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A lifetime shaping farm policy
Gary Stanford  |  Alberta Wheat Commission chair

As I begin to write my last Alberta Wheat 
Commission (AWC) chair message, recounting 
AWC’s success and progress over the years is 
beyond gratifying. I have been a board member 
with AWC since its inception in 2012 and I could 
not be more proud of all we have accomplished 
together. 

My involvement with wheat commissions in 
Alberta goes back a long way. Many of you may 
recall when there were two wheat commissions 
in Alberta; the Alberta Winter Wheat Producers 
Commission (AWWPC) and the Alberta Soft 
Wheat Producers Commission (ASWC). In 1996, 
I joined the AWWPC where I devoted 16 years 
as a board member. Fast forward to early 2011, 
when the AWWPC and ASWC boards began 
discussing merging to form an all-wheat 
commission in Alberta. That same year, a motion 
was passed at both commissions’ annual general 
meetings to move ahead with the formation of 
AWC. 

On August 1, 2012, the same day the Canadian 
Wheat Board closed, AWC was born. I’m 
pleased to have been a part of the historic 
merge to form AWC, and further grow the 
commission into what it is today. 

Over the years my passion for agriculture policy 
and government relations grew, which allowed 
me to contribute to other organizations such as 
Grain Growers of Canada (GGC). Through GGC 
farmers have a voice in Ottawa, allowing us to 
bring our interests to The Hill and influence the 
decision makers. I was on the board of directors 
for GGC for many years and from 2013-2016, 
I was honoured to serve as their President. I 
have participated in numerous Ottawa lobbying 

trips to advocate for free-trade deals and 
improved market access, improvements to 
business risk management programs, and that 
Canadian farmers should be recognized for their 
sustainable practices. 

Other highlights for me include in 2001 when I 
helped modify two winter wheat classes; one 
for milling so we could maintain the integrity 
of our high-quality milling class for exports, 
and the other was a feed class for feed and 
ethanol use. Also, in 2008 I helped remove the 
kernel visual distinguishability requirement (KVD) 
in wheat breeding. Just in this last year, our 
organization collaborated with Alberta’s Minister 
of Agriculture and Forestry, Devin Dreeshen, to 
find a new approach to government-funded 
research. I also worked with Alberta’s Minister of 
Education on the future of agriculture education 
in schools.

Since AWC’s inception in 2012, I witnessed the 
commission go from the new kid on the block 
to a strong force in the Canadian agriculture 
landscape. I am beyond proud to have been a 
part of this organization. In my 24 years of wheat 
commission involvement I am proud to say I 
have helped form the future of Alberta wheat.

I would like to thank my fellow directors for your 
dedication and vision on moving the Canadian 
wheat industry forward. It’s been a pleasure 
working alongside you and learning from 
you. I tip my cap to Tom Steve, AWC’s fearless 
leader and general manager. Lastly, I would 
like to thank my wife Diane for the unwavering 
support all these years. I look forward to passing 
the torch come our annual general meeting in 
January at FarmTech. 

See ya,

Gary 

Another year of growth  
and progress
Dave Bishop  |  Alberta Barley chair

Following Alberta Barley’s annual general 
meeting (AGM) and Prairie Cereals Summit (PCS) 
in Banff this past December, I can’t help but 
reflect on a successful 2019 for our commission. 

Before the Alberta Barley AGM on December 
11, 2019, we held the director and delegate 
session which included a Canadian barley value 
chain roundtable discussion with Barley Council 
Canada (BCC), Canadian Malt Barley Technical 
Centre, Brewing and Malting Barley Research 
Institute, and Cereals Canada. Alberta Barley 
has been working diligently in the background 
to align and identify synergies amongst the 
barley value chain and we took a leadership 

role in the restructuring of BCC. I am pleased we 
had the chance to showcase the new strategic 
direction for Canadian barley to our directors 
and delegates in Banff. 

Following the director and delegate discussion 
was Alberta Barley’s AGM. Our amalgamated 
staff with the Alberta Wheat Commission 
continues to unveil synergies and advance our 
interests as Alberta barley and wheat growers. 
Our commission’s trajectory is promising. 
Next, we unveiled our new barley socks. To 
say the barley socks were a hit would be an 
understatement.

Upon our AGM comes the welcoming and 
departure of board members. Director-at-
large Wade McAllister will now serve as 
the commission’s vice-chair. Alberta Barley 
welcomed Dick Wymenga of Leslieville and 
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Tara Sawyer of Acme to our board of directors. 
I would like to extend a thank you to outgoing 
board members Jason Lenz and Brian Sewell. 
Jason was a former board member and the 
past chair for Alberta Barley. Brian was our past 
vice-chair and also a former board member. My 
fellow board members and I would like thank 
both Jason and Brian for their dedication and 
years of service to Alberta Barley.   

That evening following our AGM, we kicked-off 
the second annual PCS with the renowned Banff 
Pub Tour sponsored by ATB Financial. As always, 
it was a smashing success!  

The next day brought the conference portion of 
PCS. Highlight speakers and panels included the 
CN grain transportation panel, the Honourable 

Stockwell Day who discussed international 
trade with a focus on China, and Danielle Smith 
who gave us an analysis and insights on the 
new federal carbon tax. Other topics included 
Canadian grain code of practice, social media 
and farmers, grain traceability, innovation 
in sensor technology, and more. It was an 
impressive lineup and incredibly gratifying to 
see so much engagement from the audience. 
You can get a snapshot of PCS 2019 highlights 
below on this current page. 

We closed PCS that evening with a delicious 
banquet supper and comedy entertainment 
from Joe Pillitteri. I have never seen a comedian 
get a banquet room full of farmers laughing so 
hysterically!

The PCS event itself, a joint-effort between the 
Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions, is an 
example of our significant progress, let alone a 
time to reflect on a years-worth of hard work. 
I could not be more proud of Alberta Barley’s 
growth. 

The commission’s staff really outdid themselves 
on delivering an engaging PCS. I would like to 
thank the commission staff that brought this 
event to life, and additionally Megan Evans on 
her flawless execution. I would also like to thank 
all of the guests and speakers who attended. 
We hope you got great value from the crop 
conference in the Rockies. 

