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Leadership and collaboration 
in agriculture 
Todd Hames  |  Alberta Wheat Commission chair

It’s safe to say the last few months have not 
been easy for western Canadian grain farmers. 
Farmers endured the “harvest from hell”, a CN 
railway strike in November, and the recent 
Canada-wide railway blockades inhibiting the 
transport of our goods to export markets. It’s 
imperative, now more than ever, for our industry 
to display the highest level of leadership with 
a unified voice. Through continual relationship 
building and collaboration, I am encouraged this 
is achievable for the crop sector. 

Prior to my time with the Alberta Wheat 
Commission (AWC), I spent years as a board 
member with Alberta Canola and the Canadian 
Canola Growers Association. Throughout 
my time contributing to commodity boards, 
I have witnessed first-hand the benefits of 
industry collaboration. When industry groups 
unite on shared issues, it amplifies our voice 
and message. There’s one important factor at 
the centre of collaboration, and that is trust. 
When there’s trust at the board level, between 
commodity boards, with government, and with 
our international customers, we can really move 
the needle. 

Team Alberta is a great example of this. Team 
Alberta is a collaboration between AWC, 
Alberta Barley, Alberta Canola and Alberta Pulse 
Growers. As a unified voice, Team Alberta works 
to provide input to policy makers. I’ve seen 
numerous efforts through Team Alberta where 
we are stronger together, conveying the Alberta 
farmers’ message effectively to provincial and 

federal governments. If you haven’t visited  
Team Alberta’s new website go to 
teamalbertacrops.com, or flip to page 8 for 
Policy Tracker that updates recent and ongoing 
policy files and advocacy work. 

Another beneficial collaboration amongst the 
wheat value-chain are the new crop missions 
led by Cereals Canada, the Canadian Grain 
Commission and the Canadian International 
Grains Institute. AWC participates in these annual 
trips to numerous wheat export countries. New 
crop missions give our farmer representatives 
the opportunity to promote Canadian wheat 
and our sustainable farming practices directly 
to international customers. This is truly bridging 
the gap – farmer to customer. This is a great 
example of fostering trust through dialogue with 
our international customers. You can read about 
new crop missions in more detail on page 5.

There will always be challenges, but given 
our highly-collaborative nature and ability to 
garner trust we will continually strive to advance 
farmers’ interests. Reflecting on how cohesive 
we are as an industry gives me confidence that 
we will continue to ensure the farmers’ voice  
is heard. 

Thank you to my fellow board members who 
have trusted in me to lead AWC. Further, I 
thank our past chair Gary Stanford for his years 
of dedication, and outgoing board members 
Warren Sekulic and Cole Siegle. Finally, I 
welcome our new AWC board members  
Greg Sears and Dean Hubbard. 

Educating students,  
one game at time
Dave Bishop  |  Alberta Barley Commission chair

According to the 2016 Canadian Public Trust 
Research by the Canadian Centre for Food 
Integrity, 93 per cent of Canadians know little 
to nothing about farming, and less than two per 
cent are directly operating a farm. It’s apparent 
that the gap between consumers and agriculture 
is widening. However, there is one redeeming 
statistic - out of that 93 per cent, over 60 per 
cent indicated they wanted to learn more  
about farming. 

To aid those 60 per cent of Canadians who  
wish to learn more about modern agriculture, 
Alberta Barley has strengthened its focus on  
kids’ education events. 

Alberta Barley has a long-standing commitment 
to educating kids about our world renowned 

crop and Canadian agriculture. In recent years 
we have also become heavily involved in 
consumer outreach events in the craft beer 
industry, which gives us ample exposure 
promoting Alberta-grown barley.

Alberta Barley, in collaboration with the  
Alberta Wheat Commission (AWC), launched  
a new booth at the Calgary Stampede this  
past July called Wally and Betty’s Grain Gallery, 
which is directed at educating grade three  
to five students. 

Our new booth uses augmented reality 
(AR) to share the farm to table story of both 
commodities while using innovative technology. 
The booth includes multiple stations with iPads, 
where the kids use our custom developed app 
to play mini-games. Through these interactive 
games, we educate kids about the wheat and 
barley value-chains. 

In just a few months, we have already witnessed 
Continued on next page
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In just a few months, we have already witnessed 
numerous benefits from this new interactive 
kids booth. First, the kids enjoy it! We cannot 
rotate kids through the booth fast enough. 
Second, by utilizing this technology and 
developing our own app, the Alberta Wheat 
and Barley Commissions are able to retrieve 
accurate information and statistics on our 
outreach for each event. 

Another benefit is that we can utilize our custom 
app at additional events to further extend our 
reach and education, without commission 
staff needing to be physically present. With 
our custom app, anyone can download it 
on their phone and play the mini-games, 
given we supply the interactive material that 
accompanies the app. We’re looking to use 

this strategy in Edmonton at the lastest student 
education exhibit - Northlands Urban Farm.

At Alberta Barley, we are committed to 
engaging Albertan students and teachers to 
enhance their knowledge on agriculture and 
food. Getting back into kids education is an 
exciting step for our commission and it wouldn’t 
have been possible without cost-sharing with 
AWC on this new interactive booth.

Stop by to see this booth live and in action 
this spring at various kids education shows 
including City Slickers, Aggie Days Calgary  
and Aggie Days Lethbridge, or visit us this 
summer at the Calgary Stampede. Check 
albertabarley.com for more information  
about dates and times.

General Manager’s Message
Tom Steve, General Manager  |  Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions

Amalgamation review begins 
This year, the Alberta Wheat Commission and 
Alberta Barley will initiate a process to determine 
whether it makes sense to amalgamate the two 
commissions. We have been operating with a 
single management team since September  
2017 and will now consider the merits of a  
formal marriage.

At Alberta Barley’s annual general meeting 
December 11, 2019 in Banff, members passed a 
resolution to “complete a comprehensive review 
of the potential to formally merge the Alberta 
Wheat Commission and Alberta Barley, and if 
appropriate, conduct a producer plebiscite to 
obtain member approval for a merger.” A similar 
motion had already passed on January 30, 2019 
at Alberta Wheat’s AGM in Edmonton.

Our marching orders are clear. The process  
must examine all pros and cons of a merger 
before recommending a path forward.

