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As the new Chair of the Alberta Wheat Commission (AWC), I thought 
an introduction would be a good way to kick things off for my first Chair’s 
Message in Wheat’s Up. 

My name is Kevin Auch and I grew up on our family farm in the Carmangay 
area where I still farm with my wife Laurel, and where we raise our three 
children. I graduated from the University of Alberta with a Bachelor of Science 
in Agriculture Economics. I have worked for Alberta Agriculture and the 
Lethbridge Community College teaching farm management, particularly 
financial management. 

I was a Director on the Alberta Canola Producers Commission where I spent 
two years as Chair, and currently sit on the Board of the Carmangay Seed 
Cleaning Association. I have spent time on the Board of the Carmangay 
Curling Club, my local church Board, and the Southern Alberta Conservation 
Association (precursor to Farming Smarter). 

I have always had an interest in farming and have been actively involved 
in trying to improve our farm, a desire instilled by my father’s conservation 
efforts. My involvement in the Southern Alberta Conservation Association 
sparked my interest in sustainability and the desire to do things better, while 
still being profitable. More recently, my involvement in the provincial crop 
commissions has created a new desire for improving our industry as a whole 
for my peers and for future generations of farmers.

I was elected Chair of AWC following this year’s Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) on January 27, 2016 during the FarmTech™ conference. Our AGM  
had just over 200 producers and industry representatives in attendance.  
The meeting included a presentation and report from General Manager,  
Tom Steve on the highlights from 2014-15 and a presentation to acknowledge 
our outgoing Chair, Kent Erickson, who was commended for his time and 
dedication spent with AWC since its inception. 

AWC also held an election for the open Director-at-Large position, where 
three nominations were received by the deadline in December. Ballots were 
handed out to eligible producers at the registration desk and an election was 
held at the start of the meeting. Kevin Bender was the successful candidate 
and AWC welcomes him back for his second, three-year term as Director- 
at-Large. 

This year’s AGM also saw some great discussions on the four resolutions that 
were received during the Regional Meetings held across the province this past 
November. Watch for more information to come about the resolutions that 
were passed.

Changes to positions on the Board of Directors and Regional Representatives 
following the AGM include: 

• Trevor Petersen from Penhold joined the Board of Directors 
representing Region 3. 

• Michael Ammeter of Sylvan Lake and Jason Lenz from 
Bentley were re-elected by acclamation to serve as Region 3 
Representatives during the November Region 3 meeting. 

• Kent Erickson from Irma chose not to seek re-election for a second term 
as Director and Chairman, but has taken on the role of Region 3 Regional 
Representative. 

We have a great team of leaders directing this organization and I am eager to 
continue leading the wheat industry forward. I am excited for the year ahead 
and look forward serving as your new Chair. 

In the January 2016 issue of Wheat’s Up, we talked 
about the changes in store for wheat check-offs  
in Alberta. 

To refresh your memory, Alberta farmers currently 
have two wheat deductions on their grain cheques: 

the Alberta Wheat Commission (AWC) check-off 
of 70 cents per tonne; and the Western Canadian 
Deduction (WCD) of 48 cents per tonne. 

So, how do these check-offs benefit your farm  
and why are there two deductions for wheat?

Producer levies primarily fund Research and 
Market Development - allowing farmers to 
contribute to improvements in the crops they  
grow and the markets where those crops are sold. 

Continued on page 2

Wheat’s Up
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Western Canadian Deduction countdown to 2017
Tom Steve, General Manager | Alberta Wheat Commission

Chair’s Message
Kevin Auch, Chair | Alberta Wheat Commission Board of Directors

Our AGM had just over 200 producers and 
industry representatives in attendance.”“
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As we look ahead to the start of a new growing season it is important to keep 
in mind some best practices to ensure Canada remains a consistent and 
reliable supplier of high quality crops. 

Canada exports over 20,000,000 metric tonnes of cereals (wheat, oats 
and barley) annually, and our global customers expect quality products. 
Importers are increasingly inspecting and testing shipments to ensure proper 
specifications are met and the crops are free of foreign material. Shipments 
that contain excessive pesticide residues or mycotoxins such as ochratoxin 
(OTA) and deoxynivalenol (DON) can derail exports and damage Canada’s 
reputation, resulting in millions of dollars and lost opportunities for farmers.

Our industry needs to work together and help Canada deliver on their 
commitment to quality. Below are some tips on Keeping it Clean. 

1. Alway follow label directions when using crop input products. 

It is as simple as applying for the right reason, at the right time, with the right 
rate and in the right place. Only apply pesticides registered for use on your 
crop type, and always follow the rates and timing listed on the label. Stick 
to the pre harvest interval (PHI). The PHI (or Spray to Swath Interval) is the 
number of days that must pass between the last application of a pesticide  
and swathing or straight combining.

It is also critical to recognize that spraying fall-applied product outside label 
recommendations could lead to market problems down the road. Applying 
product too early when the kernels are immature not only impacts your yield, 
it may result in higher than accepted residue levels in the harvested seed  
and/or a loss of quality.

Read your labels carefully and check out your provincial Guide to Crop 
Protection or consult your local provincial agronomist for more information.

Example: Glyphosate

• Only spray glyphosate when the crop is 30 per cent or less moisture, in the 
least mature area of the field. The stem at the base of the head will have lost 
its green color and a thumbnail imprint will remain in the kernel.

• Wait seven – 14 days before harvesting.

Marketing Matters
Caalen Covey, Business Development and Markets Manager | Alberta Wheat Commission 

Continued from page 1

Case in point: the top wheat varieties seeded 
in Alberta in 2015, AC Stettler, CDC Go and 
AC Harvest were all developed with the help of 
producer check-off dollars. Stettler and Harvest 
are products of the Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada breeding program, while CDC Go was 
developed at the University of Saskatchewan’s 
Crop Development Centre. 