See you at PCS 2020 and cheers to another  
year of progress! 

Edmonton 
EXPO Centre

January
28 - 30, 2020

Canada’s Premier Crop Production and Farm Management Conference
FarmTech 2020 features an outstanding line-up of 

speakers delivering more than 65 concurrent sessions 

covering the latest in technology, environment agronomy 

and farm business management.

The Agricultural Showcase is home to the most 

innovative companies displaying their products and 

services along with special events and networking 

opportunities.

The great falling number debate
Tom Steve, General Manager  |  Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions

You would have to be living under a rock in 
Antarctica not to hear about the widespread 
imposition of Falling Number (FN) on farmers in 
Western Canada in 2019. 

We started to see grain companies requiring 
FN tests in some areas of Alberta in 2016 due to 
wet harvest conditions, but this past year it went 
prairie wide, and more companies have joined 
the parade. 

The truth is, FN is the standard that wheat has 
been traded on in the international market for 
decades. End users demand a minimum FN and 
exporters are obligated to meet those specs.

FN is a test conducted to indicate enzyme 
activity in wheat which can be detrimental to the 
baking process. Higher FN is better, and lower 
FN is often linked to grain which has begun to 
sprout.

The test is performed by grinding up a sample 
of wheat, mixing a slurry with hot water and 
dropping a ball through the slurry. The longer 
it takes for the ball to drop through the mixture, 
the more consistent the dough. Generally, 
anything above 300 seconds is good milling 
wheat. 

The AWC team developed an excellent guide 
to avoiding losses from sprout and FN in a 
special edition of The Growing Point newsletter 
in October at www.albertawheat.com/media/
the-growing-point.

So why is this a shock to many farmers? 
Canada’s grading system, administered by the 
Canadian Grain Commission (CGC), is unique in 
the world in strictly using visual assessment to 

determine grade. Our major competitors, the US 
and Australia, rely on FN.

This year, many grain companies have been 
requiring FN tests before wheat is delivered 
as well as applying discounts and embedding 
minimum FN in contracts. This has caused 
widespread confusion because FN is not a 
grading factor in Canada. 

AWC has taken issue with grain companies 
essentially imposing two systems on farmers – 
visual grading and FN. We believe it should be 
one or the other and in general favour a move to 
objective grading with more emphasis on FN.

But, like everything in agriculture, it’s not that 
simple. The Hagberg FN test is slow – about 15 
minutes – and results on the same sample can 
vary widely. 

Grain companies have strongly opposed FN as 
a grading factor, saying it will increase costs and 
be a losing proposition for farmers. We disagree 
and have heard many reports from farmers of 
wheat with poor visual appearance receiving 
top milling prices based on good FN.

This year has demonstrated once again that 
our visual grading system is out of step with the 
needs of our customers. The grain companies 
have completely by-passed the CGC making 
them powerless as a third party arbitrator 
because they can only enforce the visual grades. 

We think the time is long overdue for a national 
discussion aimed at modernizing our grading 
system because in our view FN is here to stay.

Hosted by the Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions, this two-day event includes Alberta Barley’s 
annual general meeting (AGM), a pub tour in downtown Banff, a full day conference, a research 
poster session, followed by a banquet dinner with entertainment. 

Continued from previous page

The crop conference in the Rockies 

Alberta Barley’s AGM is a great forum for conversation and 
dialogue on the future and progression of the commission. 

During the conference portion of PCS, keynote speaker the 
Honourable Stockwell Day enlightened the crowd with his 
analysis of international trade relations with China.

Conference guests made new friends and caught up with 
old ones over their favourite malt barley beverage during 
the Banff pub-tour sponsored by ATB Financial.

The final speaker of the PCS conference, Danielle Smith, 
ignited attendees with her insights on the federal carbon 
tax and its’ inevitable impact on Canadian farmers.

Socks! The Alberta Wheat Commission and Alberta Barley 
unveiled their latest installment of the renowned wheat and 
barley socks.

With over 250 guests comprised of farmers and industry 
professionals, the Prairie Cereals Summit is an up-and-coming 
stop on the Canadian agriculture conference circuit. 

General 
Manager’s 

Message

Prairie Cereals Summit 2019
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On behalf of the barley industry, the Brewing 
and Malting Barley Research Institute (BMBRI) 
is working closely with the Barley Council of 
Canada (BCC) to facilitate the development of a 
national research strategy for barley. 

Barley is a relatively small crop in Canada with a 
modest research investment of approximately 
$2 million annually from grower commissions 
and industry. In order to support barley as 
a profitable cropping option, the research 
investment must continue to be strategically 
targeted and provide a high return on 
investment for farmers. 

The National Barley Research Strategy will serve 
as a valuable resource for researchers, producer 
and industry research funders, barley industry 
stakeholders and the Government of Canada.

Objectives of the National Barley Research 
Strategy:

•  Identify and quantify the research of highest 
importance to producers and end users

•  Influence government, and other research 
funders’, investment in barley research

•  Deliver a current inventory of barley research 
projects in Canada

•  Provide clear guidance to researchers on the 
highest priority research areas

•  Increase efficiency of research funding by 
avoiding duplication and investing sufficiently 
in critically important work

•  Facilitate collaboration of funders, and 
scientists, on research of joint interest 

If you are a producer and would like to 
contribute to the strategy on barley research, 
stay tuned at albertabarley.com for the survey 
to go live in early 2020.

Last month saw the release of two long awaited lists: Santa’s nice/naughty 
compilation and the 2020-2021 Recommended Malting Barley Varieties 
list. The annual report from the Canadian Malting Barley Technical Centre 
(CMBTC) gives producers a breakdown of malting barley varieties with the 
best potential for selection and marketing. Like Santa’s scroll, the barley list 
has good news for some, bad news for others and a few surprises along 
the way. 

“One of the unexpected elements was how far AC Metcalfe acres declined 
in 2019 due to lower yields and disease resistance,” said Peter Watts, 
managing director of the CMBTC. 