The heavy lifting will be done by a ten-
member amalgamation sub-committee with 
representation from the boards, delegates 
and regional representatives of the two 
commissions.

Among the factors we will take into account are 
the implications of moving to a single legal entity 
collecting two separate check-offs. This would 
require a new regulation under the Marketing of 
Agricultural Products Act of Alberta and almost 
certainly require a producer plebiscite. 

And what would the combined organization 
be called? In Manitoba, farmers recently voted 
to amalgamate the commissions for wheat, 
barley, corn, sunflower, flax and winter wheat 
to form the Manitoba Crop Alliance. The Alberta 

Barley brand is closely associated with the craft 
brewing industry, so how would we maintain 
that brand equity in a single commission?

Another consideration is the board structure.  
In Manitoba, the new model will include  
crop-specific committees of the board. 

And what are the potential cost savings/
efficiencies? Joining the management teams  
has saved the commissions about 
$400-thousand per year. Moving to a single 
board would create additional savings but likely 
not to the same extent in dollar terms. That said, 
doing two of everything – board meetings, 
AGMs, annual reports and websites – is time 
consuming and often takes staff away from 
other priority projects. 

In Manitoba, each of the commissions voted  
and easily surpassed the two-thirds threshold  
to move forward. But that’s not to say we 
would arrive at the same conclusion in Alberta. 
The smaller commissions in Manitoba – winter 
wheat, flax and sunflower – could not have 
survived without a merger. Alberta Barley is 
certainly viable on its own so it’s more a question 
of how we can do things better than a matter  
of survival.

Certainly, there’s a movement afoot for 
commissions to pool their resources and 
nowhere is that more evident than in Team 
Alberta – the policy alliance of Alberta’s four 
major crop commissions – wheat, barley,  
canola and pulse.

We look forward to the amalgamation 
discussion which is ultimately aimed at providing 
the best value possible to Alberta wheat and 
barley farmers.

Save the hard work for the field this spring
Erin Tateson, Marketing and Communications Coordinator  |  Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions

Continued from previous page

Consider planting a fall-seeded cereal in 2020
Monica Klaas, General Manager  |  Alberta Seed Processors

After the less than stellar harvest conditions of 2019, some producers  
are looking for cropping alternatives that have a wider variety of maturity 
dates while meeting margin targets, as well as crop rotation plans. A  
fall-seeded cereal – winter wheat, fall rye, or winter triticale – may be  
the answer.

The top reasons to grow fall-seeded cereals are:
1. High yield potential + less downgrading = increased returns  

per acre  
New varieties of fall-seeded cereals have yield potential that 
surpasses their spring seeded cousins, with the added advantage  
of being harvested first. Typically, first off the field means a higher 
grade than later harvested crops as downgrading due to factors 
like frost-damaged kernels, discolouration, chitting typically do not 
plague fields harvested in August.

2. Helps manage herbicide resistance: Increased efficacy of crop 
protection products 
A well-established fall-seeded cereal starts growing as soon as 
the soil warms up in the spring, allowing the crop to out-compete 
weeds. Typically, fall-seeded cereals that have good pre-seed weed 
control require less herbicide. Fall crops use different herbicide 
treatments and timing to effectively manage weed populations. This 
allows farmers to manage herbicide resistance.

3. The soil is covered during the fall and early spring, reducing  
wind and water erosion 
Soil health advocates speak to the importance of keeping fields 
covered and having growing roots in the soil at all times which 
benefits carbon sequestration. Our winter wheat agrologists agree 
that fall-seeded cereals definitely do assist in keeping erosion to a 
minimum.

4. Helps manage disease, even when rotated with spring cereals 
Fall-seeded cereals are at different growth stages versus a  
spring-seeded cereal, thereby the propensity for disease  

is reduced. For example, winter wheat avoids fusarium most years as 
it reaches anthesis during a period when fusarium head blight spores 
are either non-existent, or when the environment is not favourable 
for the development of the disease.

Tips and tricks for successful fall crop:
Seed into standing stubble if possible. This traps snow which insulates  
the winter crop and reduces winter kill.

1. Use top quality seed and a high seeding rate. Research has shown 
that high seeding rates reduce tillering which results in a more 
uniform crop. Uniform crops have better stand establishment, are 
more competitive, and have higher quality and yield at harvest. 
NOTE: hybrid fall rye has particular seeding rate recommendations: 
be sure to consult your seed retailer regarding hybrid fall rye seeding 
recommendations.

2. Consider using a fungicide seed treatment. Research has shown that 
seed treatments assist in stand establishment that in-turn contribute  
to the overall success of the crop.

3. Seed at the right time. A crop seeded in October can be successful 
but will have a much lower yield potential. Seeding at the beginning 
of September typically results in a healthy stand, which in-turn 
survives the winter better than later seeded crops. Consider hiring a 
custom seeding operation for your fall crop if logistics do not work 
on your farm.

4. Apply balanced fertility at the proper rates. Many farmers fertilize  
at spring wheat rates which does not recognize the yield potential  
of winter cereals. Soil test to ensure all your macronutrient needs  
are met.

5. Explore crop marketing options early. Many fall-seeded cereals can 
fall into ‘specialty’ markets which are less obvious than regular export 
commodity markets.

For more tips visit growwinterwheat.com.  

FARMCASHADVANCE.COM

APPLY NOW

Advance Payments 
Program

Programme de 
paiements anticipés

SAVE THE  
HARD WORK  
FOR THE FIELD

FarmCash: an innovative cash 
flow tool designed for Alberta 
producers 
Operating under Agricutlure and Agri-
Food Canada’s Advance Payments 
Program, FarmCash offers advances 
on over 50 commodities, including 
all major crops, livestock and honey. 
Administered by the Alberta Wheat 
Commission (AWC), FarmCash offers 
Alberta producers up to $1 million per 
program year with $100,000 interest-
free and the remaining at a competitive 
interest-rate. 

The FarmCash application process is 
innovative and easy, so you can save 
the hard work for the field. Designed 
to improve user experience, the 
web-based platform slims down the 
application process so applicants are 
only navigating through information 
that’s relevant to the commodity they’re 
applying for. The online application 
offers time saving features such 
as e-signatures, an automatic loan 

calculator and a document upload 
feature. Producers can also apply the 
traditional way if they prefer. 

