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When the federal budget was announced in March 2017, the government 
indicated that given the changes in grain marketing in Canada and the end 
of the Canadian Wheat Board, they were considering removing the cash 
purchase ticket deferral system and would be conducting a public consultation 
regarding the utility of this income tax deferral. 

Shortly after the budget announcement, AWC sent a clear message to the 
government indicating that eliminating deferred cash purchase tickets for 
grain sales would severely hurt farmers’ income.

This important cash flow management tool allows farmers to 
defer income on grain sales to balance income from year to 
year, avoiding excess swings in taxation levels and encouraging 
farmers to deliver grain into good market opportunities. 

Many farms use this tool to avoid having to choose between making a sale 
that allows them to maximize their revenue, or sacrificing a sale that might 
bump them into a higher tax bracket that year to avoid severe taxation swings. 

Losing this tool would cause a ripple effect throughout the agri-food value 
chain since the lack of cash flow management could result in farmers’ inability 
to make business purchases year round. Canada’s agriculture industry’s 
competitiveness would also be affected: If farmers are not able to deliver grain 
when market opportunities arise because of tax swings, Canada will miss out 
on timely sales to international competitors due to a lack of available inventory 
that farmers are holding in the bin until the next fiscal year. 

The government stakeholder consultations close on July 24th. AWC provided 
a submission to this process indicating the need to keep this system in place 
for our members, which can be viewed at www.albertawheat.com under our 
blog. There is no indication when a decision will be made, but we will keep our 
members informed as this issue progresses. 

In our view, it made sense to consolidate all AWC and WCD-funded 
programs under a single operating model directly accountable to Alberta 
farmers. We are committed to providing continuity in wheat breeding 
programs that have produced most of the top varieties grown by Alberta 
farmers today such as AC Stettler, CDC Go, AC Strongfield, AC Foremost 
and AAC Penhold. Those programs are currently administered by the 
Western Grains Research Foundation (WGRF) which will continue to 
play a role in variety development in partnership with the provincial 
wheat commissions. We will also provide stable funding for the market 
support, training and technical services provided by Cigi to Canada’s wheat 
customers. Cigi is a valued part of the Canadian wheat brand which is 
recognized for quality worldwide.

In reducing the combined levy by 9-cents per tonne we determined we 
could meet all of our financial commitments by operating efficiently while 
making up any shortfall from existing AWC reserves.

We are also working closely with our counterpart commissions in 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba in taking a western Canadian approach to 
wheat research and funding priorities for Cigi while ensuring we invest 
check-off dollars that achieve the best possible returns for farmers.

Wheat’s Up

General Manager’s Message

Single wheat check-off coming August 1
Tom Steve, General Manager | Alberta Wheat Commission

Chair’s Message
Kevin Auch, Chair | Alberta Wheat Commission Board of Directors

Alberta farmers will see a 9-cent per tonne reduction in their wheat check-
off effective August 1, 2017 following final approval of Alberta Wheat 
Commission’s (AWC) proposal for a single levy.

Since 2012, farmers have had two wheat deductions on their cash ticket – the 
Alberta Wheat Commission check-off of 70-cents per tonne; and the Western 
Canadian Deduction (WCD) of 48-cents per tonne, for a total of $1.18. That will 
come to an end when the WCD automatically sunsets on July 31st. 

At our Annual General Meeting in January, wheat producers 
unanimously passed a motion recommending a combined 
check-off of $1.09 per tonne. The new rate has since received 
provincial regulatory approval and published as an amendment 
to the Alberta Wheat Commission Regulation.

In moving to a single check-off, AWC and the other provincial wheat 
commissions will be assuming all of the financial obligations of the WCD which 
was set up as a transitional levy after the end of the Canadian Wheat Board 
(CWB). Those obligations include funding the development of new wheat 
varieties by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada and the universities, as well as 
the wheat market support and technical services provided by the Canadian 
International Grains Institute (Cigi) in Winnipeg.
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The Alberta Wheat Commission (AWC) aims 
to be proactive in our approach to supporting 
research and innovation. 