Though CDC Copeland remains the most grown malting barley variety 
at 44 per cent of seeded acres, the high-yielding AAC Synergy was a 
pleasant surprise as it increased acres from 11.2 per cent in 2018 to  
19.2 per cent last year. Perhaps most exciting for industry is the  
emergence of some promising new kids on the block. 

“We have this suite of new varieties that are seeing scaled up seed 
production over the past couple of years,” said Watts.

Two of those varieties are CDC Bow and AAC Connect, both sitting 
at about 2 per cent of seeded acres and expected to be available in 
commercial quantities in 2020. While it lags behind these two at present, 
CDC Fraser is also on the rise at 0.5 per cent. 

Change is in the air
 “This is an opportunity for the industry to transition away from AC  
Metcalfe – which has been dominant for so many years – and adopt new 
varieties that will fill that space going forward,” said Watts. “We are at a 
crossroads in 2020 where AAC Synergy is the first variety to really gain 
widespread acceptance since AC Metcalfe and CDC Copeland were 
introduced in the early 2000s.”

As well, Lowe, CDC Copper and CDC Churchill are all recently registered 
varieties that are still building up seed supply and showing promise. 
Ultimately, for the newcomers to find a foothold, or for established 
varieties to remain relevant, they need to work for the farmer, maltster  
and brewer.

“CDC Bow, CDC Fraser and AAC Connect are very good varieties with 
strong disease packages and high yields,” said Kevin Sich, supply 
chain director at Rahr Malting Canada Ltd. “They all just need market 
development, yet it becomes a real ‘chicken and egg’ dilemma for 
growers. The producer wants to incorporate the new variety, but there is 
no market access for it; meanwhile, the end user says they can’t sell the 
variety because farmers aren’t growing enough of it. We need changes  
in the industry if we want to bring new varieties to market faster.” 

With the past year’s disappointing harvest, there is no excess of malting 
barley available. While that may mean a push by some maltsters to boost 
malt levels, it won’t be the case for Rahr.

“We probably have the best production contract growers in the industry 
working with us,” said Sich. “Even in a difficult year, they still come through 
by seeding earlier or tweaking other agronomic practices, so we haven’t 
seen the challenges that some other players may experience.”

Grow it or throw it?
For growers, one challenge is keeping up with what’s hot and what’s not in 
the malting world.

“Canada Malt is dropping Synergy altogether, which is odd,” said Wade 
McAllister, vice-chair of Alberta Barley and a barley farmer in Red Deer 
County. “They are big on Connect, Lowe, Fraser and Copeland, while Rahr 
is using a majority of Synergy.”

Since McAllister grows for both Rahr and Canada Malt, he is putting more 
Connect in this year for Canada Malt while still growing 1000-1500 tonnes 
of Synergy per year, as Rahr continues to accept it. In growing for multiple 
maltsters, he is largely unaffected by changes reflected in the new varieties 
list, but some producers aren’t as lucky.

“Synergy not being accepted at Canada Malt anymore is a big shocker 
for growers,” said McAllister. “Many people had Synergy as the majority 
of their acres as they started switching to it, and now suddenly they can’t 
sell to Canada Malt. “It means they must all go out and buy new seed for 
a new variety. I had a bunch of Synergy seed left over and now can’t use 
it all, which is unfortunate. It comes down to the necessity of any variety 
working for all links in the value chain.” 

In striving to meet varying demands for malt barley, producers must also 
be aware that if barley doesn’t fit with anyone’s specifications, it is destined 
for feed; though there may be a silver lining.

“There is a financial risk if your barley does not make malt quality, as the 
feed market tends to be lower value than malt,” says Geoff Backman, 
manager of business development and markets with the Alberta Wheat 
and Barley Commissions. “In the last two years, we have seen the gap 
between malt and feed prices narrow due to stronger export demands for 
feed barley. Trade deals like the CPTPP [Comprehensive and Progressive 
Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership] have improved access to feed 
barley markets like Japan and are helping to minimize the value difference 
between malt and feed. We see this impact most strongly in regions with 
domestic livestock like Southern Alberta, where feed barley values were 
close to $4.97 per bushel at the end of November, 2019.”

Whether it’s Santa’s list or the malting barley compilation, those who don’t 
like the contents may be heartened by a common refrain in farming: 
There’s always next year.

Download episodes on iTunes
or visit grainswest.com to listen

Annual General  
Meeting

Join us at FarmTech for  
Alberta Wheat Commission’s

January 29, 2020          

9:45 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.             

Edmonton Expo Centre, Hall F

 
Open to the general public

albertawheat.com

Hear about the work we’re doing  
for farmers.

Making a (barley) list  
and checking it twice
Geoff Geddes  |  The Word Warrior

It went from 38.5 per cent of seeded acres  
in 2015 to 23.7 per cent last year, so that’s  
a dramatic drop.”“

In order to support barley as 
a profitable cropping option, 
the research investment must 
continue to be strategically 
targeted and provide a high 
return on investment for 
farmers” 

National Barley Research Strategy update 
Gina Feist, Executive Director  | Brewing and Malting Barley Research Institute

3albertawheat.com | albertabarley.com

http://albertawheat.com


Pre-harvest sprouting (PHS) is a result of low grain dormancy and favourable 
environment conditions, especially wet harvest weather, that enhance 
seed germination before harvest. Sprouting may continue during grain 
storage or shipment. Several factors, apart from total rainfall, can determine 
whether grain actually sprouts before harvest. These include the cereal 
cultivar grown, maturity stage, temperature patterns and rainfall during 
crop development stages. Temperature, humidity and cloud cover after 
the rainfall event and on-farm factors such as waterlogging and soil type 
in each field, or part of the field, play a role in determining PHS. Thus, the 
extent of sprouting is very hard to predict.

PHS in spring cereals barley, bread wheat and durum wheat causes major 
economic losses due to a decrease in grain yield, grain quality and viability 
of seed for planting. For wheat, the average yearly estimated losses in 
Canada are about $100 million. Similarly, significant economic losses occur 
in barley due to PHS damage. Some of the grain with PHS damage may be 
lighter and can be blown out of the combine during harvesting.