In delivering FarmCash, AWC is 
committed to supporting Alberta 
farmers’ opportunities and long-term 
profitability. While export markets and/
or commodity prices can be uncertain, 
agriculture producers can utilize 
FarmCash as a cash flow tool to boost 
their marketing flexibility and in turn, 
increase their bottom line.

For the complete list of qualifying 
commodities, rates and to apply for  
a spring advance, visit 
farmcashadvance.com. 

The Advance Payments Program is 
a federal program, delivered and 
administered by the Alberta Wheat 
Commission. Under the program, the 
Government of Canada provides the 
loan guarantee, funds the interest-free 
portion of advances and helps to make 
low interest rates on the remainder for 
Canadian producers.
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Imagine having a break-in, only to learn that police officers have walked  
off the job. For grain producers, a rail disruption is as welcome as a 
robbery, and can do even more damage to the bottom line. In the 
aftermath of last November’s CN strike, a number of groups - including the 
Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions - have called for the movement of 
grain by rail to be declared an essential service. With strike season giving 
way to blockade season, growers are saying “enough is enough”, but is 
anyone listening?

“As grain growers, we have no other way to ship our product, so if we  
can’t move it by rail, we don’t get paid; it’s our livelihood that’s at stake,” 
said Alberta Barley chair Dave Bishop.

It’s that lack of alternatives that has commodity groups pushing essential 
service status for rail shipping in Canada, especially in the aftermath of  
the CN strike late last year. 

Braced for impact
“The impact of that strike was pretty pronounced,” said Geoff Backman, 
business development and markets manager for the commissions. “During 
the first week of the stoppage, CN could only supply about 37 per cent 
of requested hopper cars, leaving 3,394 cars undelivered. Week two 
was even worse, with just 11 per cent of required cars supplied and 4,640 
undelivered cars. That is capacity you can’t get back.”

The loss of capacity is just one way the industry is damaged when the 
trains stop running. In this “just in time” business, vessels are scheduled 
to arrive near the time that terminals are ready to load. When loading is 
delayed, grain companies face demurrage charges of US $15,000 - $20,000 
per day. These are costs that are ultimately passed back to farmers through 
lower grain prices.

Thanks to the 2019 strike and other transportation challenges last year, there 
were about 39 ships waiting in port on the west coast in late February, and 
at $15,000 per day, the numbers are daunting.

“We also have to pay contract extension penalties in the event that we ship 
the grain late,” said Wade Sobkowich, executive director of the Western 
Grain Elevator Association in Winnipeg. “Customers around the world need 
grain in specific windows to mill it and use it in finished food products, so 
when they don’t get it in time, we pay the price.”

Then there are indirect costs, such as the damage to Canada’s reputation 
from late shipments. With a range of options for sourcing grain, countries 
may take their business elsewhere if Canada is seen as unreliable. As any 
business owner will attest, once you lose a customer, it’s tough to get  
them back.

Further complicating the issue is the unique nature of the grain shipping 
business in Canada.

One strike, you’re out
“If a strike or lockout occurs in a competitive environment, the customers 
of that business can look to another provider to minimize disruption,” 
said Sobkowich. “The company experiencing the work stoppage has the 

added pressure of loss of business to motivate it to reach a settlement with 
its employees. Since railways in the grain sector are two monopoly  
service providers, that pressure is diminished. The true sufferers in a railway 
lockout or strike are grain shippers and exporters who cannot move the 
grain, their customers who are waiting for product to arrive in the country 
of import, and grain producers who are not able to get paid because they 
cannot deliver.”

Of note, longshoremen in Canada are already prevented from any strike 
action that would impede loading of grain vessels. 

From CN’s perspective, the ideal solution is to give the Minister of Transport 
the authority to impose binding arbitration on union and management. Rail 
service would continue while the arbitrator does their work.

While industry respects the collective bargaining process, it sees failure  
to move its product as simply not an option.

Transportation frustration
“Farmers are frustrated when they can’t ship grain in a timely manner,” said 
Bishop. “Whether it’s a labour disruption or blockade, it boils down to the 
fact that we have no other options for getting our product to port; we can’t 
truck it over the Rockies. However, you word the solution, at the end of the 
day, we simply can’t afford to have rail shipments stopped or slowed for 
any reason.”

For their part, the commissions are leading the charge to avoid further 
headaches for farmers, fielding a record number of media calls because 
of their leadership role on the issue. Given the stakes, it is little wonder that 
the rest of industry is on board as well.

“We need to talk about this,” said Sobkowich. “If producers and their 
associations agree, we should make our views known to the federal 
government and approach the provinces as well since they have 
provincially regulated railways. It may take incremental steps to have all 
shipping by rail deemed an essential service.”

Those steps could include a discussion with decision makers in Ottawa 
as to why a rail disruption is different from a strike in a normal commercial 
environment, and the many good reasons to look for alternative ways to 
resolve disputes.

“In Canada, we have enough logistical challenges in getting our product 
to market: avalanches, mudslides and cold weather, to name a few,” said 
Sobkowich. “We can’t control those factors, but we can control the human 
side of rail disruption, so as a country, we should be seeking a better 
solution.”

Whether it’s an officer protecting your home or a hopper car shipping 
your grain, the same sentiment may apply: If you don’t think the service is 
essential, try doing without it.

Is rail service vital for grain growers? Essentially. 
Geoff Geddes  |  The Word Warrior

On February 25, 2020, at the Prairie Grain 
Development Committee (PGDC) meetings 
in Winnipeg, Manitoba, the seed industry 
announced their intended seed royalty pilot. 
The pilot imposes a trailing royalty collection 
mechanism on farm-saved seed of selected 
crop varieties through a contract agreement 
which has been labelled the “SVUA” or Seed 
Variety Use Agreement. 

The following day, the prairie wheat and barley 
commissions, including the Alberta Wheat and 
Barley Commissions, issued a news release to 
express our significant concerns about the SVUA 
pilot and its future impact on western Canadian 
wheat and barley producers.

The trailing royalty collection mechanism was 
one of two models that was put forward by the 
Grains Round Table (GRT) for consultation by 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) and 
the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) in 
the fall of 2018. The intent of the consultations 
was to work towards a model which was 
acceptable to, and would benefit the majority of 
the value chain, including farmers. 

The Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions 
were heavily engaged in the consultations, 
which stalled in the fall of 2019 prior to the 
federal election. Producers have also been 
waiting for over two years on a much-
anticipated economic analysis to illustrate the 
extent of value brought to farmers and other 
members of the value chain. It was anticipated 
that the consultation process would resume in 
the early spring of this year. 

The five prairie wheat and barley commissions 
are not a party to, nor supportive of the pilot 
SVUA program. The pilot is separate from the 

federal government’s consultation process and 
signals the seed industry’s commitment to the 
SVUA model despite the federal consultation. 
Further, the SVUAs are being implemented 
via contract law and not a regulatory change, 
resulting in significant concerns from the 
commissions about the government’s 
commitment to the consultation process.

“The Alberta Wheat Commission believes 
that any trailing royalty system on varieties 
developed through the public breeding 
programs of AAFC and the western universities 
must take into account the fact that farmers 
have already made a substantial investment in 
the development of those varieties,” said Todd 
Hames, Alberta Wheat Commission chair.

“It is critical that the government complete their 
consultations with grain producers and put a 
transparent and accountable process in place to 
demonstrate that the extra money producers are 
paying is advancing varietal development,” said 
Dave Bishop, Alberta Barley chair.

Through various agreements with AAFC and 
the universities, the five commissions are major 
investors in variety development and will invest 
upwards of $50 million over the next five-
year period in public breeding programs. The 
commissions emphasize that it is necessary for 
AAFC to provide assurances that all royalties 
collected through an SVUA on AAFC publicly 
bred varieties will be returned to AAFC’s wheat 
variety breeding program in an open and 
transparent way to supplement the funding 
currently provided by producers and the federal 
government. 

At the pilot announcement, officials from the 
Canadian Seed Trade Association (CSTA) and 

the Canadian Plant Technology Association 
(CPTA) indicated that, so far, two wheat varieties 
developed by Limagrain Cereals Research 
Canada and marketed by Canterra Seeds, and 
one soy variety developed in North Dakota 
and marketed by SeCan, will test the system. 
It was also indicated that there is potential for 
other varieties to be a part of the pilot in 2020 
or 2021, including varieties from public breeding 
programs. In addition, it was announced that a 
working group will be established to provide 
feedback on the pilot. However, the terms of 
reference and membership of that working 
group was not included in the announcement.

At the GRT meeting on March 6, 2020 in 
Vancouver, AAFC officials stated the federal 
consultation process with farmers would be 
terminated.

For more information on the value creation 
process, including the federal consultation and 
the Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions’ 
involvement, please visit albertawheat.com  
and albertabarley.com.

The five wheat and barley 
commissions are not a party 
to, nor supportive of the  
pilot SVUA program.” 

“As grain growers, we have no other  
way to ship our product, so if we can’t 
move it by rail, we don’t get paid; it’s  
our livelihood that’s at stake”

“

Prairie wheat and barley commissions oppose trailing royalty pilot
Lauren Comin, Director of Research  |  Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions
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Right to Repair: new tools needed for farmers
Geoff Backman, Business Development and Markets Manager  |  Alberta Wheat Commission and Alberta Barley 

During FarmTech 2020 the Canada West Foundation’s Carlo Dade gave 
an update on the need for farmers to be able to repair modern farm 
equipment themselves. As increasingly complex electronics are further 
integrated into farm equipment, farmers are equipped with more precise 
tools and a wealth of business data about their operations. However, these 
additional electronics also result in a greater potential for problems that 
shut down farm operations. This talk re-affirmed that farmers need access 
to the tools and software required to address new concerns from modern 
electronics. A potential path forward to access to fair and competitive 
service and repair can be found in the auto and trucking sectors.

The Canadian Automotive Service Information Standard (CASIS) is an 
agreement between members of the Canadian automotive industry. 
Since 2009, this agreement ensured that automobiles would continue 
to have a robust and competitive service industry by ensuring that 
service information, original equipment manufacturer (OEM) tools, and 
training information would be available to service providers outside the 
dealerships. In addition, information was made available to equipment and 
tool companies to ensure that there would be a competitive market for 
diagnostic tools. This agreement is why automobiles can still be taken to 
a neighborhood mechanic for service, rather than only back to the official 
brand dealership. The American automotive industry followed with  
a similar agreement to Canada’s in 2014.

A similar agreement was struck to ensure that service options were 
available for commercial vehicles since 2015. This agreement covered both 
Canada and the United States and highlighted that commercial vehicles 
are manufactured, sold, operated, maintained and serviced differently from 
consumer automobiles. Again, this agreement was designed to ensure that 
manufacturers would make available to owners and independent repair 
facilities the same diagnostic and repair information that is available to 
dealers in order to support a robust and competitive market for service  
of commercial vehicles. 

At the core of both of these agreements is a recognition that industries 
and consumers demand a robust and competitive service industry for 
their machinery, which is true for farmers as well. As farm machinery will 
continue to break, access to the tools and software required for repair is 
essential to keep farm operations operating efficiently and economically. 
Until farmers have better access, the Alberta Wheat and Barley 
Commissions will continue advocating and improving awareness around 
this concern. 

If you have a story to share regarding the difficulties of repairing modern 
farm equipment, we’d love to hear it. Email us at info@albertawheat.com 
with the title “Right to Repair”.

The Alberta Wheat Commission continues to deliver its Life’s Simple Ingredient 
campaign — an initiative aimed at encouraging consumers to feel good about 
eating wheat. Operating primarily in the digital space, the campaign celebrates the 
health benefits and wholesomeness of this timeless ingredient. 

Life’s Simple Ingredient launches 
monthly newsletter!

Life’s Simple Ingredient recently launched a monthly newsletter that features  
a weekly meal plan for subscribers to implement; complete with a grocery list, 
caloric and macro-nutrient breakdown. The first edition unveiled in February 
highlighted heart-heathy meals to celebrate Valentine’s Day. 

Each of the recipes is developed by registered dietician, Heather Reid with  
Revive Wellness. Heather develops the recipes and provide the caloric and  
macro-nutrient breakdown for each. 

The newsletter also features events happening around Alberta related to food  
and agriculture.

“

Life’s Simple Ingredient

  @KICCanada 

You can find helpful information  
on the use of crop protection 
products, along with agronomic 
practices to reduce market risk,  
at keepingitclean.ca.