In 2014, the AWC scholarship program was 
established and each year new opportunities 
have been added. AWC scholarships are currently 
offered at all post-secondary institutions in Alberta 
that offer agriculture programming, both at the 
graduate and undergraduate level.

In 2016-17, AWC invested $15,000 
in awards offered to students with 
superior academic achievement and 
industry and community leadership. 
These scholarships ensure there will 
be continuous, highly skilled talented 
individuals to support farmers and the 
future success of the wheat industry. 

This year, AWC established two new scholarships 
at the University of Alberta. The first scholarship 
is awarded to an undergraduate student working 
toward a major in Sustainable Agricultural 
Systems (SAS). The SAS program prepares 
students to consider agriculture in a wider context, 
including international perspectives, links between 
social, economic and natural resource systems and 
agricultural production. The other new scholarship 
will be awarded to an undergraduate student 
majoring in Agriculture and Resource Economics 
(ARE). The ARE program gives students the 
technical skills to assess policy and market issues 
as they apply to the agriculture industry. Each 
scholarship will pay out $1,000 annually and begin 
in the 2017-18 academic year.

All AWC scholarships are administered through 
the specific academic institution. Please visit the 
academic institution’s student awards page for 
information on how to apply.

Scholarship recipients for 2016-17:

University of Alberta: 
AWC Graduate Research Scholarship in Crop  
Science- Azam Nikzad 

The Alberta Wheat Commission Award in Crop  
Science- Lindsay Doerksen

Olds College: 
AWC Scholarship in Agriculture- Matthew 
Feenstra

University of Lethbridge: 
AWC Scholarship in Agronomy- Gregory Winkler

Lethbridge College: 
AWC Scholarship in Agricultural Sciences- 
Whitney Meier

Lakeland College: 
AWC Scholarship in Crop Technology- Dustin 
Baabji

In addition to AWC scholarships within Alberta, 
contributions are also made towards the “Seed 
of the Year West” award, which is awarded to a 
plant breeding or genetics graduate student(s) 
to encourage the entry of new plant breeders 
into the industry. The Seed of the Year West 
award is presented annually at the Prairie Grain 
Development Committee meeting and is financed 
by a variety of sources, both private and producer 
funded. In 2017, two scholarships were awarded.

Profile of an AWC Scholar 
– U of A Graduate Research 
Scholarship 

Azam Nikzab already had 
some pretty strong credentials 

under her belt before making her journey to the 
University of Alberta (U of A). Azam previously 
obtained an MSc and PhD in Plant Physiology 
and Breeding (Biotechnology) from Tarbiat 
Modarres University in Iran. Azam is currently 
a PhD candidate in the U of A’s Plant Science 
program, studying under Dr. Habibur Rahman. It 
is for this work that Azam has been awarded both 
the AWC Graduate Research Scholarship in Crop 
Science and the “Seed of the Year West” Award at 
the 2017 Prairie Grain Development Committee 
meeting.

Azam is studying heterosis, the phenomenon 
where the progeny of a cross between two 
different varieties shows higher vigor compared 
to the individual parent varieties. Azam will use 
molecular mapping to identify candidate genes 
for earliness of flowering and maturity. Although 
she will be starting her work on canola, it is 
expected that this knowledge can be extended to 
understand the flowering time pathway for wheat 
and other crops. 

When Azam completes her PhD program she 
hopes to continue in the area of plant breeding. 
Ultimately, she would like to own and operate 
an independent business with a specialization in 
sustainable plant breeding.

