and decide on 
funding allocations. The Alberta Wheat Commission funds projects based 
on our priorities but in conjunction with our ACE partners. 

The current extension priorities of the AWC are:

• Management systems, advanced agronomy
• Sustainability
• Disease and insect management
• New variety demonstrations and class demonstrations
• New technologies
• Farm management and best practices

ACE looks forward to our inaugural funding announcement for the 2015 
extension season.

Get Started on Marketing Planning for the 2015 Crop
Jonathon Driedger, Risk Management Portfolio Manager | FarmLink Marketing Solutions

Extension Update: ACE is the Word
Brian Kennedy, Grower Relations & Extension Coordinator | Alberta Wheat Commission 
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The psychology of grain markets can be an interesting study (for some of 
us). Once a particular outlook has been generally accepted by analysts 
and the media, it takes a lot to dislodge that idea. That certainly seems to 
be the case for wheat, where the overriding opinion is that wheat supplies 
are burdensome and there’s little opportunity for prices to recover. The 
problem is that this view doesn’t necessarily square with “the numbers”.

At the time of writing, both the USDA and International Grains 
Council have been gradually raising their 2014/15 global wheat 
production estimates. Those increases have been giving the wheat 
market a bloated feeling. The chart below shows global ending stocks 
are increasing, but are still lower than 2009/10 through 2011/12. In 
reality though, traders don’t look so much at the absolute level of 
stocks, but whether they’re going up or down. What we’re seeing 
now for old-crop (2014/15) and new-crop (2015/16) suggests global 
wheat stocks could start shrinking again, relieving that heavy tone.

Even though most 2014/15 global wheat crops are in the bin and 
measured, there’s still a little uncertainty about total supplies. For 
example, most analysts expect the Australian wheat crop will end 
up smaller than the USDA has estimated. The same thing applies 
to the 2014 Russian wheat crop. Some reports out of Argentina 
have also suggests there could be problems with its wheat harvest. 
If these reductions start chipping away at global wheat supplies, 
suddenly the old-crop supply picture isn’t quite so burdensome.

The tighter supply scenario is especially the case for higher quality 
wheat. One feature of 2014/15 wheat crops in many countries 
(including Canada) has been poor harvest weather that has reduced 
crop quality. As a result, prices for higher quality blending wheats 
such as CWRS are performing quite well. The chart shows strong 
basis levels for spring wheat at the west coast, a clear indication of 
good demand for hard red spring wheat regardless of direction in 
the futures market. This strong basis has also translated back into 
very strong basis levels at country elevators in western Canada.

This strong demand for spring wheat has allowed Canadian exports 
over the first three months of the crop year to run far ahead of 
average levels and even ahead of last year. The price behaviour 
on the west coast suggests these heavy exports will continue 
and that would mean 2014/15 ending stocks for Canadian wheat 
will be sharply lower than last year. In fact, by the end of this 
marketing year, Canadian wheat stocks could actually be considered 
tightish. Again, high quality wheat supplies will be the lowest.

The early outlook for 2015/16 is also fairly friendly for the wheat market. 
Most wheat grown in the northern hemisphere is winter wheat, so the 
potential size of the year’s crop is now being established. In several key 
exporting countries, the early condition of the wheat crop is a little iffy. 

The Russian winter wheat crop is having difficulty getting established, 
making it vulnerable to possible winterkill. Some observers have 
suggested Russia’s winter wheat crop could be reduced by 20%. In the 
US, the winter wheat crop is starting off in a little worse condition than 
last year but it’s far too soon to draw any solid conclusions. Plus it’s also 
worth noting that dry and drought areas in the US have generally been 
shrinking in recent months, which could allow the crop to perform fairly 
well. In the EU, the early condition of the winter wheat crop is mostly 
positive, but again there are eight months to make or break the crop.

In summary, the difference between global supplies and demand of wheat 
is quite finely balanced, especially compared to the much heavier outlooks 
for corn and soybeans. As a result, it wouldn’t take a large glitch in 2015 
wheat production to change the outlook from comfortable to tight. 

While there’s no certainty that one of the global wheat crops will 
run into trouble, it remains a possibility that could provide a solid lift 
for wheat prices going into 2015/16. As western Canadian farmers 
are making planting decisions about spring wheat, we strongly 
encourage keeping one eye on crop conditions outside our borders.