Everyone benefits when markets  
are open to Canadian canola, cereal 
and pulses. Let’s all do our part to 
Keep it Clean! and keep markets 
open for all!

Keep it Clean!  
is a cross-commodity 
initiative that provides 
growers with tips and tools 
for growing crops that 
meet the requirements  
of our domestic and  
import markets. 

KEEP IT  
CLEAN?

WHAT IS

Download episodes on iTunes
or visit grainswest.com to listen

Subscribe today!

“As farm machinery will continue to break, access to the 
tools and software required for repair is essential to keep 
farm operations operating efficiently and economically.” 

lifessimpleingredient.com 

lifessimpleingredient

@LifesIngredient
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Each year the provincial wheat commissions send farmer directors, 
along with other value chain organizations, to travel to the countries that 
purchase Canadian wheat. These trips are called New Crop Missions. 
These missions help boost Canadian wheat exports by serving as an 
opportunity for buyers to ask questions, communicate concerns back  
to Canada, and explore improved trade opportunities. 

These New Crop Missions are led by Cereals Canada, the Canadian 
International Grains Institute and the Canadian Grain Commission and also 
include the provincial wheat commissions and numerous grain companies. 

Having a farmer on a New Crop Mission fills an important gap. 
Conversations between the Canadian value chain and our global buyers 
happen regularly on everything from negotiation of sales, technical 
expertise, and communication on phytosanitary requirements. Having a 
farmer on the New Crop Missions gives buyers the chance to ask questions 
on farm practices, confirm the reasons for annual quality variations in crops, 
and to seek clarity on any rumours heard from customers or social media. 
These are important topics that are best explained by a farmer. 

New crop missions are also an opportunity for Canada to set  
ourselves apart from the competition. Those who mill wheat for flour 
have more sourcing options than ever before. In most markets, Canada is 
competing with the United States, Australia, Europe, Russia, Ukraine and 
Argentina. So, what makes Canadian wheat different? Canadian wheat 
is known for its high quality specs that offer benefits in both milling and 
baking. International buyers who understand this are willing to pay a 
premium for Canadian product. 

Canadian wheat competes on the global stage on quality factors which 
include high protein content, consistency in flour production between 
shipments, and exceptional cleanliness. These factors are especially 
sought after since buyers often blend our product with wheat from other 
countries. 

The New Crop Missions also provide opportunities for international trade 
concerns to be addressed. Conversations can occur between both 
government and industry on a wide variety of topics that impact Canadian 
wheat exports and have included quality issues, maximum residue 
limits, product labeling, acceptance of variety breeding techniques, 
phytosanitary concerns, national product labelling standards, and 
negotiation and implementation of trade agreements. Having a farmer 
at the table during these conversations ensures that the farm view is 
incorporated in any decisions being made.

The global trade of agricultural commodities is increasingly competitive 
and complex. Consumers are more concerned about the quality of their 
food and are expecting more information that assures them their food 
is safe. Sending farmers on missions provides opportunities to directly 
explain to international governments and industry why Canadian farm 
practices are safe and sustainable while producing the best wheat 
available on the global markets. Farmers can directly respond to the 
facts and fictions around food production. Farmers telling their stories 
internationally ensures that the rules and regulations in international 
markets continue to improve access for Canadian wheat, and allow 
Canadian farming to remain profitable.

New Crop Missions: What’s in it for Canadian farmers?
Geoff Backman, Business Development and Markets Manager | Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions

The Alberta FarmSafe Plan is a tool to  
help you build a custom health and safety  
management system for your operation.

The guide and workbook can be found and downloaded at agsafeab.ca

As a farm owner, operator or manager, you are responsible for 
knowing and applying best safety management practices. 

The FarmSafe guide and workbook will help you develop assessments, 
checklists, policies and more to grow the safety culture on your farm.

Nuffield Scholar Spotlight 
Dawn Trautman  |  Nuffield Scholar – Alberta Wheat Commission Scholarship Recipient 

Global thinking for  
smart solutions in  
Canadian agriculture 
Meet Dawn
Growing up on a mixed beef-crop operation 
west of Edmonton, I was inspired at an early 
age to work in the agricultural industry. I 
obtained degrees in biology (BSc), agricultural 
economics (MSc), and business (MBA) at 
the University of Alberta. I now serve as a 
manager with the innovation agency, Alberta 
Innovates, specializing in the areas of smart 
agriculture and food. My work involves 
designing programs and building relationships 
with the agri-food industry and scientific 
community to create a sustainable future for 
the industry. 

Last summer I successfully applied for a 
Nuffield Canada Agricultural Scholarship. 
My topic of interest is the adoption of smart 
technologies in agriculture to sustainably 
produce more with less. This includes 
identifying and investigating opportunities to 
bring traditional agricultural operations into the 
digital age. 

Why Smart Ag?
The agriculture sector is facing many 
challenges, including feeding a growing 
global population with limited natural 
resources, a changing climate, shifting societal 
expectations, and market forces beyond the 
control of the producer. With these challenges 
there are opportunities to innovate, and 
for Canada to become a world leader in 
the sustainable production of healthy and 
safe food, by prioritizing smart agriculture 

practices and policies. Smart agriculture spans 
investing in clean technologies to address 
soil and water conservation, biotechnologies 
for improved efficiencies, new processes 
for value-added, and new businesses and 
services at all stages from on-farm production 
to the end consumer. 

The Work Plan
Scholarship recipients complete a research 
project, based on a minimum of ten weeks  
of international research and field work, with 
a view to developing farming and agricultural 
industries. Over the next eighteen months, 
I will meet with business and agricultural 
leaders around the world to bring value to  
the Canadian agri-food industry. After this, 
I will submit a final report, and present my 
findings to the Nuffield Canada board of 
directors and members. 

Thank you for the opportunity
For me, this scholarship means possibility - to 
discover, network and grow. It is truly a once 
in a lifetime opportunity for personal and 
professional development, to feel inspired 
by and connected to a global community, 
and to give back to an industry that I believe 
is essential to the well-being of society. 
Becoming a Nuffield Scholar will increase 
my knowledge of global opportunities in 
agriculture, all while working to bring value  
to the Canadian agri-food industry. 