The Research Plot
Laura Anderson, Interim Research Manager / Lauren Comin, Research Manager (on maternity leave)  | Alberta Wheat Commission 

Fusarium head blight risk maps – Launching June 15th 
Brian Kennedy, Grower Relations Coordinator | Alberta Wheat Commission

If you saw the Grainews article on May 2nd entitled “Use Those Fusarium 
Maps” you may have noticed that Alberta was missing; not for long. AWC 
has been working with the AgMet Unit of Alberta Agriculture and Forestry 
to provide this tool to Alberta farmers and it is going to be released on 
June15th. We will be using the Manitoba model that uses precipitation and 

temperature to create the maps. Additionally, continued validation of the 
model for Alberta will be undertaken to further fine-tune it. Please keep an 
eye out on the AWC website and social media for Alberta’s FHB risk map 
launch.
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Show me the plots!
Brian Kennedy, Grower Relations Coordinator | Alberta Wheat Commission 

Let me start out with a quote from the movie Jerry Maguire: “We work in a 
business of tough competitors.” Weeds, insects, disease, wildlife, foreign 
competition, and weather are tough competitors, and that is just on the 
production side. Add in marketing, business management, technology 
improvements, regulations, misinformation and trying to make a dollar from 
the simple act of planting – its all enough to make a farmer scream “show me 
the money!”

AWC wants to help you stay tough against competitors by showing you the 
plots.

AWC has invested in a broad range of extension events and demonstrations 
across the province in addition to our research investments, many of which 
will be on display this summer. 

AWC is now supporting regional variety trials (RVTs) across the province 
as well as special RVT demo projects with Smoky Applied Research and 
Demonstration Association (SARDA) and North Peace Applied Research 
Association (NPARA). Other demonstrations supported by AWC across the 
province include:

• Comparison of Yield and Agronomic Performance of Wheat Cultivars 
(CWRS & CPSR) Grown in the Peace Region from Peace Country Beef & 
Forage Association

• Plant Growth Regulator Evaluation and Integration of Soil Health 
Practices for Western Canada Crop Rotations by NPARA

• Spring Wheat Response to Seed Treatment and Foliar Fungicide 
Application by Lakeland Peace Applied Research Association (LARA)

• Demonstrating the Effects of Nitrogen Fertilizer Type, Irrigation and 
Fungicide on Wheat in Northern Alberta’s Climate by Mackenzie Applied 
Research Association (MARA)

• Optimizing Nitrogen Application Rate for Wheat-Canola/Wheat-Pea-
Wheat Rotation Using Urea and polymer Coated Urea (ESN) by Gateway 
Research Association

• The Effect of Nitrogen Placement on Yield and Protein Quality in Hard 
Red Spring Wheat by Chinook Applied Research Association (CARA)

All of the above projects will be on display this summer. Please check your 
local applied research association’s website for details on crop tour dates. 

Summer events: 

AWC is sponsoring “Adding to Your Cereal production 
Toolbox” at AAFC Lacombe on June 13 with expert sprayer 
advice from Tom Wolf. Learn about leaf diseases and how 
to control them.

• AWC is co-hosting WheatStalk on July 20th with Farming Smarter, 
Ducks Unlimited and Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) 
Lethbridge. Come and tour the latest developments in winter wheat and 
the latest research from some of the best breeders and researchers in 
Canada.

• If you live in the Lacombe area, AWC is a partner in CanolaPalooza on 
June 27th. Come and learn about identifying and managing wireworms & 
cereal leaf beetles and much more.

• AWC is a sponsor of all crop tours by local applied research associations 
with crop programs across the province and a major sponsor of Farming 
Smarter’s and SARDA’s Field Schools. If you live in the south, Farming 
Smarter has a great schedule of events on www.farmingsmarter.com. 

• AWC is supporting a tour of Alberta Agriculture & Forestry plots in St. 
Albert on July 19th.

• AWC and our partners Alberta Barley, Alberta Canola and Alberta Pulse 
are expanding our pre-harvest Making the Grade to 2 locations this year, 
July 25th at AAFC Beaverlodge and July 27th at Olds College.