Barley
Barley grain damaged by PHS will not attract premium malting prices, and 
the feed market will discount sprouted barley grain. PHS damaged barley 
will have low germination energy in the malt house. For years, Canadian 
barley breeders have selected malting varieties that have less dormancy 
than feed varieties due to the need to have rapid germination in the malt 
house. Malting barley varieties have a high propensity to sprout in the field 
if the environment is conducive. Generally, some feed barley, both six-row 
and two-row types, have higher tolerance to PHS. 

Research by Dr. Joseph Nyachiro at the Field Crop Development Centre in 
Lacombe, Alberta indicate that varieties such as Xena, CDC Dolly, Conlon, 
Seebe and Champion are more resistant to PHS than AC Metcalfe, CDC 
Copeland, CDC Bold, Niobe and Ponoka. 

Also, the six-row varieties Vivar, Kasota, AC Lacombe and AC Ranger show 
higher resistance to PHS than other six-row varieties including Legacy, 
Sundre, Tukwa, Trochu, Tradition and most two-row feed, malting and 
hulless types.

 
 
 

Wheat
Sprouting damage in wheat leads to decreased end-use quality traits 
because as the seed germinates before harvest, starch, protein and other 
components are degraded. Generally, soft white-seeded wheat varieties 
are more susceptible to PHS compared to red-seeded varieties. However, 
there are variations among the white-seeded and red-seeded wheat 
varieties. The adverse PHS impacts on wheat grain quality include reduced 
baking quality of the dough by making it porous, sticky and off-colour. The 
quality of other wheat products such as noodles and pasta will reduce by 
using sprouted grain. The price of sprouted wheat can be decreased by  
20 to 50 per cent, and in the worst case to feed if sprouting is greater  
than 3 per cent. According to the Canadian Grain Commission, quality 
standards for grain exports follow very stringent rules. It allows only  
0.1 to 0.3 per cent sprouting in grain for export.

As referenced on page 2 in the column The great falling number debate, 
buyers of Canadian wheat are increasingly using the Falling Number 
(FN) test as a specification. The FN test indicates the structural integrity 
of starch in the grain. To conduct the test, grind the grain into meal, add 
water, mix with a stirrer and add heat for 60 seconds. FN is the number 
of seconds it takes for the stirrer to fall to the bottom of the test tube. The 
longer it takes the stirrer to fall, the higher the quality of starch. Low FN is 
generally associated with grain starch degradation due to alpha amylase 
enzyme activity during the process of PHS. Generally, FNs of 250 to 300 are 
considered to be medium low and FNs greater than 300 are considered 
good. Wheat grain can be discounted for low FN. 

The Alberta Seed Guide (www.seed.ab.ca) shows a PHS rating for spring 
wheat varieties. Producers need to consult the guide in order to make clear 
decisions as to which variety to grow. For example, according to data in 
the Alberta Seed Guide, AAC Alida VB is listed as a variety with very good 
PHS resistance while AAC Brandon is classified as a variety with poor PHS 
resistance while other spring wheat varieties fall between these two. Even 
PHS-resistant varieties will sprout when conditions are cool and wet for an 
extended period. 

Recently, with three of the last four harvests occurring in less than ideal 
conditions with wet fall weather conditions and early snow precipitations, 
the development of pre-harvest resistant varieties is becoming a priority 
for prairie cereal commissions.

Impact of pre-harvest sprouting 
damage in Alberta wheat and barley
Joseph Nyachiro  |  Alberta Agriculture and Forestry
David Simbo, Research Program Manager  |  Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions

“

New Crop  
Missions 
Led by Cereals Canada, the Canadian Grain Commission 
and the Canadian International Grains Institute (Cigi), 
AWC participates annually in new crop missions, an 
initiative aimed at promoting high quality Canadian 
wheat to our global customers. The new crop missions 
are an opportunity to showcase Canadian farming 
practices to international buyers. Our new crop mission 
representatives help buyers to better understand how 
Canadian farmers select seed, plant it and harvest it, 
while leveraging Canada’s natural resources of clean air, 
clean water and clean land. The new crop missions are 
one of the services that Canadian farmers provide to our 
customers, but are also an opportunity for customers to 
voice concerns directly with our value chain. The missions 
also serve as a forum that Canada uses to work towards 
resolving potential trade barriers. Strong communication 
and relationships with our customers help with trade 
issues and ensuring Canadian farmers are selling market-
ready grain. 

The latest installment of new crop missions took place in 
late 2019. Refer below to see the key take-aways from the 
various Canadian wheat representatives.

Jake Leguee, Director 
Sask Wheat Development Commission

Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco and Italy

In every case, the buyers were keenly interested in what 
our farming practices are - why we do what we do, how 
we make decisions, and how we look after our crops. 
Speaking directly to our end-users is an amazing way to 
learn what it is they care about when considering which 
producer to buy from.”

“

Boris Michaelaski, Director 
Manitoba Wheat and Barley Growers Association

Japan and Philippines

Japan is a quality-focused Canadian 
wheat customer. This trade mission 
serves a product support role by 
sharing grading, milling and baking data 
with international millers and bakers, 
which is critical in maintaining customer 
satisfaction.”

“

John Wozniak, Director 
Alberta Wheat Commission

Dubai and Nigeria

Canadian wheat exports to Nigeria have significantly 
grown over the past few years. Providing customer 
service through support and assurance of quality 
is key as they desire our high-quality wheat. We 
continue to build a strong, collaborative relationship 
with this emerging country.”

“

Brett Halstead, Director  
Sask Wheat Development Commission

Indonesia, Singapore and China

The new crop missions are 
essential to me being able 
to continue to market my 
wheat. We need to be able 
to listen to international 
customers and answer their 
questions, as well as tell our 
Canadian grower story. It is 
important to consistently work 
on building and maintaining 
these important trade partner 
relationships.” 

The research programming of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
of the Government of Alberta has been in a state of flux for the past 
five years. Changing governing parties has led to a change in priorities 
and operating models. The 2019-2020 provincial budget has called for 
significant savings to be found in the area of primary agriculture. The 
overall reduction in the ministry is 9.1 per cent, with $34.1 million to be 
saved over the next four years in primary agriculture. Industry recognizes 
the necessity of reduced government spending; however, also wants to 
emphasize the importance of government research funding and scientific 
programming to support industry competitiveness, sustainability and 
profitability. 