I am very grateful for this opportunity - thank 
you to the Nuffield Canada Board and 
selection committee and for Alberta Wheat 
Commission’s generous support of the 
Nuffield Scholarship.

With these challenges there are opportunities to 
innovate, and for Canada to become a world leader in 
the sustainable production of healthy and safe food, by 
prioritizing smart agriculture practices and policies.”
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Balancing grain drying costs with  
efficiency gains and a call for the  
elimination of the carbon tax
Shannon Sereda, Government Relations and Policy Manager  |  Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions

Alberta Feed Barley
Survey 2019

The feed barley survey was 
initiated to build a long-term 
source of data that outlines 
the nutritional profile of barley 
produced in Alberta since barley 
is the main feed source for the 
beef industry in Western Canada. 
In the fall of 2019, Alberta Barley 
randomly collected 42 barley 
samples from a number of 
fields covering the length and 
breadth of the province. The 
samples were sent to A&L labs 
for standard analysis of their 
nutritional profiles. The results are 
shown in the tables below.

KEY POINTS
The average per cent of crude protein found in the survey was 14.44%, which is higher than 
the average found in corn (10.3%), rye (11.8%) and oats (11.6%). The average crude protein 
found in this survey exceeded the crude protein requirements for backgrounding diets for 
beef cattle (12.5% to 13.5%). Alberta-grown barley is renowned for its high protein contents. 

The average total digestible nutrients (TDN) and average net energy maintenance (NEM) 
found in this study exceeds the recommended TDN range of 55% to 65% and NEM range of 
0.90-1.32 Mcal kg-1 recommended for beef cows (NRC, 2000). This means Alberta-grown feed 
barley provides sufficient levels of TDN and NEM. 

The amount of calcium found in barley samples surveyed is lower than the amount required to 
meet the nutritional needs of beef cattle (NRC, 2000). 

Selenium was non-detectable in the survey, indicating that selenium should be added to the 
cattle’s diet in order to reach required amounts, if the cattle are fed barley alone. However, 
barley is often fed with other feed additives which increases the feed nutrient contents. 

Mineral Average

Calcium % 0.07

Copper % 5.85

Phosphorous % 0.33

Potassium % 0.49

Sulphur % 0.14

Magnesium % 0.14

Zinc μg/g 32.3

Iron μg/g 70.9

Manganese μg/g 21.5

Average

Starch 57.03

Crude protein 14.44

Crude fat 2.21

ADF 6.86

NDF 16.57

Average

TDN, % 83.45

NEL Mcal/Kg 1.93

NEG Mcal/Kg 1.42

NEM Mcal/Kg 2.14

Table 3. Mineral content of barley grains harvested 
from Alberta in the fall of 2019

Table 1. Chemical and fibre composition of barley 
grains harvested from Alberta in fall of 2019

Table 2. Energy values in barley grains harvested 
from Alberta in the fall of 2019 

Calcium was found to be very low. Selenium was below 
the detectable limit. 

ADF: Acid detergent fibre; NDF: neutral detergent fibre

TDN: Total digestible nutrients  |  NEL: Net energy for lactation  |  NEG: Net energy for gain  |  NEM: Net energy for maintenance

The 2019 growing season saw grain drying occur at record levels in Alberta 
and across most regions of Canada. In fact, over the last several years as 
incidents of excess moisture are on the rise, grain drying and conditioning 
has increasingly become a standard operating practice – and an 
unavoidable cost – as grain must be dry enough to avoid spoilage before 
heading to the bin for storage. This ensures Canadian grain farmers can 
maximize their profits through the delivery of premium, safe grain while 
maintaining a world-class reputation in key international markets.

The fuel costs associated with drying and conditioning grain can be 
significant. Add this to a rising carbon tax that further erodes  margins 
and the competitiveness of grain which sells into a trade-exposed world 
market. 

These additional costs were felt by producers in a succession of wet 
years throughout 2016 to 2019. In 2018 a Prairie Agriculture and Machinery 
Institute (PAMI) report prepared for Team Alberta, which includes Alberta 
Barley, Alberta Canola, Alberta Pulse Growers and the Alberta Wheat 
Commission, estimated that cost of fuel used for grain drying in Alberta 
was between $35 to $45 million – double what was used in 2017. Of 
those costs it is estimated that the provincial carbon levy of $30 per tonne 
added costs of between $2.5 to $5 million for farmers. Grain drying costs 
can range from $45 to $75 per hour, or $10 to $12 per tonne, or $0.15 to 
$0.24 per bushel depending on the amount of moisture that needs to be 
removed from the grain, the type of fuel used, as well as the efficiency of 
the system1. 

To better understand system efficiencies, Team Alberta secured funding in 
2019 from the Canadian Agricultural Partnership to assess on-farm energy 
consumption and efficiency of grain drying and conditioning systems. 
The purpose of this three-year initiative is to measure system efficiency by 
quantifying how different grain conditioning and drying practices affect 
on-farm energy use and fuel costs. Additionally, this study will also help us 
better understand the impact of the federal carbon tax that was imposed 
on Albertans at $20 per tonne on January 1, 2020, on operating costs 
related to grain drying practices. 

The preliminary data for the first year of the study have been collected 
and have resulted in some interesting observations and recommendations 
which will be shared more extensively in the coming months. Our project 
team collaborated with farmers across Alberta to monitor 36 in-bin systems 
and five continuous dryers within this study. For the 2019 year, based on 
environmental conditions, only 32 of the 36 in-bin systems and four of the 
continuous dryers were utilized. Of the 32 in-bin systems, 22 were direct 
fired natural gas systems, seven were indirect fired diesel or natural gas-
fired, and three bins were heated using solar air collectors. Findings from 
the study will be used to help determine the lowest cost operating options 
to help farmers who may be weighing these options on their own farms. 

In February, the Government of Alberta announced the Efficient Grain 
Dryer Program funded through the Canadian Agricultural Partnership. The 
program will help farmers reduce overall energy use on their operations by 
cost sharing improvements to standard grain drying system components 
that improve the energy efficiency above the standard configuration. The 
program has earmarked $2 million and is retroactive to expenses incurred 
prior to April 1, 2018 and will honour applications that were made under a 
previous program (Farm Energy and Agri-Processing Program). Applicants 
will be notified if their existing applications qualify. 