Wheat Supplies Not So Heavy
Chuck Penner, Owner | LeftField Commodity Research
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When Jay and Sarah Schultz moved back to the 
family farm near Rosebud, they never dreamed 
they’d become so passionate about sharing their 
experiences in agriculture. The couple met at the 
University of Alberta, while Sarah was studying 
nursing and Jay was majoring in crop science. 
They returned to the Schultz farm in 2008. 
Along with a number of Jay’s family members, 
they now farm around 6,000 acres of hard red 
spring wheat, CPS wheat, canola and peas.

Jay and Sarah, now in their early 30s, are the 
proud parents of two boys; Braden and Ethan. 
The Schultzes have become known for their 
strong advocacy and support for agriculture. 
Near the end of her first pregnancy, Sarah 
created a website, www.nurselovesfarmer.
com. At first, she chronicled her experiences 
with early motherhood, and her personal 
thoughts. In February 2013, she began 
writing about agriculture and life on the farm, 
coming out as a staunch advocate not just for 
agriculture, but for biotechnology, scientific 
literacy and genetically modified crops. 

“We both have a pulse on what’s going on,” 
Jay said. “We‘re pretty active on social media… 
Sarah and I have a lot of discussions about 
the things we see. She does the work to write 
the blog posts, but she feeds off what I see 
going on, and then she goes and researches 
the topic. She’s not making any money 
doing it. It’s all due to our own curiosity and 
wanting to expand our own knowledge.” 

The Schultzes see the need to communicate 
with consumers, to fill information gaps left 
between farmers, consumers and scientists. 

“We encourage each other that way,” said 
Sarah, who works off-farm as an emergency 
room nurse in Strathmore. “I’ve been reached 
out to on Twitter various times, with people 
asking me for interviews about current things. 
I usually divert actual farming questions to Jay 
because I don’t feel comfortable with a lot of the 
specifics. We encourage each other; Jay asks 
me to take pictures if someone wants pictures.”

Jay, a Regional Representative for the Alberta 
Wheat Commission, also communicates 
through his Twitter. He creates farming 
videos that document yearly activities on the 
farm, while Sarah takes photos and blogs.

“I would encourage any farmer to take 
video. There are many companies that 
are wanting video from farmers. There’s 
nobody better to take pictures or videos 
than a farmer, because we’re out there 16 
hours a day, and you can capture those 
really incredible moments,” said Jay.

This year, he was featured in a series of 
articles in The Globe and Mail, while Sarah 
was featured in The Calgary Herald and on 
CBC radio and Radio 770 in Calgary. 

Through Twitter and Instagram, Sarah became 
involved in the Aggie Days social media 
committee, which became a really positive 
experience for her. Through her involvement 
with the Canadian Canola Growers Association, 
she attended the Food Bloggers of Canada 
Conference in Vancouver this past October.

As the couple has continued to ag-vocate 
and share information about the industry, 
their passion for agriculture has grown. 

“One of the things that Jay always says is 
that teaching people about the farm and 
sharing our farm story is a passion that 
we never knew we had,” said Sarah. 

Alexis Kienlen is an Edmonton based journalist and 
the author of three books. www.alexiskienlen.com

Like so many stakeholders in the Western Canadian grain industry, the 
Alberta Wheat Commission recognizes a serious need for better market 
information in the post-CWB era. This is a problem for the whole market - 
it isn’t just about wheat. But the AWC has taken the lead by identifying the 
problem, developing potential solutions and taking action. 

With CWB grains, it didn’t matter - you got what you got. The deregulation 
of the CWB created a new and urgent need for accurate and timely 
information on price, movement, transactions and industry reports. That is 
to say, any information which has an impact on the market. 

Price transparency is a good example. Futures exchanges only show part of 
the value. Physical or “cash grain” market prices are much more difficult to 
discover. Commodities without a futures contract like peas, lentils, flax, etc. 

are difficult to value. And crops using U.S. based futures like oats and spring 
wheat are challenged with currency and price correlation issues. 

Better cash grain price discovery will provide improved information on the 
underlying markets and is needed to support the functionality and price 
relevance of existing but under-utilized futures contracts like ICE’s spring 
wheat, durum and barley contracts.

Movement to the increasingly important US market is another example.  
Although record amounts of wheat, canola and other crops are being 
shipped to the US, there is no effective information source providing data 
on these exports until months after the fact.  This is not good enough if 
you’re making marketing decisions today.

Contiuned on page 6

Life on the Farm with Jay and Sarah Schultz
Alexis Kienlen

Canada’s Grain Markets Need Improved Market Information and Price Transparency
Russ Crawford | Risk Management Consultant, Vice President | FARMCo Ltd.
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Policy Program Update: 
Fusarium in Alberta: Is the province’s 
current zero tolerance policy 
threatening wheat production? 
Erin Gowriluk, Government Relations & Policy Manager 

Fusarium graminearum (Fg) is well-established 
in southern Alberta, and spreading to 
central and northern Alberta. In fact, testing 
conducted by BioVision Seed Labs in 2013 
detected Fg in 34 percent of wheat samples 
in the 403 area code and in 17 percent of 
wheat samples in the 780 area code, with 
an infection range of 0.5 – 5 percent. 

Earlier this year, Barrhead-Morinville-Westlock 
MLA Maureen Kubinec introduced a Private 
Member’s Bill to amend Alberta’s Agricultural 
Pests Act to declare that Fg “shall not be deemed 
to be a pest or nuisance unless it is found at a 
concentration of greater than 0.5 percent in any 
plant, seed, crop, vegetation or other matter.”  

Bill 201 passed second reading and was 
referred to the Legislative Assembly’s 
Standing Committee on Resource 
Stewardship for review on March 10, 2014. 

The Bill proved to be relatively controversial 
as submissions to the Standing Committee 
reflected a wide range of opinions. Several 
stakeholders including the Alberta Wheat 
Commission (AWC), the Alberta Seed Growers 
Association, SeCan and Syngenta, indicated the 
current zero tolerance policy is likely unrealistic 
and places Alberta farmers at a competitive 
disadvantage. Guidelines in neighbouring 
Saskatchewan suggest that seed with up to 
a 5 percent rate of infection is safe to plant 
(with a recommendation that seed treatments 
be used at levels greater that 2-3 percent).  

AWC Director Kevin Auch farms just outside of 
Carmangay, Alberta.  This fall Auch harvested 
over 600 acres of durum as part of an AC 
Navigator contract with Viterra.  Auch says 
Alberta’s current zero tolerance policy is 
going to dramatically affect his farm.  “I was 
informed that there will likely not be a Navigator 
contract next year because it is becoming 
more difficult, if not impossible to source 
fusarium- free seed. This is going to severely 
hinder southern Alberta durum production.”  

Auch believes that effective seed treatments 
are available to address Fg and that the current 
policy in Alberta is an unnecessary burden on 
the industry. “It will succeed in curbing durum 
production in the short term, and I fear lead to 
unnecessary reductions of all wheat production 
in Alberta if the legislation is not amended to 
allow use of seed with low levels of infection.” 
Todd Hyra, Western Canadian Business 
Manager with SeCan agrees and would like to 
see Alberta farmers have the ability to choose.  
Secan supports a regional approach to Fg 
management in the province. Hyra indicated 
that while some farmers may have Fg free farms, 
their neighbours may not. By giving farmers 
the flexibility to effectively manage the disease, 
Hyra believes that Fg can be mitigated through 
the use of seed treatments and fungicides 
and recommends that farmers also consider 
planting varieties with improved tolerance 
to fusarium. By choosing a variety with the 
best genetic resistance available and coupling 
this with a well managed fungicide and seed 

treatment program, producers will have the best 
chance to reduce the impact on their farm.   

Hyra also indicated that farmers’ ability to access 
new, innovative varieties is at risk in Alberta. 
“The current zero tolerance policy for Fg can 
cause the greatest harm during the launch 
of a new product, when there is only one 
or two seed lots available finding Fg free 
seed may be impossible, and farmers may 
face delayed access to those new genetics 
compared to other areas of the prairies.” 

Lorena Pahl, Executive Director of the Alberta 
Seed Growers’ Association confirms that seed 
growers are finding it increasingly difficult to find 
higher generations of the newer varieties (with 
non-detectable levels of Fg) that offer improved 
Fg resistance, along with many other improved 
agronomic and end-use traits. She agrees it’s 
putting Alberta at a competitive disadvantage.   

“New varieties are being multiplied in Manitoba 
and Saskatchewan with commercial farmers 
accessing new genetics well in advance of their 
Alberta neighbours. Higher pedigree of  ‘bred for 
Alberta’ varieties are not multiplied in Alberta 
nor do our Saskatchewan neighbours wish to 
multiply for risk of low level Fg infection. They are 
then unable to ship to Alberta and unable to sell 
certified seed of a variety that is not best suited 
for Saskatchewan. Accessing new genetics with 
improved Fg resistance is exactly what Alberta 
farmers need and because of the present 
Act we are behind our prairie neighbours.” 

Farmers now have the responsibility to market their own wheat, durum 
and barley as well as their traditional non CWB crops. This development 
hasn’t just added more grains to the task; it now means farmers have the 
opportunity (and the challenge) to decide on the complex timing and 
sequencing of marketing decisions – “What do I sell and what do I store?” 
– taking advantage of the best relative price and delivery options.  Current, 
accurate and comprehensive information on prices and events affecting 
price are critical for farmers to make important decisions related to 
planting, selling, storage strategies, etc. The game has changed. 

To address this problem and develop a strategy to enhance market 
information for all involved, the AWC is in communication with Agriculture 

and Agri Food Canada with regard to potential support available under 
the Agri Risk Initiative of Growing Forward 2.  The goal is to develop a 
service which will provide information to farmers so they can be better 
informed to make better marketing decisions. The process would include 
industry consultations, identifying gaps in available information and the 
development of a market information service widely available to all industry 
participants. This would provide a single point of contact for all market data 
as opposed to the current structure of multiple agencies providing their 
own pieces of the big picture such as Statistics Canada, the Canadian Grain 
Commission, Agriculture and Agri Food Canada, Canada Customs and all 
identifiable and cooperating sources of price information. More information 
on this process will be provided as it develops.
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and farm management conference.
FarmTech 2015 features an outstanding line-up 
of speakers delivering more than 65 concurrent 
sessions covering the latest in technology,  
environment agronomy and farm business  
management.

The Agricultural Showcase is home to the most 
innovative companies displaying their products 
and services along with special events and  
networking opportunities. 

Alberta Wheat Commission 
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For complete details and the latest updates:

FarmtechConference.com
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Farmtech 2015  
Keynote speakers

Colin Mochrie
Improv Master
Farmtech 2015 Banquet
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According to Pahl, high quality seed with 
very low levels of Fg (0.5%+) is being 
shipped to Saskatchewan or dumped as 
grain production, leaving common seed or 
bin run seed as a farmer’s only choice.  

“With past neglect of enforcement of 
Alberta’s Pest Act, , some seed cleaning 
operations do not require testing of 
common or farm saved seed for Fg or have 
actually adopted policies to clean seed 
with Fg, opening the door for potentially 
much higher levels of infection and further 
spread across all areas of the province.   
Unfortunately, by doing this, farmers do 
not realize the potential impact Fg may 
have on their farm until they experience 
substantial economic loss due to Fg 
damaged kernels in their harvested grain.” 

The Standing Committee’s final report 
was tabled on August 5, 2014 with a 
recommendation that the Bill not proceed.  
The Committee further recommended that 
Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development 
(AARD) be urged to consider a review of 
the Agricultural Pests Act, which would 
include the following considerations:

1. Legislative and regulatory enactments 
that pertain to Fg should be based on 
sound scientific evidence, research, and 
expert opinion as well as an analysis 
of economic costs and benefits.

2. Examination of the possibility of 
adopting a provincial regional approach 
that would provide specific limits of 
deviation from the current zero-tolerance 
standard for Fg in seed, depending 
on the established prevalence of Fg 
in various zones of the province.

3. Providing municipal districts and counties 
within such zones the authority to opt out 
of the zero-tolerance standard for Fg and 
to adopt increased limits for such zones.

Alberta’s Fusarium Action Committee (FAC) 
is currently in the process of reviewing the 
current Fg management plan and is expected 
to work with Alberta’s Pest Surveillance 
Branch to draft a set of recommendations 
for Agriculture Minister, Verlyn Olson. 

The AWC often takes a leading role in 
shaping policy that affects our industry, 
acting as a single voice for producers on 
issues that matter to Alberta’s wheat 
producers. We invite producers to 
contribute to the discussion by writing the 
Commission here: info@albertawheat.com

Want to get involved with the Alberta Wheat Commission? 
AWC directors and regional representatives provide strategic direction and leadership to the 
Commission on behalf of wheat producers in the province. If you’re looking to get join our team, 
talk to your regional rep or director to find out more about their role. 
Visit albertawheat.com/about-awc/governance/ to learn about our election process. 

Your opinion matters.
Visit albertawheat.com and follow us on Twitter @albertawheat to get involved with the 
conversation. 
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Disclaimer: This publication is provided for informational purposes only and should not be interpreted as providing, without limitation, agricultural, 
marketing, or business management advice. Alberta Wheat Commission makes no express or implied guarantees or warranties of suitability or accuracy 
regarding the information contained in this publication. In no event shall Alberta Wheat Commission be held liable for any special, incidental, consequential, 
direct or indirect injury, damage or loss which may arise from the use of, or any decisions made in reliance on, the information provided. The opinions 
expressed in this publication are those of the authors thereof and not necessarily those of the Alberta Wheat Commission. 