Commodity commissions and primary agriculture associations have 
collaborated to develop a white paper which directs government on the 
research needs of our industry and proposes a path forward to maximize 
our success. 

Led by Alberta Wheat Commission, Alberta Barley and Alberta Beef Producers, 
the paper covers three areas of research: policy, funding and capacity. 

The previous government had sought to develop a new research and 
innovation framework that was largely intended to support the policies 
they championed. The framework, which was neither built in consultation 
with industry nor supported by industry, would have seen a shift away 
from productivity-based research and towards sustainability and public 
trust. This framework was never finalized and was set aside when the 
United Progressive Conservative party gained power earlier this year. 

The White Paper proposes that, while the province should play a role in 
setting agricultural policy, that these policies be developed in consultation 
with industry. Industry groups have a strong presence in policy advocacy 
on both the provincial and federal level and work closely with one another 
to gather evidence to ensure strong, cohesive messaging. There has also 
been considerable industry investment and effort to develop key research 
outcomes in priority areas, and government policies and priorities should 
be complementary to these initiatives. 

The crop industry has not had stable provincial research funding since 
the Alberta Crop Industry Development Fund, better known as ACIDF, 
dissolved in 2017. Even then, funding was provided in infrequent envelopes 
when the ministry finished a fiscal year with a surplus. Funding for both the 
crop and livestock sector was brought into the ministry and the funding 
envelopes significantly reduced. The distribution of funding across sectors 
is not transparent and the decision-making process has not been well 
communicated. The agriculture industry needs predictable and stable 
funding of regionally relevant research.

In the producer-penned document, a new funding model is proposed. In 
this model, the funding is provided to a producer directed organization at 
arms-length of the ministry. This position ensures that funding is not lost at 
the end of the fiscal year and operations aren’t affected by election cycles. 
The board of the new organization would include representation from 
both the crops and livestock sectors, in recognition of the critical synergies 

between them. Funding would be split in an equitable and transparent 
manner between the two primary sectors and funding decisions would 
take into consideration industry needs and impacts.

Alberta is unique in that they have research capacity within the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Forestry. In turn, the agriculture industry is unique within 
Alberta in that the research capacity of other industries is concentrated 
within Alberta Innovates under the Ministry of Economic Development, 
Trade and Tourism. This speaks to producer’s level of involvement in 
research in their industry and the longstanding importance of agriculture to 
Alberta’s economic success. 

Much of the capacity of the ministry is critical to producers. The White 
Paper stresses which services are essential and need to remain within 
the ministry, which are essential government services but should be 
transitioned to another ministry or subsidiary, and which should be 
transition to an alternative service model outside of the government. 

An example of services which should remain within the ministry are the 
health and assurance functions which exist within both major sectors. For 
example, ministry staff survey and monitor weed, insect and disease pests 
to predict and reduce the threat to crops. The ministry also administers 
legislation, such as the Agricultural Pest Act, which is informed by the data 
collected by these staff. Sector specialists, which exist in both livestock 
and crops, were also recommended to remain within the ministry to act as 
neutral advisors and conduits between the ministry and industry.

The province currently maintains a cereal breeding program at the Field 
Crop Development Centre in Lacombe focused primarily on development 
of new barley varieties. This facility is the home to three barley breeders 
and a complement of supporting scientists. However, the program has 
struggled in recent years from changing and restrictive government 
policies and constraints on staffing. The relevance of this program and its 
genetic output to western Canadian producers has declined. The program 
would more effectively serve producers if transitioned to a partnership 
between the University of Alberta, the ministry and industry. Such a 
partnership would also strengthen the existing wheat breeding program 
at the University, which focuses on breeding spring wheats for the short-
seasoned parkland region. This is a significant transition that will require 
a willingness to cooperate and shared vision amongst all stakeholders. 
However, if carried out successfully, it will greatly improve delivery of crop 
genetics adapted to Alberta’s unique growing regions and strengthen the 
ability to train new scientists to serve our industry.

The industry has a vision for a strong agriculture sector, supported by 
a ministry that is supportive of the priorities of producers. Funding and 
programming should be directed by those with the best understanding of 
the needs of the industry, in collaboration with a government that has the 
needs of the industry, public good and economic competitiveness and 
sustainability as high priorities. Both Minister Dreeshen and Premier Kenney 
have been vocal about the need to put research back in the hands of 
producers. Producer groups look forward to working with the Minister and 
staff to see their vision come to fruition. 

Temperature, humidity and cloud cover after the rainfall event and  
on-farm factors such as waterlogging and soil type in each field, or  
part of the field, play a role in determining PHS.”

“

Producers collaborate to set the direction of provincial research
Lauren Comin, Director of Research | Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions

“

Gary Stanford, Chair 
Alberta Wheat Commission

Mexico, Ecuador, Colombia and Peru

Latin America really values our high-quality wheat as 
it’s consistent in the milling and baking processes. 
They have a growing demand and food-safety is a 
major priority. They recognize Canada as reputable 
food-safety exporter, so discussing our sustainable 
farming practices is incredibly valuable to our 
customers.” 

SAVE THE 
HARD WORK  
FOR THE  
FIELD.

APPLY NOW AT 
FARMCASHADVANCE.COM

Made available by 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s 

Advance Payments Program

FARM CASH
Cash Advance Program
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The “harvest from hell” is certainly not finished for many farmers in 
Alberta and is now, in some respects, turning into the “marketing 
year from hell.” Tough, damp, green, cracked and sprouted, are all 
descriptive words, that if referenced in regards to your crop, can 
negatively impact your bottom line. This year, we’re hearing these 
words often being talked about amongst Alberta farmers. But, there 
is a way for farmers to enhance their knowledge on crop quality to 
maximize grades and help maximize returns. 

Making the Grade is an annual hands-on grain grading course 
presented by Alberta Canola, Alberta Barley, Alberta Pulse Growers and 
the Alberta Wheat Commission, designed for Alberta farmers. This grain 
grading day gives farmers the opportunity to learn about how grades 
are assessed and steps that can lead to maximizing their grade. 