Please check the AWC events calendar at  
www.albertawheat.com for details on how to register  
and updates to summer events. Enjoy.

MAKING
the

PRESENTED BY

JULY 27, 2017  
OLDS COLLEGE

JULY 25, 2017  
BEAVERLODGE RESEARCH STATION

Canadian Grain Comission Consultation 
on Accumulated Surplus Funds:
AWC provided two submissions to this process as well 
as a joint submission with SaskWheat and Manitoba 
Wheat and Barley. AWC’s submissions can be found 
on www.albertawheat.com on our blog.
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In late April 2017 The Canadian Pest Management Regulatory Agency 
(PMRA) came out with its “Re-evaluation Decision RVD2017-01, Glyphosate” 
report which was an extensive re-evaluation on glyphosate use and included 
safety concerns to humans, the environment and other related issues like 
value considerations, measures to minimize risks and more. The take-home 
message as stated in its Executive Summary is that “products containing 
glyphosate do not present unacceptable risks to human health or the 
environment when used according to the revised product label directions”. It 
is not my intent to discuss the science behind PMRA’s review procedures to 
arrive at this decision, neither to debate the outcome.  In Canada, the PMRA 
is the organization we place such a task with and who are high caliber experts 
on such matters. What I do wish to discuss is the phrase used in the last part 
of that sentence just quoted, as those are the key words cereal producers that 
use glyphosate products should take to heart. 

Cereal producers use in-crop applications of glyphosate as a pre-harvest 
“weed control” tool to reduce perennial weed populations on their land 
(Canada Thistle for example). Along with controlling perennial weeds there 
is the dry-down action it has on the weeds in the existing cereal crop making 
it easier to combine a cereal crop. Pre-harvest application of glyphosate has 
well been appreciated by producers, and rightly so, as one of the best ways to 
control perennial weeds as the herbicide is moved down into the weed’s root 
structure when applied at this timing. 

Glyphosate is not a desiccant and it should not be used as one.  That is, 
glyphosate pre-harvest should not be used to even-out maturities in a cereal 
crop. Why is this the case?

As indicated in the report glyphosate poses no unacceptable risks when 
“used according to the revised product label directions”. In recent years 
there has been a lot of public attention both nationally and internationally 
on a seeming increase in levels of both glyphosate and its main metabolite 
aminomethylphosphonic acid (AMPA). They are being detected on some of 
our wheat shipments and even in some wheat products, although well within 
maximum residue limits. So, how do such residues happen and how can we 
as cereal producers lower the risk of such a situation occurring? Research 
clearly shows that the risk of residues develops when glyphosate products 
are applied off-label, specifically when applied too early. We all know that 
glyphosate can only translocate and work properly when applied to actively 

growing or rather actively metabolizing green tissues of targeted plants. If 
glyphosate is applied to a cereal crop prior to its seed reaching physiological 
maturity, a period of time defined as when the transport of nutrients from 
the leaves, stems, and spike have stopped going into the developed seed, the 
grain (seed) will then have the greatest risk of translocating the chemical into 
the seed. 

When does this all so critical “physiological maturity” of the seed take place 
or how can it be identified in the field?  It is when the seed drops its kernel 
moisture content below 30%. It would be nice to show a field of wheat that 
has reached this critical stage, but weather conditions, such as a sudden heat-
wave, a lack of soil moisture (drought) or even a light frost, can speed up the 
onset of maturity to plant tissues ahead of seed maturity. One needs to look 
at the seed to see when the grain has reached physiological maturity. 

The seed at this point usually has lost any remaining green 
tinges and now is completely tan or brown. However, the 
seed could still be swollen with moisture so you need to try 
the “fingernail dent test”. 

If you hand-shell some seed and press your fingernail into it across its width, 
it should leave a mark behind, a dent from your fingernail but it should not 
break the surface of the seed. However, if you cannot easily make and leave 
just the mark from your fingernail without deforming the original shape of 
the seed, then it is likely not quite there yet. If you forcibly squish the seed to 
remove the dough ball, which should be a tough task at this stage, it should 
not be like play-dough but should be firm and hard. Usually the seed will be 
easier to split in two than to remove its dough-ball at moisture levels lower 
than 30%. When the seed is less than 30% kernel moisture, it is then at the 
physiological maturity stage and it is at this stage or later when glyphosate 
products are registered for use in a pre-harvest method. 

There is research data in wheat and barley that show applying glyphosate 
before this stage can cause a loss in yield and sometimes quality parameters 
too. So, there are good agronomic reasons not to apply prior to 30% kernel 
moisture. Secondary flushes and rolling topography both make assessing 
the average maturity level in a given field a difficult task. Therefore, it is best 
to err on the side of caution and put more emphasis on the greener areas 
of the field than on the more mature sections. Decisions about when to 
spray are often under pressure from sprayer availability, wind conditions, 
weather forecasts (especially from warnings of frosts or prediction of adverse 
weather) but we should be conscious of the fact we are all contributors to the 
cereal “big-picture” and thus the preservation of all the tools we want to keep 
in our agronomic tool box may rest on such decisions. 

It should be noted that there is work being done by 
scientists Dr. John O’Donovan and Breanne Tidemann 
to study the effects of rate and timing of a pre-harvest 
glyphosate application on seed germination, yield and 
quality of malting barley. 

Currently maltsters are reluctant to accept barley seed that has been treated 
with glyphosate due to possible negative effects on seed germination and 
quality, and unacceptable glyphosate levels in the seed. Therefore, if the 
barley you are contemplating to spray is destined for malt, you should contact 
the maltster(s) before making that decision as it may not be acceptable if 
sprayed. 

We can all play a part as cereal producers in reducing the risk of having 
chemical residues around for consumers or other end-users to have to deal 
with or raise concerns over. If we can get everyone to spray their pre-harvest 
glyphosate products after physiological maturity has been reached in the 
grain, we will be going a long way to pleasing our end-users and customers 
and that can only be a good thing for all.

Good news regarding glyphosate Health 
risks - but let’s help to keep it that way!
Clair Langlois, Cereal Extension Specialist | Alberta Agriculture and Forestry

AWC encourages farmers to visit Cereals Canada’s Keep it 
Clean website at www.cerealscanada.ca/keep-it-clean to 
learn more about the importance of following the label. 
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What does this mean to you?

With the end of the Western Canadian Deduction (WCD) July 31st, 
the Alberta Wheat Commission (AWC) is transitioning to a single 

check-off of $1.09 per tonne effective August 1, 2017. We are 
consolidating all current AWC programs with WCD obligations  

in a model directly accountable to Alberta farmers.

A 9-cent per tonne reduction from what you currently  
pay with the AWC check-off and the WCD combined.

AWC will be working with grain dealers to ensure the new 
check-off amount is deducted on your wheat sales starting  
in August.

AWC will be assuming all of the funding obligations of the 
WCD and is committed to ensuring continuity in Canada’s 
public breeding programs and market support services.

Visit albertawheat.com to learn more!

Check-off Changes  
Coming Soon

Team Alberta, comprised of Alberta Barley, Canola, Pulse and Wheat 
Commissions, returned to Ottawa April 5th – 6th for our third annual 
outreach trip in partnership with our national policy organization, Grain 
Growers of Canada. Directors and staff from the four commissions met 
with over 30 bureaucrats and elected officials from all three major federal 
parties. These outreach trips serve to bolster our on-going engagement with 
the federal government whereby Team Alberta aims to provide a provincial 
perspective on national policy matters. 

Topics of discussion with Parliamentarians were largely centered around 
market access, with an emphasis on the future of the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP) and potential North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) re-negotiation, the status of rail legislation required to support the 
Transport Minister’s commitment as announced on November 2nd, 2016 
and the critical role that agriculture has and will continue to play as part of 
Canada’s climate change solution. But the topic that seemed to dominate 
many discussions was the government’s announcement that the cash ticket 
deferral mechanism is officially on notice. The consultation, to the shock of 
many, was announced in conjunction with the 2017 Federal Budget and the 

call for submissions closes on July 24th, 2017. Shortly after the announcement, 
AWC invited comments from farmers, which served to inform the messages 
delivered to everyone that Team Alberta met with including representatives 
from the Canada Revenue Agency, the Department of Finance and the 
Prime Minister’s Office. The response from policy makers reflected a 
misunderstanding with respect to the ongoing utility of this mechanism in the 
absence of the Canadian Wheat Board. As a result of AWC’s rapid response 
and vociferous opposition to the proposed removal of this mechanism, we 
have received a significant amount of coverage from local and national media 
outlets, in both the agricultural and mainstream spheres. AWC also made a 
submission as part of the formal consultation, which can be viewed at 
www.albertawheat.com under our blog. 

In addition to meetings on the Hill, Team Alberta joined the Canadian 
Federation of Agriculture Board of Directors for lunch and attended a 
Grain Growers of Canada Parliamentary Reception on Tuesday, April 4th 
which provided an opportunity to connect with Members-of-Parliament, 
bureaucrats and industry partners from a number of national organizations. 

Policy Points 

Team Alberta’s third annual outreach mission 
brings the provincial voice to Ottawa 
Erin Gowriluk, Government Relations and Policy Manager | Alberta Wheat Commission 

weekly marketing  
information and advice!   

FREE weekly 
marketing tips

Outlooks on the  
international markets

Where grain pricing  
sits each week

Visit our website to subscribe and receive alerts  
when a new Market Insider report has been posted.

@albertawheat  |  albertawheat.com

Brennan Turner  
CEO, FarmLead. Rooted in Saskatchewan, 
and all things agriculture. 

Did you know Alberta Wheat Commission posts a weekly  
market report called the Market Insider? 

Discover key marketing information and tips from  
FarmLead’s Brennan Turner.

FREE
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The generic news flow of world wheat hasn’t 
changed much in the past two years in that no 
matter how global wheat data is spun, pretty much 
every government report reveals large supply with 
a statistical outlook that is heavy. The forward-
looking U.S. wheat price grid is higher than a 
stagnant nearby world price that has about US $10-
25/t of flat price volatility. We kick the hope-can 
down the calendar in search of a subsequent yield 
wreck to change the trend.

Spring wheat has moved to an elite relative price 
status and is considered historically rich versus its 
main competitor Hard Red Winter (HRW) wheat 
(CHART 1). Relative buoyancy of spring wheat is 
a function of a poorer quality 2016 Canadian crop 
and a general deficit of protein as larger yield tends 
to produce lower protein. As a result, U.S. Hard Red 
Spring (HRS) wheat demand has incrementally 
captured extra Canada Western Red Spring 
(CWRS) wheat demand from Canada in 2016/17. 
Higher relative spring wheat price has shifted and 
limited respective demand to those that must have 
or are buying it as a blend. This is old news, but 
necessary to establish a base for 2017/18. 

As Western Canadian farmers plant wheat in May, 
crop challenges elsewhere are hard to find. There 
is some debate on the extent of loss that the US 
HRW wheat crop endured with the early May 
snow event, but even if loss is 2-3 million metric 
tonnes (MMT), situation doesn’t change much. 
Whenever a price shock occurs within US borders, 
it is useful to monitor US dollar world wheat prices. 
Often world prices don’t follow, which means local 
strength is limited.

The US typically contains some of the highest 
priced wheat, and therefore tends to be the residual 
supplier to the global wheat trade matrix. Keep 
in mind that wheat is a crop that is planted and 
harvested somewhere in the world at all times. As 
such, exporters that are in position to sell wheat 
tend to be multiple year round which usually 
creates a buyer’s market. 

In the meantime, Former Soviet Union (FSU) 
growing conditions are decent. France and Spain 
will need more rain but conditions in Europe 
appear benign. Australia’s large 35 MMT wheat 
crop is still providing incremental competition. 

Traders are paying close attention to spring wheat 
seeding progress in the US and Western Canada, 
but are confident that if the crop can be planted, a 
favorable soil moisture profile enhances odds of a 
normal yield outcome. 

The 2017 US HRW wheat crop has elevated odds 
of being below normal protein. With beginning 
inventory of higher protein snug, odds would favor 
a wider than normal spring wheat protein price grid 
once again in 2017/18. A normal quality Canadian 
2017 CWRS wheat harvest would not only bring 

Wheat outlook – June, 2017
Greg Kostal, Owner | Kostal Ag Consulting

25 years of Sping Red Wheat less Hard Red Winter Wheat Futures

Source: www.barchart.comYears
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about 3 MMT more milling wheat (10% normal 
feed instead of 25% last year), would enable 
Canada to recapture exports that were lost in 
2016/17.

Feed and Lower Quality Wheat

Perception of ample feed grain supply 
dominates sentiment due to abundance of high 
vomitoxim durum wheat, large 2016 cereal yield, 
overwintered grain that has yet to find a home, 
warm winter, and a well covered user. Domestic 
feed grain outlook can now be described as it’s 
not how low, rather how long market grinds 
sideways before stepping higher.

Southern Alberta has imported modest volumes 
of $3/bu delivered Saskatchewan maximum 10 
parts per million (ppm) vomitoxin durum. It’s 
possible that an additional 1 MMT of offgrade 
wheat has or will be fed domestically in 2016/17, 
supply that was largely a barley substitute. This 
winter, the export market has also latched onto 
higher-vomitoxin relative cheapness, mostly into 
Asia as a corn-substitute. As respective supply 
depletes, another trend later 2017/18 should be 
a firmer feed grain price threshold once Southern 
Alberta needs to reach out for imports. This 
would be most relevant to Southern Alberta but 
more northerly points should participate too. 

Summary: Unless Western Canada reaps 
another quality wreck, odds would favour a 
firmer feed grain price outcome later 2017. 
Milling wheat is poised to remain relatively 
strong within its wheat class peers, but 
with overall global supply still considered 
ample. Expect discounts for lower protein to 
remain wider than normal this year. The most 
competitive global time for wheat is summer. 
This is likely to repeat but should represent the 
low point of the year. 

Selling deferred delivery positions that lug a 
higher price than nearby delivery, selling local 
specials, forward selling lower protein to capture 
probable wider spreads upon delivery later on 
and incrementally selling multi-week strength as 
clear agronomic hurdles are preferred marketing 
tactics.
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YIELD CHALLENGE
Be the Wheat Champion
Alberta Wheat Commission is holding a fun contest for all wheat 
farmers to be the most productive wheat grower in Alberta.

Grand Prize – passes for FarmTech 2018
Entry is FREE. | Two categories for entry – dry land and irrigated.

Visit albertawheat.com for a complete list of rules for entry

Growing the farm safety culture with AgSafe Alberta
Donna Trottier, P. Ag Farm and Ranch Safety Extension Coordinator | AgSafe Alberta

AgSafe Alberta is a 
collaboration of crop and 
livestock sector producer 
groups that have come 
together to develop 
and deliver farm safety 
management tools, resources 
and programs for farmers 
and ranchers in the province 
of Alberta. The AgSafe 
Alberta group was awarded 
a Growing Forward II grant to 
carry out the objectives of the 
project, which is administered 
by AWC. The goal is to 
enable farm businesses 
to take the next step to 
establishing practical farm 
safety management programs 
that will help enhance the 
development of a safety 
culture, where safety is a fully 
integrated part of the farm 
business.

Watch for the following AgSafe Alberta tools, training and services that will 
be released and delivered throughout Alberta in the spring of 2017:

Quick-Start Guide: provides a starting place for building a 
practical safety program on the farm. The step-by-step Quick 
Start program offers tools and accompanying guidance and “how-
to” training for those farm owners who prefer to build a program 
on their own. The program will be adaptable to each commodity 
sector and will guide the customization of the program to match 
the farm size, management system and philosophies. 

Risk Assessment Tools and Training: The AgSafe Alberta risk 
assessment package is intended to help farmers and ranchers 
evaluate the probability and severity of hazards associated with 
the farm job, activity or task, and then subsequently outline what 
measures should be in place to effectively prevent or control 
harm or damage from occurring. The risk assessment tool will 
help the farm management team evaluate job tasks and rank 
them so that training dollars are focused on those tasks that 
represent the most danger for the operation.

On-Farm Advisors: AgSafe Alberta Advisors, equipped with 
a toolbox of safety planning resources and knowledge, will be 
available to assist with establishment and implementation of 
farm safety programming for those farmers seeking assistance. 
The AgSafe Advisors will be available to provide support for 
getting started or formalizing farm safety management systems 
and tailoring safety programs to harmonize with the farm 
operation.

Training Programs: AgSafe Alberta is also developing online 
training courses to complement farm safety programming 
including hazard assessment, risk assessment and farm 
employee safety orientations.

Website and Social Media: Look for further AgSafe Alberta resources and 
updates online at www.agsafeab.ca, 

FB.com/AgSafe Alberta 
Twitter: @AgSafeAB_Donna. 

 • Contact AgSafe Alberta’s Farm and Ranch Safety Extension 
Coordinator, Donna Trottier, to express your interest in AgSafe Alberta 
resources and services: donna@agsafeab.ca. 
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#200, 6815 8th St. NE, Calgary, AB T2E 7H7 
P. 403.717.3711 l TF. 1.855.917.3711 
E. info@albertawheat.com l W. albertawheat.com 

Cleaning House 
AWC recently cleaned up our mailing list to cut back on members receiving duplicate copies of Wheat’s 
up. Please contact us at info@albertawheat.com or 403-219-7902 if you are still receiving multiple 
copies, or if you or someone you know did not receive a copy.

42748534

Disclaimer: This publication is provided for informational purposes 
only and should not be interpreted as providing, without limitation, 
agricultural, marketing, or business management advice. Alberta 
Wheat Commission makes no express or implied guarantees or 
warranties of suitability or accuracy regarding the information 
contained in this publication. In no event shall Alberta Wheat 
Commission be held liable for any special, incidental, consequential, 
direct or indirect injury, damage or loss which may arise from the use 
of, or any decisions made in reliance on, the information provided. 
The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors 
thereof and not necessarily those of the Alberta Wheat Commission. 

Your opinion matters
Visit albertawheat.com and follow us on 
Twitter @albertawheat to get involved with 
the conversation. 

Go paperless. Wheat’s Up is available on our 
website at albertawheat.com. Sign up for the 
e-newsletter and get it quicker!

Upcoming Events

June 27, 2017  CanolaPALOOZA Lacombe, AB

July 6-16, 2017 AgTivity in the City at Calgary Stampede Calgary, AB

July 14, 2017 AAFC Beaverlodge 100th Anniversary Beaverlodge, AB

July 20, 2017 Wheatstalk – Farming Smarter plots Lethbridge, AB

July 25, 2017 Making the Grade Beaverlodge, AB

July 26, 2017 Field Crop Development Centre Field Day Lacombe AB

July 27, 2017 Making the Grade Olds, AB

August 19-20, 2017 Open Farm Days across AB

September 22, 2017 City Slickers Stony Plain, AB

 

Event

 • Visit albertawheat.com for more information on upcoming events, and to learn about the great work  
our team is doing. 

*Please visit albertawheat.com for a list of AWC - sponsored crop walks, field days and more. 