These varieties all received funding from  
the WCD and prior to August 2012 through 
deductions from your Canadian Wheat Board 
(CWB) final payments. 

At present, 30 cents of the 48 cent WCD goes to 
the Western Grains Research Foundation (WGRF) 
to fund variety development, while a further 15 
cents goes to the Canadian International Grains 
Institute (Cigi) in Winnipeg. The remaining three 
cents covers administration costs. 

Cigi is a world-class technical support, testing and 
educational organization that works with Canada’s 
key wheat customers. When our customers need 
to know the functionality of Canadian wheat in 
bread, noodle or pasta making, they go to Cigi. 

When Team Canada travels on new crop missions 
to meet with our key customers, Cigi is a major 
part of the delegation. 

WCD - a transitional levy

When the Canadian Wheat Board marketing 
system ended in 2012, the WCD was established 
for a five-year transitional period to ensure 
continued funding for variety development by 
WGRF and to fund programming at Cigi, while 
allowing provincial wheat commissions to get 
up and running. In August 2017 the WCD will 
automatically sunset and the challenge will 
be for AWC and our fellow commissions in 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba to assume those 
funding obligations. 

The AWC check-off

As mentioned previously, AWC was established 
on August 1, 2012 to ensure a producer voice in 
areas such as research, market development, 
extension and policy. Our 70 cent per tonne 
check-off funds a research program that invests 
$1.7 million annually in genetics and agronomic 
improvements. We are active in extension 
programming and market development activities 
as part of the Team Canada partnership. More 

recently we have become actively involved 
in policy initiatives such as the wheat class 
modernization at the Canadian Grain Commission 
and the Bill 6 consultation process.

Our future vision: A single check-off

As August 1, 2017 approaches, AWC is working 
collaboratively with our counterpart commissions 
and the agencies that receive producer funding 
to ensure a smooth transition when the WCD 
sunsets. The shared vision of wheat commissions 
in Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba is to move 
to a single check-off collected at the provincial 
level. In turn, we will commit to funding the variety 
development programs currently supported by 
WGRF and the marketing initiatives of Cigi. 

Over the coming months we will be sharing more 
information and seeking your input on a single 
provincial wheat check-off. From the outset we 
have stressed that the combined levy will not be 
more than the check-offs you are paying today  
and will have a direct line of accountability 
between our Board of Directors and your farm.

We look forward to the dialogue.
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2. Do not use unregistered crop input products and consider 
specific market restrictions.

 
All herbicides, fungicides, insecticides and growth regulators must be 
registered for use by the Pest Management Regulatory Agency before farmers 
can apply the product on-farm in Canada. Canada sets maximum residue 
limits (MRLs) on a crop-by-crop basis. In some cases, a product is registered 
in Canada without a maximum residue limit (MRL) established in our major 
export markets. This means that cereal crops treated with these pesticides 
may not be in compliance with the regulations of the importing country.  
In addition, customers may have their own restrictions that must be 
considered before using a particular product.

• Have a crop input plan and consult your crop input provider  
to know your requirements and the grain end- use before planting.

• Check that your buyer accepts grain treated with the pesticides  
used (e.g. glyphosate on malt barley or oats).

• Ensure that the grain will meet the export requirements in the  
destination country. 

3. Always follow the cereal storage recommendation. 

Best practices in cereal storage will help avoid the downgrading of your grain 
due to cross-contamination, chemical residues, loss of vigour or the formation 
of harmful mycotoxins (OTA). OTA forms during storage of grains at higher 
moistures and is a potent toxin. A number of countries have strict regulations 
for residues in food and feed.

• Make sure your storage bins are free of treated seed (which contains 
pesticides) and animal protein like blood meal and bone meal.

• Clean bins thoroughly prior to storing grain and only use approved  
bin treatments (like diatomaceous earth).

• Never use malathion to prepare cereals for storage or to treat bins used  
to store cereals. Its residue can linger for up to six months, so prepare  
your storage bin carefully.

• Ensure that crops are harvested or dried to a level safe for storage.

• Keep grain in a bin that is cool, dry and well ventilated to avoid spoilage  
and insect issues.

• Check storage units regularly for heating, spoilage, insect infestations  
or other storage problems.

 

4. Grow disease resistant varieties and use practices  
that reduce infection. 

Fusarium head blight (FHB) has become increasingly prevalent in Western 
Canada causing yield and quality losses. Tolerances are set very low 
because of the production of harmful mycotoxins, the most common being 
deoxynivalenol (DON or vomitoxin). In many cases, disease-tolerant varieties 
are not available or only have limited resistance so it is important to use 
multiple agronomic practices to reduce infection.

Disease Management Practices

FHB infection is initiated by spores being released from infected residue 
or stubble. Follow these practices to keep FHB from impacting yield and 
profitability, and to reduce the presence of FHB on seed.

• Scout fields regularly for disease symptoms and prevalence. Having 
this information will allow you to determine the effectiveness of your 
management plan.

• Maintain a break between cereal crops to allow time for crop residue to 
decompose. Practice a rotation away from cereal crops for at least one year, 
preferably two years and avoid planting adjacent to fields that were affected 
by FHB the previous year.

• Plant clean seed, preferably certified seed that has documented good 
quality. This is the first step in keeping your field clean. Have your seed 
tested to determine if it is of sufficient quality and if a seed treatment  
is needed.

• There are currently no varieties with true resistance to FHB; however, cereals 
vary in their susceptibility. Within the wheat classes there are varieties that 
have improved resistance. 

• Consider applying a fungicide when there is elevated risk of FHB based on 
crop growth stage and weather conditions, wet conditions during flowering 
and head emergence pose the highest risk.