This year the course will be held in Grande Prairie on February 19, 
2020 at Grande Prairie Regional College. Farmers will be divided into 
four groups and rotate through the four grading stations for hands-on 
learning from experts on grading canola, wheat, barley and pulses. The 
grading experts that lead each station always encourage questions and 
are prepared to provide any information farmers may ask.

Farmers will learn about correct screening for dockage and measuring 
green seeds in canola, wheat grading techniques including a focus on 
falling number, how chitting and kernel plumpness effect barley grades, 
best management practices to minimize splits, cracks and staining in 
pulse crops, storage management and more. 

Growers interested in learning about different grading factors can 
register for Making the Grade on any of the host websites for an 
insightful day of learning. 

Renn Breitkreuz who farms in Onoway, Alberta and attended the 2018 
Making the Grade event in Olds, Alberta said “It is a great course to get 
more in-detail information about grain grading.” 

Devin Hartzler, a seed grower in Carstairs commented “Making the 
Grade was a valuable day for my farming business.”

Don’t wait too long to register, last year Making the Grade in Olds was 
sold out. Register today for Making the Grade on February 19, 2020 in 
Grande Prairie at albertawheat.com or albertabarley.com.

Our industry-led team works with farmers and ranchers 
to develop and implement practical farm safety 

management systems to help make safety a 
fully-integrated part of your day-to-day operations. 

Guides and 
Templates

Farm safety starts with 
YOU!

Get started today
www.agsafeab.ca

Hazard Assessments
FarmSafe Plans

Toolbox
Talks

e-Learning 
Courses

Advisor Visits

Workshops

Making the Grade 2020 
Brian Kennedy, Grower Relations and Extension Manager  |  Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions

During the summer months of 2019, the UCP government 
led consultations with farmers and ranchers across the 
province to hear their thoughts on current farm safety 
legislation. In response, Alberta’s Agriculture and Forestry 
Minister Devin Dreeshen introduced Bill 26 in Alberta 
legislature on November 20, 2019. Bill 26 received royal 
assent in the Legislative Assembly of Alberta on December 
5, 2019 and will be effective come January 31, 2020.

What is Bill 26?
Bill 26, or the Farm Freedom and Safety Act, replaces Bill 6 which was 
put in place by the NDP government in 2015. The UCP government 
introduced Bill 26 to update farm safety rules, make farm safety more 
practical for farmers and ranchers operating businesses of all sizes 
across the province, and limit confusion and frustration for all working 
in Alberta’s agriculture sector.  

What would Bill 26 mean for farm safety? 
In terms of legislated changes, Bill 26 will affect mandatory workers 
compensation (WCB) coverage and employment standards 
depending on the number of employees on your farm.  Farms and 
ranches should also note that if you have any waged workers, the 
OHS Act still applies but not the regulations and code. 

Kent Erickson, the chair of AgSafe Alberta’s board of directors, says 
that changes in legislation shouldn’t alter farmers’ everyday attitudes 
toward safety. Even farms and ranches that wouldn’t need to make 
changes due to Bill 26 can work to minimize hazards and ensure their 
operations run as safely as possible. 

“There’s good momentum in agriculture safety right now, and 
AgSafe Alberta wants to keep that momentum going,” says Erickson. 
“Regardless of the regulations, AgSafe Alberta is encouraging farmers 
to lead better safety practices on their farms.” He adds every farmer 
and rancher should constantly strive to improve farm safety. 

How AgSafe Alberta can help you
AgSafe Alberta is working hard to support a culture of safety on farms 
and ranches through information, education and training. The end-
goal is safer farms and ranches across the province. 

Changes in legislation can be tricky to navigate, but AgSafe 
Alberta aims to help all farmers and ranchers in the province better 
understand what Bill 26 means for their business, and what changes 
can or must be made to ensure compliance with this legislation. 
However, regardless of the size of your farm and whether Bill 26 
results in changes for you, safety is integral to the success of your 
business.

AgSafe Alberta has a wealth of tools and resources to help you feel 
confident that your farm is safe for all who work there and who visit. 
Online resources, templates and guides are all available to help any 
farmer start or improve upon a farm safety strategy. AgSafe Alberta 
advisors can offer safety planning and guidance in-person or over the 
phone. Simply, AgSafe Alberta can help you implement a culture of 
safety that works for your business and complies with legislation. 

“Our program is tailored to build safety on farms regardless of 
regulations or legislation and is something that farms of all sizes should 
get involved in,” says Erickson. “It will help build a culture of farm 
safety, and in turn, that will help minimize accidents on Alberta farms.”

The Farm Freedom and Safety Act: 
What This Means for Your Farm’s Safety
AgSafe Alberta Society

February 19, 2020
Grande Prairie Regional College

Grande Prairie, AB

THE GRADE
Making

A HANDS-ON GRAIN GRADING DAY FOR FARMERS

 
Registration: 

albertawheat.com
albertabarley.com

Early Bird Registration $75
After February 5th  $100

 

Let’s talk!
AgSafe Alberta can help you implement an effective 

safety strategy and offer safety guidance.

P: 403.219.7901
agsafeab.ca
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Consider GxExM in your crop planning
Jeremy Boychyn, Agronomy Research Extension Specialist  |  Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions

Do you manage different Canada Western Red Spring (CWRS) wheat 
varieties with the same inputs? If so, you may not be seeing an equal 
return on investment (ROI). As our industry continues to encourage farmers 
to produce more with the same – or fewer – inputs, having an ideal 
agronomic “recipe” for specific varieties can help farmers attain better 
ROIs. This goal is where understanding GxExM (genetics by environment 
by management) interactions comes in.

Each variety you grow on your farm is genetically diverse from others, 
meaning one variety may respond differently to agronomic inputs and 
growing environments (e.g., brown soil zone versus black soil zone) than 
another. This relationship is known as GxExM interactions. Every producer 
should consider this concept when adopting new varieties or making 
input decisions on his or her farm. Not every variety provides the same 
return of value for an agronomic input, recent research shows. These 
inputs and agronomic decisions can include factors like nitrogen rate, 
fungicide applications, plant growth regulator (PGR) applications and 
seeding rates.