At the provincial level, this is a positive step towards providing relief 
for farmers related to their grain drying costs, and the federal carbon 
tax, which is set to rise to $30 per tonne on April 1, 2020. The Alberta 
government repealed the provincial carbon levy on May 30, 2019 and 
launched a constitutional challenge against the federally imposed carbon 
backstop under the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act, with the Alberta 
Court of Appeal. On February 24, 2020 the Alberta Court of Appeal ruled 
that they found the carbon tax to be unconstitutional. While the Kenney 
government is calling on the federal government to immediately remove 
the carbon pricing in Alberta, the federal government plans to take the 
matter to the Supreme Court in March of 2020 to appeal this decision. 

The Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions, Team Alberta, and other 
industry groups continue to call for exemptions for all farm fuels from the 
carbon tax in order to improve the competitiveness of Alberta farmers 
and to stop penalizing farmers, who are net-zero contributors, given the 
continuing uptake of positive environmental practices that see farmers 
sequester more carbon then they emit. 
1 www.alberta.ca/grain-drying.aspx

“The 2019 growing season saw grain drying occur  
at record levels in Alberta and across most regions  
of Canada.”
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Tools for your agronomic toolbox
Jeremy Boychyn, Agronomy Research Extension Specialist  |  Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions

Batman did not fly into battle unprepared. He carried his experience  
with him but he always utilized an arsenal of tools that, if implemented 
properly, afforded him the advantage. Minus the leather bodysuits, 
agronomy is no different. Implementation of the correct tools that add 
value to your approach and understanding of agronomic challenges  
can give you the upper hand. This is important as it can help you decide 
when to act, or maybe even more importantly, when not to act. This  
article will quickly highlight tools for your agronomy toolbelt and where  
to access them.

Seeding rate calculator
This powerful tool for every farm determines appropriate seeding rates 
based on the quality and size of your seed lot. Utilizing this tool helps 
ensure ideal seeding rates are used. Seeding rates can affect tillers, disease 
and weed management, among other things. Input your crop, desired 
plant stand, germinations, vigor and other details. The output provides the 
seeding rate required to reach your desired plant stand.

Location: agriculture.alberta.ca/app19/calc/crop/seedcalculator.jsp 

Fusarium Risk Tool
This real-time interactive map indicates potential risk of fusarium  
head blight infection based on environmental conditions. This tool is 
available only from June 1 to August 15. Using the interactive map, you  
can select the weather station closest to you to discover your FHB risk. 
Use this in addition to in-crop scouting to help make decisions on FHB 
fungicide spray.

Location: agriculture.alberta.ca/acis/fusarium-risk-tool.jsp 

Alberta Climate Information Service
This robust weather information website locates current, recent and 
historical weather averages across Alberta and within specific regions. 
Based on data collection from over 350 weather stations across Alberta. 
This powerful tool helps determine how environmental conditions 
may have affected cropping decisions. This tool is provided by Alberta 
Agriculture and Forestry.

Location: agriculture.alberta.ca/acis/alberta-weather-data-viewer.jsp 

The Prairie Pest Monitoring Network
Provides weekly in-season insect pest updates to support local pest 
monitoring and in-crop decisions. Aligns with the Prairie Crop Disease 
Monitoring Network to provide timely information regarding disease 
concerns. Head to the website and sign up for valuable information.

Location: prairiepestmonitoring.blogspot.com 

Keep it Clean
A website designed for producers and agronomists that provides 
information and decision-making tools focused on maintaining market 
access. How we manage our crop in the field and in the bin can impact 
marketability and maintained access to international markets. This website 
covers all the bases from pre-harvest intervals, glyphosate timing, 
managing the crop in the bin, fusarium, and many others for canola, 
cereals, and pulses. This website is a must have in the toolbox.

Location: keepingitclean.ca 

Field Heroes
An informative website on all-things insect pest related. A special focus 
on ‘beneficial insects’ that add value to cropping systems by helping to 
control yield impacting pests. Tips on scouting, sweeping, great visuals 
of insects, and recent research information on the role insects play in our 
cropping systems.

Location: fieldheroes.ca 

The Canadian Agronomist
The Canadian agronomist is a fantastic tool that translates research into 
agronomic information that can be acted upon on your farm. Including all 
major crops in Western Canada and covering topics ranging from weeds, 
diseases, soils, and more, this is one resource that you will be glad to see 
hitting your inbox. Some recent articles include Reduce clubroot spore 
load by 95% and Understanding the limitations of combine grain-loss 
monitors. 

Location: canadianagronomist.ca 

Canola Watch
An email newsletter and website provided by the Canola Council of 
Canada (CCC) that provides timely agronomy tips based on in-field current 
issues. Free for anyone to sign up. This tool is a mainstay for producers, 
agronomists and retails as content is developed through weekly calls 
between CCC agronomists that discuss challenges currently seen on 
farms. In addition, all historical articles are available on their webpage. 

Location: canolawatch.org

The Growing Point
The agronomy resource brought to you by the Alberta Wheat and Alberta 
Barley Commissions. The Growing Point provides timely agronomy 
information through monthly e-newsletters that include articles, research 
summaries, podcasts with research area experts and videos. Add this tool 
to your toolbelt for timely resources. 

Locations: albertawheat.com/media/the-growing-point or 
albertabarley.com/the-growing-point/

For more information on agronomic tools, check out  
albertawheat.com and albertabarley.com to access the February 2020 
edition of The Growing Point, where you will find in-depth information 
regarding these tools and many others including Canola Calculator, the 
Winter Wheat Production Manual, the Alberta Pulse Grower’s APP,  
and more. 

Like what you just read? 
Subscribe to The Growing Point for more articles, podcasts 
and videos on timely agronomic information for Alberta 
producers. 

albertabarley.com  |  albertawheat.com

albertawheat.com | albertabarley.com

Meet the face behind The Growing Point – Jeremy Boychyn, 
Alberta Wheat and Barley Commission’s agronomy research 
extension specialist. Subscribe online to The Growing Point 
for articles, podcasts and videos on timely agronomic 
information for Alberta Producers.

Subscribe to get the latest articles, podcasts and videos 
that help you make informed decisions on your farm.

This article will quickly highlight tools 
for your agronomy toolbelt and where 
to access them.”

“

7albertawheat.com | albertabarley.com

http://agriculture.alberta.ca/app19/calc/crop/seedcalculator.jsp
http://agriculture.alberta.ca/acis/fusarium-risk-tool.jsp
http://agriculture.alberta.ca/acis/alberta-weather-data-viewer.jsp
http://prairiepestmonitoring.blogspot.com
http://Albertawheat.com/media/the-growing-point
http://fieldheroes.ca
http://canadianagronomist.ca
http://canolawatch.org
http://albertawheat.com/media/the-growing-point
http://albertabarley.com/the-growing-point/
http://albertawheat.com
http://albertabarley.com
http://albertabarley.com
http://albertawheat.com
http://albertawheat.com
http://albertabarley.com
http://albertawheat.com
http://albertabarley.com
http://Albertabarley.com/the-growing-point
http://Albertawheat.com/media/the-growing-point


Phase out of chlorpyrifos (Lorsban)
In early February 2020, Corteva announced that it would be phasing out 
production of the chlorpyrifos chemistry, which is the active ingredient in 
Lorsban. This follows a proposed decision that was released in December 
2019 by Health Canada’s Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) 
which proposed the cancellation of chlorpyrifos containing products due 
to environmental risks. 

The Corteva decision came before the PMRA’s final decision was released.
While Lorsban use in Alberta has been limited to emergency situations, it is 
recognized as the leading product to control wheat midge; a pest whose 
damage can lead to severe downgrading of quality. The decision to phase 
this product out was made due to both a drop in demand for the product, 
and also because of increased regulatory restrictions on the use of the 
product in several jurisdictions. 

Inactive and orphaned wells on agricultural land 
There has been a long-standing issue with the abandonment of well sites 
on property owned by farmers, ranchers and other rural landowners in 
Alberta. There are approximately 160,000 inactive wells in the province 
with about 4680 of those orphaned; meaning a well with no financially 
responsible owner.

Many of these wells have been abandoned for as many of 30 years. Wells 
become abandoned when the oil and gas companies who were granted 
authority to drill and operate wells on rural property become insolvent and 
are unable to take financial accountability for remediation or reclamation of 
the sites once inactive. 

The inactive wells can present problems for land owners as they can 
contaminate the environment and impose financial burden, while also 
making it impossible to use this section of their land. Often landowners 
continue to receive payments for leases, but increasingly the negotiated 
lease payments are being arbitrarily reduced and some landowners are 
not receiving them at all. 

This came to a head in January when the Rural Municipalities Association 
revealed that the same energy companies owed a total of $173 million 
in unpaid property taxes. The long building frustration has prompted 
concerns over farmers’ and ranchers’ rights as well as calls for 
‘unprecedented actions’ in defense of their property rights, including 
turning off power to wells, safely closing valves, or denying access  
to the sites. 

The Farmers’ Advocate Office (FAO) has released a statement advising 
landowners (farmers and ranchers) to seek legal advice to clearly 
understand their rights, responsibilities and risks prior to taking any steps 
to deal with contractual breaches with energy companies who operate or 
have abandoned wells on their property. More information can be found 
by contacting the FAO through the Ag-Info Centre at 310- FARM (3276) or 
by email at aginfocentre@gov.ab.ca.

Farmers who are facing these concerns are encouraged to file their 
complaints with the Surface Rights Board. https://surfacerights.alberta.ca

Farmers and ranchers are being cautioned against illegal action, despite 
frustrations with energy companies who have well sites on their land. 

See the latest GrainsWest edition for a more detailed information on this 
ongoing issue. 

Red Tape Reduction panel – Minister Grant Hunter 
On January 31, 2020, the Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions were 
invited to participate in a Red Tape Reduction roundtable hosted by IBM 
on behalf of the Associate Minister of Red Tape Reduction, Grant Hunter. 
The second of its type across Alberta industries, this roundtable focused 
on the agriculture sector and invited key industry leaders to discuss 
unnecessary regulatory ‘red tape’ challenges stemming from the provincial 
level that are impacting agricultural operations. It was a productive 
engagement and the commission representatives brought forward key 
regulatory concerns on behalf of farmers. It was encouraging to hear the 
alignment on these issues around the room. 

Minister Hunter is working closely with cabinet and all government 
departments towards a one-third reduction in regulatory barriers - the 
platform promise of the UCP government, “to get out of the way of job 
creators and innovators”. He encouraged the agriculture sector to be bold 
in pressing for improvements to farm operations across the province. 

Federal carbon tax 
The federal carbon tax came into effect in Alberta on January 1, 2020, 
although Albertans saw a repeal of their provincial carbon levy just months 
earlier on May 30, 2019. 

The Federal Fuel Charge amount varies by fuel product and the 
Government of Canada has announced targeted, limited relief for certain 
sectors including farmers for marked gasoline and diesel fuel only. This 
was also the case with the provincial carbon levy. To be eligible for the 
exemption farmers must complete and submit an exemption certificate 
form (L402) found on the Canada Revenue Agency website. Forms must 
be submitted to the fuel service provider prior to the time of delivery. 
Delivery drivers may not accept completed certificates from farmers at the 
time of delivery. A certificate must be completed and provided to each 
individual fuel provider. 

The Alberta government repealed the provincial carbon levy on 
May 30, 2019 and launched a constitutional challenge against the federally 
imposed carbon backstop under the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act, 
with the Alberta Court of Appeal. On February 24, 2020 the Alberta Court 
of Appeal ruled that they found the carbon tax to be unconstitutional. 
While the provincial government is calling on the federal government to 
remove the carbon pricing in Alberta, the federal government plans to take 
the matter to the Supreme Court in March of 2020 to appeal this decision.

The Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions, Team Alberta, and other 
industry groups continue to call for exemptions for all farm fuels from the 
carbon tax in order to improve the competitiveness of Alberta farmers.
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With a mission to drive profitability for Alberta’s wheat and 
barley farmers, the Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions 

operate with an integrated management team. 
Our amalgamated staff results in administrative cost savings that allows the commissions to further advance 

innovative research, market access, farm policy and government relations. In this new era of collaboration, the 
Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions serve as leaders in the Canadian agriculture industry. 

Policy TRACKER 
Shannon Sereda, Government Relations and Policy Manager  |  Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions
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