• Chopping straw into smaller pieces and the uniform spreading of straw  
may help to promote the decomposition of infested crop residues.

• Control grassy weeds that may harbour FHB between cereal crop years.

5. Deliver what you say you’ve delivered. 

When you sign a Declaration of Eligibility affidavit at the elevator, you are 
making a legal assertion that your grain is of the class to which you declare 
and correctly states whether your grain may contain residues of any crop 
input product that is specified in the Declaration. It is important to be clear 
that a declaration signed by a producer is a legally binding document. Any 
intentional or unintentional mistake in declaration traced back through 
retained samples will expose individuals and their farms to significant 
liability. We raise these concerns to ensure that individual producers and the 
reputation of Canadian export sales are each protected and preserved.

 • Information from this article was derived from the Cereals Canada  
Keep it Clean campaign. For more information check out the Keep it 
Clean program, which can be found on the Cereals Canada website  
at www.cerealscanada.ca.

Canada exports over 20,000,000 metric tonnes of 
cereals (wheat, oats and barley) annually, and our 
global customers expect quality products.”“
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Farmers need to be aware of the Canadian Grain Commission’s (CGC) 
changes to wheat classification, which will result in some popular varieties of 
Canada Western Red Spring (CWRS) and Canada Prairie Spring Red (CPSR) 
varieties moving to a new class. However, since these changes will not take 
effect until August 1, 2018, there is no cause for alarm. 

“There’s no de-registration,” said Jim Smolik, acting chief commissioner of 
the CGC. “In spring of 2016 and 2017, growers can still seed and sell to their 
respective classes.”

Twenty-five CWRS and four CPSR varieties that are currently grown will be 
moving to a new class called Canada Northern Hard Red (CNHR), which will 
be established on August 1, 2018.

Faller, Prosper and Elgin ND, which are currently in the interim wheat class, 
will be the first varieties added to the CNHR class, which is effective on 
August 1, 2016.

Before the 2018-19 crop year, farmers need to talk to their buyers and find 
out what the pricing is going to be on the various classes. However, since the 
changes are just coming into effect, your grain company representatives may 
not have that information yet.

“There will be some time before the companies figure out pricing, but there’s 
still some time for farmers and grain companies to think about what that 
pricing is going to be going forward,” said Smolik.

Ward Oatway, a seed grower from Clive and the vice-president of the Alberta 
Seed Growers Association, has talked to many farmers who he feels are 
unnecessarily worried. 

“I know there’s a bit of panic right now as people want to switch their varieties 
to get ahead of this, and that’s fine as long as you have enough seed to cover 
it. But until we can multiply the seed to cover the new specifications, it’s a little 
tough,” said Oatway.

Wheat Class Modernization and  
Changes to your Seed Supply 
Alexis Kienlen | freelance writer 

Twenty-five CWRS and four CPSR varieties that are currently  
grown will be moving to a new class called Canada Northern  
Hard Red (CNHR), which will be established on August 1, 2018.”“

Wheat, food-grade oats, and malt barley market awareness of farm applications

Wheat Malt barley and  
food-grade oats

Pre-harvest glyphosate  
(e.g. Roundup)

Chlormequat chloride 
(e.g. Manipulator)

Pre-harvest Saflufenacil  
(e.g. Kixor)

Pre-harvest glyphosate  
(e.g. Roundup)

European Union Caution:  
Follow label carefully

Caution: Consult with your 
exporter/processor

STOP: Consult with your 
exporter/processor

STOP: Consult with your 
exporter/processor

Countries that rely on Codex 
MRLs (e.g., Algeria, Bangladesh, 

Columbia, Morocco, Peru and 
many others)

OK Caution: Consult with your 
exporter/processor

STOP: Consult with your 
exporter/processor

STOP: Consult with your 
exporter/processor

Japan Caution:  
Follow label carefully

Caution: Consult with your 
exporter/processor

STOP: Consult with your 
exporter/processor

STOP: Consult with your 
exporter/processor

United States OK STOP: Consult with your 
exporter/processor

STOP: Consult with your 
exporter/processor

STOP: Consult with your 
exporter/processor

Mexico Caution:  
Follow label carefully

STOP: Consult with your 
exporter/processor

STOP: Consult with your 
exporter/processor

STOP: Consult with your 
exporter/processor

China Caution:  
Follow label carefully

Caution: Consult with your 
exporter/processor

STOP: Consult with your 
exporter/processor

STOP: Consult with your 
exporter/processor

 
OK: Maximum residue limit (MRL) is set at an acceptable tolerance level for export to the specified market. Follow label directions carefully, as even minor deviations could 
result in market access issues. 

Caution: MRL is set at a low limit, which requires users to follow label directions carefully, as even minor deviations could result in market access issues and/or MRLs are set for 
limited markets. Consult with your exporter or processer for proper usage. 

Caution/STOP: MRLs are set at low limits or for limited markets. Consult with your exporter or processer for proper usage. 

STOP: Product is not registered for use in Canada or MRLs have not been established for the specified market. Consult with your exporter/processor on whether or not it will 
accept your grain before applying these products. 

Disclaimer: This table is accurate as of January 2016, and includes a sample of Canada’s largest cereal export countries, but does not include all of Canada’s cereal export markets. Changes 
may occur after January 2016; consult with your exporter/processor prior to using any of the products/active ingredients described above.

For more information on pesticide use in cereals, consult keepingitclean.ca 

Market
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The interim wheat class, the feed class and the general purpose class will 
also be eliminated on August 1, 2016, while a new class called the Canadian 
Western Special Purpose is being created. Feed and general purpose wheat 
will fall into this category.

“This class will not require quality information any more for varieties that  
are being registered,” said Smolik. 

Varieties registered in this class will still require a disease panel and an 
agronomic panel to be voted in for registration. This is the only class that will 
not need quality data, as the wheat in this class will not be used for milling.

People who are interested in learning more details about the changes can  
look at the CGC website at www.grainscanada.gc.ca. 

“Growers should also talk to the seed growers. There are not very many of us 
who do not know what the new deal is. We’ve gone to the meetings. It doesn’t 
matter which seed company you’re aligned with; they’ve all got their talks 
telling us about it,” said Oatway.

The changes will make a difference to pricing in some cases. One easy 
example is the change to Foremost, a CPSR variety commonly grown in 
Alberta. Foremost, currently classed as CPSR wheat, will be moved into the 
CNHR class, and will fall under different pricing by August 1, 2018. If it is 
delivered to an elevator in July 2018, it will still be considered a CPS red, but 
after August 1, 2018, it will be a CNHR, and could potentially have different 
pricing. 

The CGC decided to make these changes to CWRS and CPSR after 
consultation with international and domestic customers.

“The big issue is gluten strength,” said Smolik. “Canada’s gluten strength  
was continuing to deteriorate. When we looked into it, we found it was certain 
varieties within our red spring class.”

Some of the varieties in the class were not exhibiting sufficient gluten strength 
for the changes that had been made to the check varieties and to the changes 
that had been made in the processing of wheat. Gluten strength is important, 
because it gives the dough its extensibility, allowing it to form nice, high 
volume pan bread. 

“We did the consultation and talked about looking at other classes, but the 
idea is to bring Canada’s wheat back to being more consistent and to tighten 
up the parameters of the wheat class. When you tighten the parameters 
around the wheat class, it just gives more consistency,” said Smolik.

Information from the Canadian Grain  
Commission website: 
 
Variety designation changes 

As of August 1, 2016:

• Two new wheat classes will come into effect: Canada Northern Hard Red 
(CNHR) and Canada Western Special Purpose (CWSP).

• Three wheat classes will be eliminated: Canada Western Interim Wheat 
(CWIW), Canada Western General Purpose (CWGP), and Canada Western 
Feed (CWF).

Designation changes as of August 1, 2016

Canada Western Interim Wheat (CWIW) varieties move to Canada 
Northern Hard Red (CNHR) class

Faller  l  Prosper  l  Elgin ND

Canada Western General Purpose (CWGP) varieties move to Canada 
Western Special Purpose (CWSP) class

AAC Proclaim  l  AAC Innova  l  AAC NRG097  l  Accipiter  l  Broadview          
CDC Clair  l  CDC Falcon  l  CDC Harrier  l  CDC Kestrel  l  CDC NRG003 
CDC Primepurple  l  CDC Ptarmigan  l  CDC Raptor  l  Minnedosa  l  NRG010          
Pasteur  l  Peregrine  l  Pintail  l  SY087  l  Sunrise  l  Swainson  l  WFT 603

Designation changes as of August 1, 2018

The following varieties do not meet revised quality parameters of their 
designated classes, but meet the quality parameters of the Canada Northern 
Hard Red (CNHR) class.

Canada Western Red Spring (CWRS) varieties move to Canada Northern 
Hard Red (CNHR) class

AC Abbey  l  AC Cora  l  AC Eatonia  l  AC Majestic  l  AC Michael  l  AC Minto 
Alvena  l  Alikat  l  CDC Makwa  l  CDC Osler  l  Columbus  l  Conway 
Harvest  l  Kane  l  Katepwa  l  Leader  l  Lillian  l  McKenzie  l  Neepawa 
Park  l  Pasqua  l  Pembina  l  Thatcher  l  Unity  l  5603HR

Canada Prairie Spring Red (CPSR) varieties move to Canada Northern Hard 
Red (CNHR) class

AC Foremost  l  AC Taber  l  Conquer  l  Oslo

 
The interim wheat class, the feed class and the general 
purpose class will also be eliminated on August 1, 2016, while 
a new class called the Canadian Western Special Purpose is 
being created.”

“



Growth. Innovation. Results.albertawheat.com6

Canada Western Soft White Spring (CWSWS) wheat is a low protein 
class ideal for unleavened baked goods and ethanol production. Harpinder 
Randhawa, a Research Scientist at Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s 
Lethbridge Research Station knows a lot about CWSWS and is the lead 
scientist producing new varieties of this market class. We asked Randhawa 
about the program, funded in part by the Alberta Wheat Commission.

1. What are the main goals of the CWSWS breeding program?

Randhawa: the main goal of the CWSWS program is to develop new 
varieties with higher grain yield than AC Andrew and with better agronomic 
performance, and better disease resistance. Lines ineligible for the CWSWS 
class will be proposed for the Canada Western Special Purpose (CWSP) 
class if the agronomic and/or disease resistance benefits provide industry 
advantages. 

Note: CWSP is a new wheat class being introduced by the Canadian Grain 
Commission, effective August 1, 2016. 

2. What are the most commonly grown varieties and why, and are there any 
new varieties coming down the pipeline you want growers to be aware of?

Randhawa: the most commonly grown CWSWS varieties are AC Andrew 
and Sadash. A newer variety AAC Chiffon is significantly higher yielding 
than both AC Andrew and Sadash under dryland conditions. Its certified 

seed is available for the 2016 growing season. There are two new CWSWS 
wheat varieties; AAC Indus and AAC Paramount, which are currently in seed 
production by SeCan. Both have excellent yield potential and agronomic 
performance.

3. Can you tell us a bit about your breeding efforts in New Zealand?

Randhawa: developing a new wheat variety takes about 10-12 years. We 
reduce its development time by half with the use of contra season winter 
nurseries in New Zealand. We typically send our early generation materials 
up to F6 

generations. Over there, we not only advance a generation, but also 
make good selections for rust resistance (mainly for stripe and leaf rust), plant 
height, straw strength, and maturity. This certainly makes it more efficient and 
significantly speeds up the variety development process.

4. Going into the 2016 growing season, what should growers have at the top 
of their mind when selecting CWSWS varieties?

Randhawa: CWSWS certainly provides a distinct advantage over other wheat 
classes in terms of grain yield. Some of the newer varieties could yield up to 
25 per cent over Canada Western Red Spring (CWRS). This certainly makes  
it more attractive for growers based on higher economic returns.

CWSWS

The most commonly grown CWSWS 
varieties are AC Andrew and Sadash.

Developing a new wheat variety takes about 10-12 
years. We reduce its development time by half with 
the use of contra season winter nurseries in  
New Zealand.

CWSWS market class

Some of the newer varieties could yield 
up to 25% over Canada Western Red 
Spring (CWRS).

The Research Plot
Lauren Comin, Research Manager | Alberta Wheat Commission 

 25%
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5. What is the market demand/end use of CWSWS?

Randhawa: grown traditionally under irrigation for domestic milling 
purposes, current varieties of CWSWS have multiple end-uses. Its flour is 
used in the manufacturing of a wide range of food products including cakes, 
cookies, donuts, biscuits, crackers, breakfast cereals, pancakes, flatbread, 
steamed bread, noodles, and soup thickeners. CWSWS wheat has also been 
recognized as ideal for ethanol production and livestock feed because of its 
lower protein content and higher grain yield (up to 20 per cent over CWRS) 
and starch content. Hence, CWSWS wheat varieties are being grown in 
non-traditional areas, mainly on dryland. The advantages of soft white spring 
wheat production in western Canada have led to a significant increase in 
acreage over the past 10 years (2003 = 22,000 hectares; 2011 = 400,000 
hectares; 2013 = 500,000 hectares).

Scars from the 2015 drought remain in portions 
of Alberta and southern Saskatchewan as spring 
approaches and significant changes to soil 
conditions are necessary prior to the planting 
season to prevent another rough start to the 
growing season similar to that of last year. 

The United States (U.S.) National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration has declared much 
of western and southern Canada’s Prairies to be 
abnormally dry with varying levels of drought 
present in parts of Alberta. Drought is more 
serious in western portions of the U.S. and there 
are just a few weeks left in the rainy season to 
ease that drought. Leaving dryness in the western 
U.S. and Western Canada when the growing 
season begins raises the potential for worsening 
drought during the summer since high pressure 
ridges aloft like to settle over drier biased areas. 
That comment and the realization that El Nino 
has not dissipated and will linger into the spring 

growing season raises a higher level of concern 
over dryness in Western Canada and the 
northwestern U.S. 

El Nino was evolving and strengthening a year ago 
and soil moisture was abundant following several 
years of frequent precipitation. This year’s start 
to spring will come with a decaying El Nino event 
and poor soil moisture and water supply in many 
areas. Snow cover is minimal in southern Alberta 
and southern Saskatchewan where the highest 
potential for dryness exists at the start of the 
planting season. 

El Nino is not advertised to dissipate very quickly 
and because of this there will be potential for a 
prevailing ridge of high pressure over western 
Canada early this spring. The ridge will likely 
suppress rainfall and promote warmer than 
usual conditions similar to those of last year, but 
without the moisture abundance in the soil. 

Planting conditions in Alberta and southwestern 
Saskatchewan will likely begin swiftly, but 
germination, emergence and establishment will 
not occur as quickly in the driest areas until there 
are a few timely precipitation events. Totally dry 
weather is not expected during the spring, but 
precipitation events may not be as routine as 
desired, leaving moisture deficits threatening the 
prospects for good wheat and other crop stands. 

El Nino is expected to slowly diminish and 
possibly dissipate during the spring and early 
summer. In doing so, changing atmospheric 
conditions will help to set the stage for 
some timely rain that will induce better crop 
establishment. The timing of the first significant 
precipitation will be dependent upon many 
factors, but the best guess for evolving weather 
toward improvement in the western Prairies 
will come in late May and June. By that time, 
crop stress will have already slowed the start of 
aggressive crop development in some locations 
and the initial rainfall is unlikely to be evenly 
distributed, leaving some crop areas in better 
shape for crop evolution than others.

The worst case scenario for the Prairies this 
spring and summer would be for El Nino to not 
completely dissipate and for the Pacific Decadal 
Oscillation (PDO) to remain strongly positive. In 
this scenario a ridge of high pressure would be 
allowed to prevail over western North America 
deep into the summer suggesting a very dry 
environment for wheat, barley, canola and pulse 
crops.

A better scenario is that El Nino will dissipate and 
as that evolves, the ridge of high pressure would 
be allowed to shift to the east and somewhat 
weaken, resulting in an improved potential for 
rainfall across the Prairies. 

Continued on page 8

2003

2011

2013

22,000 hectares

400,000 hectares

500,000 hectares

Grown traditionally under irrigation for domestic 
milling purposes, current varieties of CWSWS have 
multiple end-uses.”“

2016 Prairies Weather: Dry Start West, South
Drew Lerner, President and Senior Agricultural Meteorologist | World Weather Inc.
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$10.00 a bushel wheat. We all remember it 
just a few years ago. The Canadian Wheat 
Board had recently been deregulated from 
its monopsony position in the wheat market 
(one grain buyer, many sellers/farmers) and it 
looked like double-digit prices for our Western 

Canadian staple would last forever in the grain 
marketing environment. Alas, don’t you know 
the good times can never last forever. This is 
what our grandparents – who had likely lived 
through the dirty 30’s as children and the ugly 
interest-rate 80’s – knew to be all too true. The 

youngest of farmers have known just a few years 
of great returns, and the cognitive bias to be a 
perma-optimist creates a setting for poor risk 
management. 

The best scenario for the Prairies would be for 
La Nina to evolve this summer. La Nina would 
likely shift the driest and warmest conditions into 
eastern North America raising the potential for 
dryness in key U.S. Midwest production areas and 
opening the door for more routinely occurring 
rainfall for the Prairies. In this scenario Prairie 
producers would benefit from higher prices for 
some crops resulting from dryness in the U.S. 
Midwest and increasing mid-year rainfall to 
support aggressive crop development. 

The most likely scenario will be for El Nino 
to dissipate and Neutral El Niño–Southern 
Oscillation (ENSO) conditions to dominate the 

remainder of summer. These conditions would 
not likely help deal with spring dryness, which 
is bound to occur regardless of which summer 
weather scenario verifies. However, there would 
be a fair chance that temperatures will be 
seasonable to slightly milder than usual during the 
summer and periodic rainfall would occur to lift 
soil moisture in favor of better crop conditions. 

The bottom line will lead to improving crop 
conditions during the growing season. Timely rain 
and seasonable temperatures will support many 
crops during the summer, but the bigger challenge 
will be getting through the drier spring season. 

March may be the last notably warmer month for 
the western Prairies with temperatures staying 
well above average and precipitation mostly 
below average. The recent bout of frequent 
precipitation is expected to abate in March and a 
drier scenario will result, raising concern about the 
early weeks of the planting season. April and May 
will not be as anomalously warm, but the bias for 
warmth will linger while precipitation continues 
notably light in western and southern Alberta 
and in western and south-central Saskatchewan. 
Precipitation may be a little more normal in the 
southeastern corner of the Prairies and there may 
also continue to be some timely precipitation 
across the northern fringes crop country in the 
Prairies. Some cooling is expected in the eastern 
Prairies during April and May and producers 
will need to watch for frost and freeze damage 
potentials. 

Summer weather will include a more routinely 
occurring rainfall except in a few areas in 
northeastern Saskatchewan and in a part of 
southwestern Alberta where rainfall will be light 
and erratic. Most other areas will experience 
near to above average precipitation that will 
be accompanied by near to below average 
temperatures. The only exception will be in 
the northern most parts of both Saskatchewan 
and Alberta and southeastern Manitoba where 
temperatures will be a little warmer. 

World Weather, Inc. forecasts and comments pertaining 
to present, past and future weather conditions included 
in this report constitute the corporation’s judgment as of 
the date of this report and are subject to change without 
notice. Comments regarding damage or the impact of 
weather on agricultural and energy as well as comments 
made regarding the impact of weather on the commodity 
and financial markets are the explicit opinions of World 
Weather, Inc. World Weather, Inc. cannot be held 
responsible for decisions made by users of the Corporation’s 
information in any business, trade or investment decision.

© 2016 World Weather, Inc. Any unauthorized 
redistribution, duplication or disclosure is prohibited by law 
and will result in prosecution. 

“The numbers don’t lie” is a saying  
we have here at FarmLead.com,  
and it is a maxim we work from  
every day.”

“Picking Your Spots
Brennan Turner, Founder and CEO | FarmLead

Continued from page 7
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As a hockey player who has played at an elite 
level (2005 National Hockey League (NHL) draft 
pick, +250 professional games, one American 
Hockey League (AHL championship), and a 
student of economics (B.A. from Yale University, 
Wall Street commodity analyst), I have learned 
that picking your “spots” is much easier said than 
done. Whether it is when to pinch in from the 
blue-line (make sure you have a high-guy) or pull 
the trigger on a sale of a few bins or a position 
in the market, there is emotion involved. The 
“smart” decisions likely come as a result of a few 
errant decisions that you wish you could do over 
but those are the mistakes that help ground your 
risk management moves in logic, rather  
than emotion.

“The numbers don’t lie” is a saying we have here 
at FarmLead.com, and it is a maxim we work from 
every day. Yes, $10 wheat would be great, but 
the numbers today are almost half that. When 
will they rebound higher? The United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) recently told 
us that there is a record amount of wheat still 
sitting in the global market. A positive is that the 
weaker Canadian dollar has allowed us to become 
the number two wheat exporter in the world 
this 2015/16 marketing season, but the truth is 
that this currency effect is really just lying to us. 
The weaker dollar has masked what U.S. wheat 
farmers are experiencing a nearly 40-year low in 
their own wheat exports as international buyers 
have bought up supply from cheaper alternatives 

like Ukraine, Russia, recently Argentina, and 
obviously, Canada.

What are some of the best catalysts to help 
propel wheat markets higher? Slightly lower 
spring wheat acres are expected in both the 
U.S. and Canada in 2016, while winter wheat 
crop conditions in Europe are variable. French 
wheat crop conditions are amongst the highest 
they have ever been but the further east you 
go in Europe towards the Black Sea, the more 
concerning the outlook becomes as the fields 
are exiting dormancy as a result of April-like 
temperatures in February. The starkest losses are 
likely to be seen in Ukraine where most estimates 
hover around a crop that is 1/3 smaller than 
2015’s. Has the market priced this risk in yet?  
My thoughts? Not completely. 

The words that you read are no different than 
what I discuss with my family who run roughly 
40,000 acres in Saskatchewan. My perspective 
is that the blanketing fact is the gluttony of 
supply in the market will likely take two years to 
work through, barring any significant weather. A 
La Nina event will not likely hit North America 
until fall 2016, with next year’s South American 
crop to likely be the most affected. With this in 
mind, there will likely be one, maybe two major 
opportunities in the next 10 months or so that we 
will see wheat markets possibly pop a maximum 
of 10 per cent and those opportunities will not last 
for more than a few weeks, if that, before pulling 

back (as they usually do). This call is supported 
should the Canadian dollar maintain at least 
70-cent levels over the next year, but if it drops 
below that, you will likely see more than just two 
opportunities to pick your wheat sale spots.