Let us consider the example of the response of spring wheat varieties AC 
Foremost and AAC Penhold to fungicide. Dr. Sheri Strydhorst, an agronomy 
research scientist at Alberta Agriculture and Forestry, and her team treated 
these varieties with foliar fungicides to determine their yield responses. 
Likely due to contrasting genetic disease packages, AC Foremost 
responded with significant yield increases in 79 per cent of fungicide 
applications. (See figure 1.) AAC Penhold, in contrast, has a stronger disease 
package and it displayed a response to fungicide applications only 36 per 
cent of the time. (See figure 2.) Producers who consistently use fungicide 
are more likely to see a ROI on AC Foremost than on AAC Penhold. 

The different GxM interactions show different returns on investment 
when using fungicides. Although this contrast is not always the case, GxM 
interactions are important considerations to keep in mind when making 
decisions about fungicide applications on new cultivars. 

Without relocating, producers can only adjust two of the three GxExM 
factors: genetics and management. We cannot control the environment. 
Producers with irrigation have more control over their environment but 
they are still not completely separated from its effects (e.g., heat, wind, 
soil type, etc.). The environment factor greatly influences management 
techniques across the Prairies. A producer in the brown soil zone of 
southern Saskatchewan will manage his or her crops quite differently than 
a farmer in the black soil zone of northwestern Alberta. Crop selection, 
rotation, fertilization rates and residue considerations are just a few of 
the on-farm management strategies that can differ. Producers in certain 
regions of the Prairies must manage lodging issues on a yearly basis. 
As with fungicides, research has shown that variety response to PGRs, 
specifically Belchim Crop Protection’s Manipulator, can vary. 

Dr. Linda Hall, then an associate professor in the Faculty of Agricultural 
Life and Environmental Science (ALES) at the University of Alberta, found 
that AAC Brandon, AAC Elie and Thorsby displayed reduced lodging at 
the Alberta research sites of Barrhead, St. Albert and Vermilion. (Hall is 
now retired.) AC Muchmore, AAC Redwater and AC Stettler, in contrast, 
displayed little to no lodging reduction at those three locations. (See 
figures 3 and 4.) These findings align with Strydhorst’s research between 
2014 and 2016 that demonstrated variety differences in lodging response 
to PGR applications. PGRs, beyond being an additional input, also require 
an extra pass across the field. These results once again demonstrate the 
different GxM interactions that can occur between varieties.

In addition to the ROI of a variety response to fungicides and PGRs, 
producers should consider missed opportunities for increased return on 
investment for nitrogen applications. An example is the nitrogen needs 
of AAC Brandon versus AAC Viewfield. Strydhorst recently looked at the 
response of these two varieties to increased nitrogen rates. On average, 
AAC Viewfield required 36 pounds/acre more nitrogen than AAC Brandon 
to reach 13.5 per cent grain protein. While this finding may initially sound 
negative for AAC Viewfield, the increased input cost more than paid for 
itself through increased protein and higher yields, making the higher 
nitrogen rates a more economical option when growing AAC Viewfield. 
So, producers switching from AAC Brandon to AAC Viewfield may see 
more ROI per acre when growing AAC Viewfield by increasing their 
nitrogen rates because of the GxM differences. 

Differing variety response to increased nitrogen rates is not new. A 
study conducted in Manitoba by Dr. Elaine Gauer over the seasons 
of 1985-87 looked at increasing nitrogen rates on six common wheat 
cultivars. The trial indicated that cultivar yields responded differently to 

increasing nitrogen rates. Interestingly, the differences were even greater 
under higher moisture conditions. This supports Strydhorst’s work, while 
demonstrating the importance environment plays in the GxExM interaction.

What does all this mean when it comes to farm 
management and decisions? 
First, when making changes on your farm, it’s important to consider GxExM 
interactions. When you change one of these factors, be it genetics or 
management, how might it interact differently with the other two factors? 
If you are considering a new variety, ask yourself, does information from 
local seed growers, seed guides, or publicly funded research indicate 
that my current management practices are ideal for this variety? Will the 
fungicide response or nitrogen rate you’ve established as normal translate 
to your new variety? Talk to seed growers, neighbors, refer to the seed 
guide, and reach out to government extension specialists to see what 
information exists.

Second, more research is required to better understand variety specific 
management. However, additional research needs be done in the right 
way to ensure value for producers. Research conducted a few years after 
a variety has been released means that the results may not be available 
until four to six years after its availability, decreasing its value. One option is 
to incorporate management tactics into provincial Regional Variety Trials. 
This would allow us to develop stronger understanding of the GxM factors 
while new varieties grow in adopted acres. 

Lastly, although we do not have specific recommendations of management 
by genetics available, producers can still take advantage of varietal 
responses to agronomic management practices by trialing new varieties on 
your farm more often. This work can help you gain an understanding of how 
these varieties will perform under existing management practices. Plenty of 
research is still needed in this area but, on your farm, it’s time to start thinking 
GxExM and variety specific management.

This article was previously posted in the Better Farming publication, November 2019 
edition. 

Subscribe to The Growing Point for more articles, podcasts 
and videos on timely agronomic information for Alberta 
producers. 

albertabarley.com/the-growing-point 
albertawheat.com/media/the-growing-point

Like what you just read? 

albertawheat.com | albertabarley.com

Meet the face behind The Growing Point – Jeremy Boychyn, 
Alberta Wheat and Barley Commission’s agronomy research 
extension specialist. Subscribe online to The Growing Point 
for articles, podcasts and videos on timely agronomic 
information for Alberta Producers.

Figure 1: AAC Foremost flag leaves from Killam 
research trial location. Left is treated with Twinline 
fungicide at flag leaf and Prosaro fungicide at 
anthesis. Right received no fungicide. 

Credit: Dr. Sheri Strydhorst, Alberta Agriculture  
and Forestry photo

Figure 2: AAC Penhold flag leaves from 
Lethbridge research trial location. Twinline 
fungicide at flag leaf and Prosaro fungicide at 
anthesis. Right received no fungicide. 