To growth, 
Brennan Turner 
President & CEO | FarmLead.com

Brennan Turner is originally from Foam Lake, SK, where 
his family started farming the land in the 1920s. After 
completing his degree in economics from Yale University 
and then playing some pro hockey, Mr. Turner spent some 
time working in finance before starting FarmLead.com, a 
risk-free, transparent online and mobile grain marketplace 
(app available) that has moved almost 150,000 MT in the 
last 2.5 years. His weekly column is a summary of his free, 
daily market note, the FarmLead Breakfast Brief. He can 
be reached via email (b.turner@farmlead.com) or phone 
(1-855-332-7653). @FarmLead.

 • For more great marketing advice and 
information like this, visit the AWC website 
(albertawheat.com) every Thursday for 
a weekly Market Insider column from 
Brennan Turner. Brennan gives insight 
into the current market outlook situation, 
provides marketing advice to growers and 
provides a statistical analysis of the pricing 
information on the pdqinfo.ca website. 

Representatives from Alberta’s agriculture 
industry met on January 22, 2016 in Red Deer, 
AB to discuss a collective response to the passing 
of Bill 6, the Enhanced protection for Farm and 
Ranch Workers Act. The Act, with provisions 
for mandatory Workers Compensation Board 
(WCB) and basic safety standards that took 
effect at the start of 2016, passed through the 
Alberta legislature on December 10th, 2015, 
despite protest from the Alberta farm and ranch 
community.

This inaugural meeting, bringing together over 30 
crop and livestock commissions and associations 
officially formed the Alberta Agriculture Farm and 
Ranch Safety Coalition (the AgCoalition). The 
meeting was an unprecedented success uniting 
the sector to move forward with a unified voice as 
it relates to farm safety.

As part of the mandate to unify the farm and 
ranch community in an effort to foster a culture 
of farm safety, the AgCoalition enacted a number 
of formal measures. This includes a formalized 
governance structure, new communications and 

producer feedback mechanisms and preliminary 
plans for the provincial government’s consultation 
sessions set to begin this spring.

The AgCoalition’s governance structure is built on 
several working groups that will engage producers, 
strategic thinkers representing both the crop and 
livestock sector, and staff resources from the 
AgCoalition’s membership organizations. External 
expertise will be called in as required.

Alberta Wheat Commission (AWC) will work 
with, and through the AgCoalition to form policy 
as it relates to Bill 6 and to determine our course 
of action for the consultation process. AWC 
encourages its members, as well as farm workers 
or employees, to send any feedback or questions 
to info@agcoalition.ca. Plans for an AgCoalition 
website launch are also in the works to ensure that 
information and updates for the agriculture sector 
are easily accessible to our growers. 

The provincial government indicated that Bill 6 
was about “safe and fair” farms and ranches

and AWC is committed to working with the 
AgCoalition to ensure that farm safety is in fact 
the focus of the upcoming consultations.

Bringing together  
over 30 crop and 
livestock commissions 
and associations.

Policy Points

AgCoalition meeting an unprecedented success
Hannah Konschuh, Acting Policy and Government Relations Manager | Alberta Wheat Commission 
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Prioritize Seed Testing

The first tip for seedling success is to purchase certified seed. It is a proven 
best practice to purchase quality seed with good germination and strict purity 
standards. However, if you are using your own seedlot, it is essential to get it 
tested at an accredited lab. Germination testing should be a priority; keep an 
eye on the ‘abnormal’ results that can indicate other issues within the seedlot 
such as chemical or mechanical damage. 

To get a true representation of the health of a seedlot, request additional 
testing for disease, vigour, and 1000 kernel weight this spring. Disease 
testing will provide you with a list of pathogens that are present in your seed, 
including Fusarium species, root rots and storage molds. This is a valuable 
tool for making agronomic decisions down the road, including selecting a seed 
treatment or fungicide. The addition of a vigour test will also provide crucial 
information about the health of your seed under cool field conditions. If you 
want more insight into your results, do not hesitate to call up your lab and 
inquire. 

Factor in the Changing Quality of Seed

Crop plans change over the course of the winter 
and the quality of your cereal seedlot may also 
change in the bin. Consider doing a germination 
test in the fall and then retest closer to spring 
since rain at harvest, an early frost event, 
chemical damage or adverse storage conditions 
could lead to a decrease in germination. 

Three Best Practices for Seedling Success 
Sydney Vos, Marketing Coordinator | BioVision Seed Labs

Fusarium graminearum on wheat.

Review your test results 
on your own seed.

 
Workers’ compensation is disability insurance 
that protects employers and their workers against 
the impact of workplace injuries and illnesses. 
Workers’ compensation is no fault, meaning 
protection is provided regardless of how the 
workplace injury occurred.

Under the new legislation (effective January 
1, 2016) for farming and ranching operations, 
employers are required to open a WCB account  
to cover waged, non-family workers. 

Below is a brief overview of some common 
WCB-related questions. We also encourage 
you to contact WCB directly at 1-866-922-9221 
to discuss your specific circumstances and 
determine which coverage options are right  
for you. 

 
 
 

Which workers do farm and ranch owners need 
to cover?

• Coverage is required for any waged, non-family 
workers. This includes full-time and part-time 
employees, and may also include subcontractors 
who do not have their own WCB coverage. 

Which workers do not require WCB coverage?

• There are two types of workers who do not 
require WCB coverage. The first are non-waged 
workers, such as friends and neighbours, who 
help out around the farm but do not receive 
wages for the services they provide. The second 
are family members of the business owners, 
who don’t need to be covered, even if they 
receive a wage for the work they do. These 
individuals are optional to cover, and employers 
may choose to purchase coverage for them  
if they wish.

How much does WCB coverage cost and what 
are the benefits?

• The cost of coverage depends on the type 
of operation and the amount of coverage 
purchased. Crop farming, for example, has 
an industry rate of $2.25 per every $100 in 
insurable earnings. This means that for $50,000 
in insurable earnings (worker wages) in a 
given year, the cost will be $1,125 annually (or 
approximately $94 per month). This coverage 
provides employers and their workers access 
to benefits such as comprehensive medical and 
rehabilitation support, return-to-work services, 
liability protection, and insurance against lost 
employment income.

How do I apply for a WCB account?

• The easiest way to apply is online at  
www.wcb.ab.ca. Click on the “New Changes 
to Farming Coverage” banner for farm owners 
and proceed to the online form. The application 
process takes about 10-15 minutes to complete. 

For employers who are currently 
employing waged, non-family members, 
an application should be filed no later 
than April 30, 2016. 

 •More information about WCB for your 
farming operation can be found at  
www.wcb.ab.ca. 

New Legislation Changes and What you Need to Know 
about Mandatory Workers Compensation 
Erin McPhadden, Manager, Claims Contact Centre and Account Management |  
Workers Compensation Board Alberta

 For $50,000 in insurable earnings 
(worker wages) in a given year, the 
cost will be $1,125 annually.”“
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When you review your test results on your own seed, think back to what 
you saw last year in-crop and during harvest and how that may impact seed 
health. Access to good quality seed may fluctuate annually in your area 
because of these reasons, so adapting your agronomic practices to changing 
seed quality is essential. 

Factors that Impact Seed Quality:

• In-crop disease – impacted by environmental conditions and presence 
of the pathogen (seed borne fungus causes seed mortality or seedling 
malformation)

• Crop staging (multiple stages increases susceptibility to frost damage, 
chemical damage etc.)

• Weather prior/during harvest – heavy dew, rain, or snow (a sprouted  
seed will not sprout again)

• Frost (kills and/or damages the embryos) 

• Pre-harvest herbicide application (inhibits enzymes required for the 
synthesis of amino acids required for plant growth)

• Handling (mechanical damage from aggressive combining, auguring etc.)

• Storage conditions (heating and spoilage due to storage mold or  
high moisture) 
 

Change Up Disease Management Options

The ability of seedlings to germinate and grow uniformly and vigorously 
will impact the rest of your cropping season. Therefore, change up your 
management options, especially when it comes to disease. It has been 
demonstrated time and time again the extraordinary ability of pathogens to 
adapt to cropping practices. The role of seed fits directly into Integrated Pest 
Management strategies such as planting pathogen-free seed, using seed 
treatments, calculating proper seeding rates, planting to the right depth and 
rotating resistant crop cultivars to manage seed and soil borne pathogens. 

It has been proven that “reliance upon a single method, such as the use of a 
resistant cultivar or a fungicide, can lead to crop failure when genetic changes 
in pathogens circumvent disease resistance in the crop or fungicide sensitivity 
in the pathogen.”1

It is important to note seed treatment formulations are always changing and 
new active ingredients are emerging in the marketplace. Do your homework 
on what seed treatment products are available and talk with the companies 
who offer them to decide what works best for you. Also take into account your 
disease results, geographic location and historic disease presence. Remember, 
the goal of a seed treatment is to suppress or control pathogens and support 
the establishment of a healthy plant stand. This does not mean the product 
will remove all the pathogens from the seed (or soil) and there will still be risk 
for infection if the environmental conditions are favourable to the pathogen. 

When it comes to application, ensure proper equipment calibration for 
treating and refer to the product label for proper application rates to the  
seed. Besides the seed treatment companies, look to agronomists, 
government extension specialists and researchers to learn more about  
seed treatment options.

Untreated (R) vs treated (L) germination test on wheat infected with 
Fusarium graminearum.

All images courtesy BioVision Seed Labs. 
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Normal healthy pea seedling (L) vs. abnormal seedling with mechanical 
damage (R). 

The first tip for seedling success is to purchase 
certified seed.”“



Contact Us

The Alberta Wheat Commission newsletter  
is published four times per year. 

Have you checked out AWC’s new website? Visit 
albertawheat.com and let us know what you think!

Alberta Wheat Commission 
#200, 6815 8th St. NE, Calgary, AB T2E 7H7 
P. 403.717.3711 l TF. 1.855.917.3711 
E. info@albertawheat.comwwl W. albertawheat.com 

42748534

Disclaimer: This publication is provided for informational purposes 
only and should not be interpreted as providing, without limitation, 
agricultural, marketing, or business management advice. Alberta 
Wheat Commission makes no express or implied guarantees or 
warranties of suitability or accuracy regarding the information 
contained in this publication. In no event shall Alberta Wheat 
Commission be held liable for any special, incidental, consequential, 
direct or indirect injury, damage or loss which may arise from the use 
of, or any decisions made in reliance on, the information provided. 
The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors 
thereof and not necessarily those of the Alberta Wheat Commission. 

Your opinion matters
Visit albertawheat.com and follow us on 
Twitter @albertawheat to get involved with 
the conversation. 

Go paperless. Wheat’s Up is available on our 
website at www.albertawheat.com. Sign up 
for the e-newsletter and get it quicker!

Upcoming Events

April 6-10, 2016 Aggie Days Calgary, Alberta

April 26-27, 2016 Aggie Days Lethbridge, Alberta

May 3-5, 2016 Amaezing Ag Edmonton, Alberta

May 6-7, 2016 Beerfest Calgary, Alberta

June 3-4, 2016 Beerfest Edmonton, Alberta

July 8-17, 2016 AgTivity in the City 
(Stampede)

Calgary, Alberta

Event Time/Venue

 • Visit www.albertawheat.com for more up to date information on events we are attending and sponsoring. 