Credit: Dr. Sheri Strydhorst, Alberta Agriculture  
and Forestry photo

Figure 3: AAC Brandon not treated with Manipulator (left) and treated with Manipulator 
(right) at Barrhead research trials in 2018.

Figure 4: Stettler not treated with Manipulator (left) and treated with Manipulator (right) at 
Barrhead research trials in 2018.
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Passage of Bill 26 - Farm Freedom and Safety Act
On December 5, 2019, Bill 26 received royal assent in the Legislative 
Assembly of Alberta. The Farm Freedom and Safety Act (FFSA) was a 
response to the government’s promise to repeal and replace Bill 6 upon 
election. Extensive consultations were held with farmers across Alberta last 
summer. Some of the key changes introduced in Bill 26 include: 

•  Farms and ranches with five or fewer employees (not family members) 
who work less than six months consecutively will be exempt from all 
employment standards.

•  Farms and ranches will be exempt from the Labour Relations Code. 

•  Farms and ranches with waged non-family workers are required to meet 
the basic safety standards under the Occupational Health and Safety Act; 
the codes and regulations no longer apply. 

•  Farms and ranches with more than five waged, non-family employees 
will be required to have workplace insurance, but will be able to choose 
between WCB or private insurance. 

The Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions attended Alberta Agriculture 
and Forestry Minister,  Devin Dreeshen’s announcement on November 20, 
2019 at Tri M Farms. The commissions were also present at the minister’s 
reception the following day. The labour relations changes took effect 
on November 20, 2019 (after first reading of the Bill). All other changes 
including insurance changes, come into force on January 31, 2020. 

Incoming Federal Carbon Tax 
On January 1, 2020 the federal carbon tax backstop came into effect in 
Alberta at $20/tonne. Farmers are exempt from paying the tax on marked 
gasoline and diesel. Farmers must provide their fuel service providers with 
a Fuel Charge Exemption Certificate in advance of delivery in order to 
obtain the exemption. The Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions have 
urged the Government of Canada to exempt all fuels used for farm-use 
from the federal carbon tax, including propane and natural gas used for 
grain drying. At the time of writing, this has not been granted. 

A Team Alberta study showed that in 2018 Alberta crop sector farmers paid 
an estimated $3.2 million to $4.3 million towards the provincial carbon levy 
alone. With a federal carbon price to rise to $50/tonne by 2022, Alberta 
farmers will be paying an estimated total of over $8 million in carbon tax 
alone from grain drying activities. Team Alberta continues to study the 
energy efficiency of grain drying systems in a three-year study which is 
meant to not only provide guidance to farmers, but also inform policy and 
programs related to providing relief to farmers for the high costs of grain 
drying. 

Business Risk Management 
On December 17, 2019, federal, provincial and territorial Agriculture 
Ministers met to discuss near-term and long-term changes to Business 
Risk Management Programs available for Canadian farmers. Chief on the 
agenda was the discussion of changes to AgriStability for the immediate 
term. The need for meaningful changes to the programs are ever 
important as the ‘harvest from hell’ ended with nearly 32 per cent of the 
crop still unharvested in parts of Alberta, seemingly a more frequent 
occurrence. Farm groups have been aligned nationally on two immediate 

changes: removal of the reference margin limit and a return to 85 per cent 
AgriStability coverage in order help farmers manage income declines and 
eventually bridge to a new sustainable coverage model. 

The National Program Advisory Committee, made up of farmers across 
Canada including Alberta Wheat Commission’s vice-chair Hannah 
Konschuh,  was established as a consultation mechanism for program 
changes and improvements. While they signaled that the removal of the 
reference margin limit should be the number one consideration to improve 
programs in the short term, it is unknown at the time of writing what the 
outcome will be and if we will see a move in the right direction, or if we 
will continue to see program ‘tweaks’ that result in continued program 
dissatisfaction. In Alberta a recent survey indicated that over 60 per cent 
of farmers who have participated in AgriStability were unsatisfied with the 
program, which has resulted in a lack of enrollment.

Federal Update 
The federal government announced its new cabinet and shadow cabinet 
in early December 2019. Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions were 
pleased with the re-appointment of Minister Bibeau as Agriculture and 
Agri-Food Minister and also the return of MP John Barlow as Shadow 
Minister for Agriculture and Agri-Food with the official opposition. NDP 
MP Alistair McGregor has also retained his position as Ag Critic, which is 
positive. 

As of December 10, 2019, house of commons standing committee 
membership had not yet been selected. Committees play a more 
significant role in a minority government given that the governing party 
loses their majority at the table and loses their powers to select speakers 
and influence the issues of study. 

With a lack of representation from Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba 
in the government caucus, there was much speculation on how the 
government would respond to ensuring that the views of our western 
Canadian provinces will be heard in cabinet and the Liberal caucus. The 
Prime Minister responded to these concerns in two ways. First, he has 
appointed Minister Chrystia Freeland as Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Intergovernmental Affairs. Many will know that Minister Freeland was 
born in Peace River, Alberta and grew up on her family farm. Second, 
Prime Minster Trudeau appointed the Honourable Jim Carr as his Special 
Representative to the Prairies. While these actions seem to have been 
viewed favourably, the role of regional industry associations, such as 
the commissions and Team Alberta, has been highlighted by leading 
government relations firms to be imperative in bringing the voice of the 
Prairies to Ottawa. As such, Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions met 
with MP Barlow and other members of the Alberta Conservative caucus 
in Ottawa on December 9, 2019 in conjunction with attending Premier 
Jason Kenney’s reception. Premier Kenney and members of his cabinet 
held several meetings in Ottawa to present details of a five-point plan for 
federal support amidst feeling of western alienation. 
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With a mission to drive profitability for Alberta’s wheat and 
barley farmers, the Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions 

operate with an integrated management team. 
Our amalgamated staff results in administrative cost savings that allows the commissions to further advance 

innovative research, market access, farm policy and government relations. In this new era of collaboration, the 
Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions serve as leaders in the Canadian agriculture industry. 

Policy TRACKER 
Shannon Sereda, Government Relations and Policy Manager  |  Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions




