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Getting creative  
amid a pandemic 
Dave Bishop | Alberta Barley chair

These past few months have been a challenge 
to say the least. With the COVID-19 pandemic, 
businesses and organizations have changed the 
way they deliver and provide their services, and 
for Alberta Barley it is no different.

After the cancellation of numerous events 
throughout the agriculture industry, including 
our Malt Academy and Made in Canada Tour, 
Alberta Barley saw an opportunity to take these 
events to a digital platform to educate farmers  
and malt barley value-chain members about 
what we like to call, the ‘Alberta advantage’. 

This past spring, Alberta Barley and the Canadian 
Malting Barley Technical Centre (CMBTC) hosted 
its first-ever farmer-focused digital event, the 
Virtual Malt Academy. The event was an online 
webinar covering topics such as selection of 
malt barley varieties, malting process, how 
to grow malt barley, and a domestic and 
international malt market overview. 

The Virtual Malt Academy had over 45 
participants tune in. If you missed the event, you 
can still tune in by visiting albertabarley.com 
to watch when it’s convenient for you. Alberta 
Barley and CMBTC have found a new digital way 
to communicate with stakeholders and look 
to leverage it with other events, including this 
year’s Made in Canada Tour.

In the summer of 2019, the dynamic duo, Alberta 
Barley and CMBTC, held the first-ever Made 
in Canada Tour. Unlike many other summer 
extension events that focus on showcasing 
research, the Made in Canada Tour was geared 
towards variety acceptance in the malt barley 
value chain. From field to brew, we showcased 
new malt barley varieties to members of the 
value chain including domestic and international 
brewers and exporters. 

This year, to ensure our international buyers and 
exporters are still engaged in the dialogue about 
variety acceptance, Alberta Barley and CMBTC 
are creating a digital crop tour by producing a 
video while also showcasing Western Canada’s 
world-class growing conditions. This video 
will be marketed to international and domestic 
customers to gain more information about 
Canada’s high-quality malt barley. The video will 
also be found on both organizations’ websites.

Despite limited travel options, this video will 
help us maintain our good relations with our 
international malt stakeholders and continually 
propel variety acceptance efforts.

Despite all the challenges COVID-19 has 
presented, Alberta Barley has managed to 
navigate this new normal and still provide access 
to timely, relevant and valuable information for 
producers and malt value chain members.

WheatStalk 2020: adding  
a new dimension to 
delivering value  
Todd Hames | Alberta Wheat Commission chair

You will notice a common theme throughout 
this newsletter: COVID-19 and its far-reaching 
impacts on our industry. Typically, the spring 
and summer seasons are filled with educational 
extension events around the province such as 
field days, crop walks and various tours. Due 
to social-distancing and public health safety 
protocols, many of these events will be taking 
on a new format.

This year, the Alberta Wheat Commission’s 
(AWC) premier extension event, WheatStalk, 
is adopting a more structured approach to 

delivering farmers agronomic solutions. Thanks 
to Alberta Health Services’ (AHS) amendment 
to gathering restrictions, which at the time 
of writing allows for maximum 50 people to 
physical distance in an outdoor setting, we are 
pleased to present an in-person WheatStalk 
event, with virtual options. 

Hosted in partnership with Peace Country Beef 
and Forage Association (PCBFA), WheatStalk 
2020 will be held over two days, August 
6-7, to accommodate one group per day of 
40 producers at PCBFA in Fairview, Alberta. 
The event will feature small groups rotating 
and visiting plots from researchers Dr. Sheri 
Strydhorst, Dr. Bart Lardner, Dr. Brian Beres and 
Dr. Akim Omokanye. With this structure, AWC 
and PCBFA can accomodate and maintain 
social distancing and host WheatStalk safely in 
accordance with AHS protocols.  
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General Manager’s Message
Tom Steve, General Manager | Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions

Agriculture in the driver’s seat 
in the COVID-19 recovery
One of the burning questions about the 
recovery from COVID-19 is which sectors of the 
Alberta economy will lead the way? Oil and 
gas? Unlikely. The airline industry in the home 
province of WestJet? Doubtful. Tourism?  
Not so much.

One sector that has shown its ability to rebound 
time and time again is agriculture and the COVID 
crisis has underlined the critical role that farmers 
play in food security here at home and in 
markets around the world. 

The notion that agriculture and agri-food can 
help Alberta emerge from the economic 
doldrums is a sentiment shared by the Kenney 
government. In late March, the Premier’s 
Economic Recovery Council was formed with a 
mandate to both protect jobs during the crisis 
as well as make recommendations on a path 
forward post-COVID. The council is chaired by 
Dr. Jack Mintz of the School of Public Policy at 
the University of Calgary and includes the likes of 
former Prime Minister Stephen Harper and Clive 
Beddoe, the former CEO of WestJet.

The Premier’s Council subsequently asked the 
Business Council of Alberta (BCA) to form a 
series of sector tables to provide input to their 
discussions — and agriculture and forestry was 
identified as a top priority.

I was honoured to be asked to join the Ag 
and Forestry Economic Recovery Table that is 

chaired by Scott Bolton, the CEO of UFA. Our 
table includes a broad cross-section of ag 
industry leaders too numerous to mention in this 
space but they range from livestock and crops, 
academia, farm machinery, marketing, banking, 
crop input manufacturing and retailing and even 
a former Alberta agriculture and finance minister, 
Doug Horner. Okay, I’ll mention a few more, just 
to give you some perspective. Matt Sawyer, past 
chair of Alberta Barley, Kim McConnell, founder 
of AdFarm, Dr. Stan Blade, Dean of Agriculture, 
U of A and Dr. Kee Jim of Feedlot Health 
Management Services. 

Our group has been meeting regularly by video 
conference to come up with recommendations 
to the Premier’s Council and I can assure you 
our voice is being heard. Our initial focus has 
been on short-term issues such as the beef set 
aside, deficiencies in business risk management 
(BRM) programs and the shortage of personal 
protection equipment for farmers. 

Our recommendations have been compiled into 
a strategic action plan which is now available. 
You can view it on our website here.

In my opinion, we have a tremendous 
opportunity in front of us to re-establish 
agriculture and agri-food as a leading driver 
of economic growth. No other province in 
Canada has the combination of productivity and 
geographical access to markets that Alberta has 
to capitalize on this. Stay tuned. 

Plot2Farm Q&A: Piloting an on-farm research initiative
Alberta Wheat and Barley Commission staff

An on-farm research program called Plot2Farm 
is the Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions’ 
latest creation. Although on-farm research is 
not a new concept – organizations such as 
Alberta Pulse Growers and the Manitoba Wheat 
and Barley Commissions have implemented 
similar initiatives – this new-to-the-commissions 
program is a promising opportunity to engage 
Alberta growers in commission-funded research. 

So, what is Plot2Farm? It’s an easy-to-use 
program that enables Alberta farmers to 
implement on-farm research trials based on 
research and crop management strategies of 
their interest. Through Plot2Farm, farmers can test 
an agronomic management strategy or concept 
(such as new varieties, seeding rates, fertilizer 
placement, or a new tool such as a PGR, etc.) 
on their land, with their equipment, under their 
management style. The end goal is to simply 
analyze how that specific protocol impacts their 
farm and bottom line.

We spoke with Jeremy Boychyn, the Alberta 
Wheat and Barley Commissions’ agronomy 
research extension specialist and Plot2Farm 
agronomist, along with Gordon Ellis and Devin 
Hartzler, the farmers participating in this year’s 
pilot Plot2Farm initiative. 

Jeremy Boychyn (Alberta Wheat and Barley 
Commissions)

The Grain Exchange: How does participating in a 
Plot2Farm trial benefit the farmer? 

Jeremy: There are numerous benefits to the 
farmer. Plot2Farm provides a tangible plan to test 
agronomy management decisions on their farm. 
We work directly with the farmer to develop a 
step-by-step protocol that they can implement. 
Additionally, the program puts added power 
into the hands of the farmer. As we grow this 
program and more farmers implement Plot2Farm 
protocols, they will be better able to maneuver 
through the plethora of crop management 
strategies available to them. 

The Grain Exchange: What are the Plot2Farm 
“protocols” you are referring to? 

Jeremy: Plot2Farm protocols are the blueprint 
for implementing an on-farm trial. The protocols 
test a certain agronomic concept or on-farm 
question. Participating farmers choose the 
concept or question they want to test and we 
(the commissions) develop a protocol to address 
it through their Plot2Farm trial. 

The Grain Exchange: What role does the 
agronomist play in this program?

Jeremy: The agronomist provides the technical 
support to guide the farmer through their 
protocol, from start to finish. In addition, their 
technical expertise helps ensure proper plot 
placement, treatment application, and data 
collection.

The Grain Exchange: Tell us about the Plot2Farm 
box/kit.  

Jeremy: So ultimately, Plot2Farm comes in a 
box! Participating farmers receive a Plot2Farm 
kit that holds all the materials they will need 
to successfully implement their Plot2Farm trial. 
It includes a booklet that outlines protocol 
specifics, a guide for on-farm trials, data 
collection documents (plus a USB containing the 
documents digitally), flags, grain sample bags 
with labels, along with a few other goodies like 
swag. Additionally, the box itself is built to hold 
the grain samples that are sent to 2020 Seed 
Labs for post-harvest analysis. With pre-made 
shipping labels, the farmer just needs to mail 
the box, and results will come back to both the 
farmer and the commissions. We worked hard to 
develop a Plot2Farm kit and program that makes 
the whole process easy for the farmer. 

Gordon Ellis (Olds, Alberta)

The Grain Exchange: What crop management 
strategy are you trialing on your farm through 
Plot2Farm and why? 

Gordon: We’re conducting a CPS wheat trial 
between AC Foremost and AAC Goodwin. For 
a number of years I grew Foremost, but since its 
reclassification to the CNHR class, I’m looking for 
another high-performing CPS wheat variety. This 
Plot2Farm trial will allow us to directly compare 
Goodwin to Foremost.  

The Grain Exchange: What are the potential 
outcomes of your trial and how might they 
benefit your operation? 

Gordon: The ideal outcome is that Goodwin 
yields well and it’s a CPS variety that I can adopt 
into our crop rotation in future years. Through the 
Plot2Farm protocol Jeremy developed, the trial 
data will allow us to analyze yield, standability, 
maturity and seed quality. 

The Grain Exchange: In the past, have you 
experienced any challenges with on-farm 
research? If so, what are the challenges? 

Gordon: I have always been research-oriented, 
so I have done on-farm trials before. Conducting 
research and data collection can be time 
consuming which is a deterrence for me. 
Through Plot2Farm, the agronomist leads the 
data collection. 

The Grain Exchange: Fun question! What item in 
your Plot2Farm kit did you like most?

Gordon: Tape measurers are always handy!

Devin Hartzler (Carstairs, Alberta)

The Grain Exchange: When you heard about 
Plot2Farm, what made you want to participate?

Devin: I have participated in trial work before 
and I enjoy it because it gives you a chance to 
find out what works on your land and operation. 

So, when Jeremy told me about Plot2Farm I 
volunteered to try it out and help with the pilot. 

The Grain Exchange: What crop management 
strategy are you trialing on your farm through 
Plot2Farm and why?

Devin: We’re testing different seeding rates on 
feed barley to see how the yield and tillering 
compares. We’re testing plant stands of 22, 
26, and 30 plants per square foot based on 
thousand kernel weight. 

The Grain Exchange: What are the potential 
outcomes of your trial and how might they 
benefit your operation? 

Devin: The ideal outcome is that the higher 
seeding rates prove to produce a well or high 
yielding barley crop, and also reduce tillering. If 
the crop proves to evenly mature as well, even 
better! 

The Grain Exchange: What was your favourite 
item in the Plot2Farm kit you received?

Devin: I thought the rain gauge was pretty cool! 

Alberta farmers can expect to see more 
on Plot2Farm in the future. To learn more 
or express interest in this program, please 
contact Jeremy Boychyn at jboychyn@
albertawheatbarley.com.
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Does anyone else find it incredibly ironic that AWC’s Woodstock-inspired 
agronomy event is taking on a more orderly format? 

For farmers located in the Peace region, you can stop in to view the research 
plots at PCBFA. These self-directed tours will include signage describing the 
plots’ research protocol. This is another way that PCBFA and AWC are providing 
access to critical research for farmers during a time of social distancing. 

Research is AWC’s largest financial investment and we make it a prority to extend 
new management practices and results to farmers. 

This is only one of the many ways AWC has adapted to the changing social 
landscape during COVID-19. If you are interested in other ways AWC extends 
critical information to farmers including virtual events, online resources, 
information from researchers and industry experts, check out The Growing 
Point’s “In the Field” webinar series, and our Twitter feed (@AlbertaWheat) where 
we share our ongoing efforts regularly.
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Radar may be used to catch speeders, but it is RDAR that will speed 
progress for agriculture. That is the hope for the recently created Results 
Driven Agriculture Research (RDAR). The non-profit organization will 
operate at arm’s-length from the Government of Alberta as it directs 
$37 million annually to research that impacts the crop and livestock 
sectors in the province. RDAR has been established on an interim basis 
through a $2 million grant under the Canadian Agricultural Partnership 
(CAP) administered by Alberta Barley and plans to incorporate and begin 
funding projects by the fall of 2020. 

In molding this new enterprise, interim board chair Dr. David Chalack 
underlined the need for a nimble, efficient and forward-thinking entity to 
serve the industry.

“It’s fine to address the problems farmers face every day and do research 
to alleviate those concerns, but we must also have the vision to, as Wayne 
Gretzky put it, ‘be where the puck is going’. We have to prepare for the 
future and recognize opportunities where they arise, as many projects will 
not see results for several years. We also need to establish criteria on how 
we will measure success, as these are taxpayer dollars and they expect 
results.”

Though the initial war chest for research is $37 million, the board aims 
to leverage those funds to the tune of $100 million or more through 
money from private industry, grants and initiatives from the federal 
government and other provinces.

 “We were critical of the previous government’s approach as they moved 
away from productivity-based research in favor of sustainability, climate 
change and public trust issues,” said Tom Steve, general manager of the 
Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions and RDAR board member. 

Part of the new government’s ag platform involved moving to a farmer-
led research model. They ran consultations on the new model throughout 
the province last fall, meeting with farm organizations and challenging 
boards and commissions to craft the ideal model for ag research. In 
response, the Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions collaborated with 
Alberta Beef Producers on a white paper that recommended an arm’s-
length company led by a farmer board of directors to manage research 
priorities and fund new projects.

“With RDAR, we are trying to set a new vision for ag research in Alberta, 
where farmers set the priorities rather than government,” said Steve. 
“Whether it’s improving yields for the crop sector or enhancing feed 
conversion rates for livestock, research must reflect producer needs.”

The white paper also provided government with recommendations for 
agriculture research in the key areas of policy, funding and capacity. 

“On the funding side, it was important to have a producer board, as we 
want producers making decisions and having input on projects,” said 
Dr. Lauren Comin, director of research at the Alberta Wheat and Barley 
Commissions, and lead writer on the white paper. 

“We also needed to have the crop and livestock sectors at one table,” said 
Comin. “It’s more efficient for administration, and the two sectors are so 
interconnected in Alberta.”

In terms of capacity, the white paper stressed the importance of transition 
plans.

“If the government is going to cut capacity, it’s vital that we establish long-
term, sustainable transition plans that include funding mechanisms,” said 
Comin. “Everyone is feeling the crunch of budget cuts, so we can’t hand 
over a massive program and expect it will be carried out properly without 
funding support.”

From a policy perspective, Comin and her co-authors recognized that 
government would have its own policies and ideology, yet emphasized 
that communication and collaboration with industry are essential to long 
term success.

“The white paper and RDAR represent our efforts to ensure that ag 
research needs are not forgotten, and that we don’t fall behind in the 
course of reducing capacity,” said Comin. “I understand that we are in a 
time of fiscal restraint, but if we don’t nurture innovation, we won’t see 
gains in our industry that will benefit the province’s bottom line.” 

While the white paper laid the foundation for success, there was still a lot 
to be done to get RADR off on the right foot.

“Other startups or committees have been struck by government and then 
fallen silent,” said Chalack. “Minister Dreeshen made it a top priority for the 
board to gather input from primary producers, research institutions and 
businesses.”

To that end, one of the board’s first actions was to establish a 
communications sub-committee led by Tom Steve, which in turn arranged 
virtual town halls to facilitate feedback. So far, they have run four such 
meetings that included producers, regional research associations, 
post-secondary education groups and ag business owners. Each town 
hall involved an update, discussion of the path forward and request for 
feedback via surveys.

“It’s very clear to us that building an effective business plan means 
defining the scope of activities that we will fund, and that requires input 
from people on the ground,” said Chalack. “While we can’t please 
everyone, if we build a proper framework and set of objectives through 
consultation, we can satisfy most of them.”

Like Comin, Chalack is committed to avoiding gaps or lost momentum 
in research funding for agriculture in the transition to a new model. He 
intends to spend the next few months getting the organization up and 
running, with an eye to having the legal structure in place sometime in 
the fall. The goal is to begin funding projects before year’s end and to 
establish a new board structure and CEO early in 2021. 

“It’s premature right now to say how that new board will be selected,” 
said Chalack. “We have to consider the broad scope of activities from 
peer research to knowledge transfer and look at the entire supply chain. 
Agriculture is only as strong as its weakest link. You just have to look at 
what is happening in Alberta today amidst the pandemic to realize the 
vital importance of the supply chain to the success of our industry.”

While there are challenges ahead, everyone involved with RADR feels it 
can steer agricultural research in the right direction. For a sector that is 
often at the mercy of Mother Nature or consumer demands, a properly 
run RDAR could put farmers squarely in the driver’s seat.

Results driven research drives progress 
Geoff Geddes | The Word Warrior

Part of the new government’s ag platform involved 
moving to a farmer-led research model. They ran 
consultations on the new model throughout the 
province last fall, meeting with farm organizations 
and challenging boards and commissions to craft 
the ideal model for ag research. 

Cigi and Cereals Canada merge
Cam Dahl, President | Cereals Canada 
Dean Dias, CEO | Cigi

The Canadian International Grains Institute (Cigi) and Cereals Canada, as 
of June 1, 2020, have amalgamated. This is a positive development. If one 
were to start with a blank page in designing how the cereal grains sector 
were to be represented, we would not have started with two separate 
organizations. But that is not how the sector has developed. Moving 
operations into a single organization under the direction of a single board 
of directors is part of the ongoing evolution of our industry.

Collaboration between Cereals Canada and Cigi started long before 
discussions began on unifying the two organizations. The cohesive 
Canadian voice provided through the annual New Crop Missions is one 
example of the benefits of collaboration. Working together has also 
benefited the industry as a whole, which is one of the key advantages of 
amalgamation. The coordinated approach to outreach from Canada that 
has resulted from our informal collaboration will be cemented in place 
under a single roof.

The consolidated organization is operating under the Cereals Canada 
name, and Cigi has maintained its brand as a division within the 
overarching organization. The organization’s approved governance 
structure has also ensured that all members can shape and influence future 
priorities and initiatives. Early on in the process, the membership of Cigi 
and Cereals Canada agreed to a set of principles that would guide the 
development of the new governance model. These are:

1. The amalgamated organization will be national in 
scope;

2. The full value chain will be represented within the 
organization;

3. Representation at the board table will have a 
linkage to financial contribution to the organization;

4. All members, regardless of representation on the 
Board of Directors, will have the opportunity to 
participate in the work of the organization through 
standing committees and ad hoc working groups; 
and

5. The organization will strive for consensus decision 
making at both the board and member level.

This is an exciting time for Canadian agriculture. We are seeing new 
challenges, like the rapid growth of competitors around the Black Sea and 
the increase of non-tariff trade barriers. We are seeing new opportunities 
with millers in markets like Nigeria and Bangladesh adding Canadian wheat 
to their blends to create cost effective products. New plant breeding 
technologies will allow us to respond more rapidly to the changing 
needs of our customers both in Canada and offshore. We are seeing 
more demands for demonstration of the sustainability of our production 
practices; a task at which Canadian farmers can excel. World markets 
are changing, and the value chain organizations designed to represent 
the industry must continually evolve to adapt to these changes. We are 
excited by the opportunity that this evolution presents and know that a 
new and more effective organization has emerged, one that is built on the 
foundation of success established by both Cigi and Cereals Canada.

3albertawheat.com | albertabarley.com

http://albertawheat.com
http://albertabarley.com


1. Wheat grading modernization

Falling number is an internationally recognized 
test for quality concerns linked to sprouting 
in wheat. While international buyers have 
demanded falling number testing of export 
shipments for many years, the Canadian Grain 
Commission (CGC) chooses to use visual 
indicators for sprouting. However, these 
standards have twice proven to be insufficient. 
Poor regional weather during harvest in 2016 
and 2019 resulted in wheat quality that cannot 
be reliably determined by the eye alone. This 
resulted in grain companies adding a minimum 
falling number to their delivery contracts and 
implementing widespread testing across the 
prairies. 

Having wheat subject to falling number through 
a contractual obligation means that a quality 
attribute, which significantly impacts the value 
of the farmer’s wheat, is completely beyond 
the oversight of our industry’s regulator, the 
CGC. Since 2016, when grain companies began 
implementing falling number into contract specs, 
a farmer’s wheat is subject to testing with no 
authority to appeal to if the farmer has concerns 
about the results. 

AWC’s position is that the quality standards 
administered by the should reflect the demands 
of today’s international grain trade. The CGC 
should replace ineffective visual grading factors 
for sprouting with objective falling number 
testing. This is an absolute minimum ask to 
ensure the quality standards for farmers’ grain 
deliveries are incorporating the requirements 
that farmers face today. AWC will also 
encourage the CGC to review their standards to 
ensure they continually represent the demands 
of international markets.

2. Ending costly duplication of vessel 
inspections

AWC is advised that roughly 80 per cent of 
export shipments are being double inspected: 
once by a mandatory CGC inspection, and 
once by a private third party. Additionally, most 
international buyers have contract stipulations 
that require exporters to procure shipment 
inspections from a private firm. This means that 
the Canadian law requiring the CGC to inspect 
exports is resulting in redundant inspections, 
which increase the costs to export grain by 
adding unnecessary administration.

Several reasons have been given for the 
increasing use of private inspections, rather 
than a reliance on inspections performed by the 
CGC. Grain companies have raised concerns  
about deficiencies in the CGC inspection 
services. International export agreements have 
modern testing requirements, such as testing 
for mycotoxins and falling number, which the 
CGC inspection does not perform. Further, it 
has become standard practice for international 
buyers to purchase grain from multiple countries 
with the intention of blending the grain. These 
buyers prefer to have the same inspection firm 
conducting all shipment inspections to ensure 
consistency between reports.

In addition, the CGC is in a unique and 
potentially conflicting role serving as both 
the regulator and service provider. When a 
regulatory agency such as the CGC operates 
on a cost-recovery basis, there is an inherent 
risk that budgetary needs will drive policy as 
opposed to what may be in the best interests 
of Canada’s grain sector – which should be the 
CGC’s mandate and role.

3. Reduce CGC surplus through 
reduced fees

While the CGC states that they operate on 
a cost-recovery basis, the current system 
for setting fees has resulted in a surplus of 
approximately $130 million. This surplus itself is 
evidence of a systematic problem in the way 
the CGC sets their fees. It represents millions-of-
dollars in additional costs that were needlessly 
placed on the agricultural sector – costs that 
were ultimately borne by farmers through lower 
grain prices. Unfortunately, our regulator shows 
more interest in consulting on the use of the 
surplus rather than addressing the flaws in the 
system that causes the surplus to continually 
grow.

As the surplus represents dollars taken from the 
agricultural sector for the purpose of running 
the operations of the CGC, AWC continues to 
advocate that the CGC’s fee should be reduced 
below the costs of operations for a period of 
time. The CGC’s deficit should be met from the 
surplus funds, and the fee reduction should 
continue until the surplus is drawn down to an 
amount appropriate for a contingency fund. 
AWC views this as the only option that aligns 
with the original intent of the user fees.

Growing up on the family farm near Innisfail, 
Alberta, Wade McAllister’s plan was to carry 
on the family legacy and work on Antler 
Valley Farm. But Wade kept an open mind as 
his father would remind him, “the farm will 
always be here”. As luck would have it, in 
2006 Wade stepped in to a helicopter for the 
first time and a year later he was flying one.

For years the McAllister family vacationed near 
Salmon Arm, British Columbia. For Father’s Day 
in 2006, Wade’s family went on a helicopter 
tour at the Three Valley Gap near Revelstoke, 
BC. 

“I was 18 at the time and I had never been in a 
helicopter before. Neither had my dad, brother 
or mom,” says Wade. It wasn’t until the family 
realized the pilot was only two years older 
than Wade, when a little bit of fear and a lot of 
curiosity struck. 

“My mom was initially freaking out about a ‘kid’ 
flying the helicopter,” Wade laughs. “Obviously 
our pilot was certified, so we went up and I just 
started chatting with him throughout the flight. I 
was curious about his flight schooling, training, 
the time it took and all that jazz.” 

After soaring through the peaks of the Rockies 
and talking with the pilot throughout the tour, 
Wade knew that wasn’t the last time he would 
be in a helicopter. 

“When we landed I immediately thought that 
was one of the coolest things I have ever done, 
and I also have the potential to do something 
like this.”

That same night, back at the family vacation 
spot in Salmon Arm, Wade took to Google 
and found a flight training school in Kelowna 
called OK Heli. A couple of days later, Wade 
visited the OK Heli training centre, met with the 
instructors and had an interview. He left there 
registered to begin his helicopter flight training 
in the fall. 

Fast forward one-year to the spring of 2007, 
Wade completed his schooling and training 
at the top of his class and was hired upon 
graduation to work as a pilot in the charter 
division of OK Heli. 

“I think being a farmer really helped in my 
training. I was familiar with equipment, 
machinery, and safety is a top priority on the 

farm so that was second-nature to me. All of 
those skills were transferable to my training and 
I think my instructors really noticed that.”

Wade lived in BC for the next four years gaining 
experience in many different areas of piloting 
work. From chartering tourists, to fighting forest 
fires, to moving rigs and drills up to the Arctic, 
Wade quickly gained unique experience as a 
young helicopter pilot. 

In the spring of 2011, the family farm was 
picking-up and getting busy, all while Wade’s 
father Wayne was ready to slow down. Wade 
decided it was time to transition back to the 
farm. 

“My brother Scott and I were both ready to 
come back to the farm full-time, but I also 
wanted to keep my pilot’s licence up. Ever 
since returning to the farm, I complete my 
mandatory annual medical and get a few hours 
of flying in every year. It’s like riding a bike.”

Since Wade’s return to Antler Valley Farm, 
Wade has been full-time farming, raising a 
family, and scheduling in the occasional flight 
to keep his skills up. In the spring of 2019, an 
unexpected and fitting opportunity arose 
with Ahlstrom Air Ltd. based out of Nordegg, 
Alberta.

“I went up to the Ahlstrom centre just to fly for 
the day, and by the end of the day they asked 
if I wanted to work for them part-time during 
the summer.” 

Wade agreed, as long as the company could 
be flexible with the farm since farming comes 
first. 

“Ahlstrom was accommodating with my 
situation and here we are.”

Wade now flies part-time during the summer 
months with Ahlstrom Air as a relief pilot. 
Ahlstrom Air offers firefighting, search and 
rescue, tree planting, fishery pond restocking, 
snowpack recovery, among other services. 

Wade farms on Antler Valley Farm with his 
brother Scott, his father Wayne and mother 
Sherri. Wade married his wife Sabrina in 2012. 
They have two daughters, Mia and Macy.

Transferable skills: farming and flying 
Erin Tateson, Marketing and Communications Coordinator | Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions 

The CGC should replace 
ineffective visual grading factors 
for sprouting with objective 
falling number testing.

The Alberta Wheat Commission (AWC) continues to advocate for modernization of the Canadian Grain Act. Prior to the 
pandemic, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada planned to hold a consultation on changes to the act throughout May. While 
the consultation has been postponed, AWC continues to consult with farmers to ensure the act addresses and reflects the 
problems they face today. AWC will be advocating for three positions once the consultations begin. 

Modernizing the Canada Grain Act to better 
address farmers’ concerns
Geoff Backman, Markets and Business Development Manager | Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions
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The Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions 
have a mandate to support research and it is 
our top priority. Research is essential to allowing 
producers to adapt to changing environments 
and threats, and remain competitive in a global 
marketplace. 

The COVID-19 global pandemic has affected 
everyone in ways we never imagined. 
Agricultural research has not escaped its 
impact. The commissions have over $6 million 
of combined active research projects, as well 
as a number of new projects that are under 
consideration for funding by both commissions. 
Our research partners include the major 
agricultural research institutions across the 
prairies, as well as colleges and applied research 
associations. With seeding deadlines looming, 
all organizations have adapted their processes 
to comply with health and safety restrictions 
imposed. While many organizations are able 
to continue work on existing projects others 
have taken a different approach, upsetting 
the delicate collaborative research network 
established in Western Canada.

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC), the 
largest provider of cereal genetics in Canada 
with critical capacity in agronomy, has been slow 
to make decisions regarding the field season. 
On April 22, AAFC management including the 
Deputy Minister of Agriculture, Chris Forbes, 
held a call with crop groups and indicated that 
operations will be scaled back to critical services 
only. Field-based research projects that require 
physical presence in fields or laboratory facilities, 
and non-field research in laboratories and 
greenhouses, will not be conducted. 

The critical services involve a limited number 
of AAFC staff focused exclusively on care of 
livestock and insect colonies, maintenance of 
genetic material, and maintenance of specialized 
laboratory equipment and biocontainment 
facilities. AAFC will allow for the distribution 
of breeder seed to seed producers, and the 
mitigation of pest infestation on AAFC land to 
protect adjacent property. Other allowable 
activities include protecting and maintaining 
assets to preserve long-term integrity such as 
genetic material, land, orchard and vineyard 
stewardship (i.e. seeding crops, applying 

fertilizer, pruning and spraying vineyards and 
maintaining long-term crop rotations). AAFC will 
also maintain research infrastructure (i.e. irrigation 
systems or major scientific equipment). 

On May 8, an update was provided that AAFC 
will allow for limited activity in the areas of 
co-op, early generation and agronomy trials, 
integrated pest management research, and 
environmental sampling critical for spring. 
Project specific information was not provided. 

On April 23, the Alberta Wheat and Barley 
Commissions, along with our prairie wheat 
and barley commission partners, requested 
that AAFC work within the health and safety 
guidelines to develop contingency plans to 
continue their field research work. This includes 
providing essential cooperative and disease 
testing for the variety registration process for a 
number of institutions. 

AAFC’s inability to develop work-arounds is 
particularly frustrating given that universities, 
including the University of Alberta, and provincial 
research groups have been able to continue 
their work by implementing physical distancing 
and sanitization protocols. At the University of 
Alberta, committees have been put into place to 
assess research programs and ensure protocols 
are established. This includes the Agriculture, 
Life and Environmental Science (ALES) Field 
Research Committee, tasked with the review and 
evaluation of field research requests to ensure 
project work can be conducted while prioritizing 
the safety of the community, staff and students. 

Regardless of efforts to mitigate interruptions 
to research, it is expected that the effects of 
COVID-19 on the research continuum will be 
felt for many years to come. Field experiments 
which include set rotations will need to be 
adjusted and experimental genetic lines which 
are not seeded and/or harvested may miss 
one to two years of advancement. While a full 
assessment of consequences has not been 
conducted, the Alberta Wheat and Barley 
Commissions, along with our funding partners, 
are encouraging all research partners to reach 
out to us so we can work together to ensure 
minimal interruptions in information flow and 
new variety delivery to producers.

Effects of COVID-19 on Canadian 
agricultural research
Lauren Comin, Director of Research | Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions 

The AdvancingAg Future Leaders Program focuses on mentoring 
young agriculture professionals. The Alberta Wheat and Barley 
Commissions conceived this first-of-its-kind program in 2017 to develop 
strong leaders for a progressive and vibrant crop sector with a specific 
focus on young agricultural enthusiasts. The intent is for graduates of 
this program to continue on in their careers, better able to manage 
their operations, or influence and shape the crop sector as agriculture 
professionals. The industry leaders selected as mentors are paired with 
the young producers and professionals to impart their knowledge and 
experience, as well as to facilitate key potential learning and training 
opportunities. 

Meet the faces of the AdvancingAg class of 2020, along with their 
takeaways and highlights from their mentorship experience.

Mentee: Abhinandan Kumar
Location: Calgary, Alberta
Mentor: David Simbo

Agriculture is a huge and essential industry. My focus during this program 
was to carefully recognize and understand how a range of niche and 
interdependent industries work together to accomplish simple yet highly 
sophisticated agricultural practices to profitability. When I heard about this 
program from my friend, I imagined this to be an excellent platform for 
such exposure. Keeping up with the expectations, I was able to expand 
my network and meet world leaders in various agricultural domains 
ranging from farm engineering to the research and development giants 
driving discoveries for better agriculture.”

Mentee: Ashley Smith
Location: Dawson Creek, British Columbia
Mentor: Kim McConnell

My mentorship has enabled me to challenge my thought process on 
where I see the need of producers and industry leaders to speak up to 
further develop the relationship with our consumers. No matter what 
part of our industry I have been involved in – from family owned and 
operated cow-calf production, crop production consulting, and now to 
brand management with a crop input manufacturer – at my core I still 
see the need for all levels of industry to unite at the table together in 
strengthening of our voice in building the trust with our consumers.”

Mentee: Roddy Campbell 
Location: Calgary, Alberta 
Mentor: Bill Chapman

My focus for the AdvancingAg program was to develop a deeper 
understanding of the disconnected relationship between urban and rural 
communities while also learning more regarding plant physiology and 
the industry challenges grain farmers face.”

Mentee: Jordyn Prior 
Location: Irma, Alberta
Mentor: Janine Paly

One of the biggest takeaways I’ve learned during this program is 
that the greatest educational and personal growth experiences 
occur outside your comfort zone. I had the opportunity to attend a 
high-end marketing conference known as The Gathering in Banff, 
where professionals like the Marketing Director of Yeti, Skittles, 
MacDonald’s, Tim Hortons, etc. presented and were available for 
intimate conversations. While I was intimidated by these leaders and 
their accomplishments, I pushed myself to interact and ask them what 
advice and tips they might have for agriculture.”

Mentee: David Pinzon
Location: Calgary, Alberta
Mentor: Ben Graham

My biggest takeaway from being an AdvancingAg mentee was learning 
that communicating in agriculture must be tailored to every audience. We 
as communicators must respect each audience’s specific needs and level 
of understanding. Empathy is critical to understand someone else’s point 
of view, and eventually influence their views.”

Mentee: Matija Stanic
Location: Calgary, Alberta
Mentor: Sarah Foster

The most important lesson that I learned is that the agriculture industry is 
far more than simply knowledge of crops and cultivation. It is a complex 
integrated whole with cooperating parts of a highly diverse nature. I 
learned that it is not enough to simply strive to understand the plants 
in the lab, but that so much learning and experience comes from truly 
working with the plants in the field and communicating with the farmers 
that are actually cultivating these important crop on a large scale.”

Mentee: Candy Roberts
Location: Calgary, Alberta
Mentor: Syeda Khurram

A highlight for me was back in March, (before COVID had caused as 
much impact as it has on our industry) I participated in a discussion via 
video call with the House of Commons Standing Committee through 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada on business risk management 
programs. It’s my observation that many in government do not 
understand the challenges faced by producers at the farm level. It was 
an opportunity to speak out for our industry and remind the government 
that farmers need help as the viability of Canadian farms is in jeopardy.”

Future industry leaders reflect on 
mentorship program takeaways
Erin Tateson, Marketing and Communications Coordinator | Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions 
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Real conversations with industry 
influencers and policy makers.  

Listen on 

present their brand-new podcast… 

Real conversations with industry 
influencers and policy makers.  

Listen on 

present their brand-new podcast… Frustration and perseverance in Ottawa
Branden Leslie, Manager of Policy and Government Relations | Grain Growers of Canada

Our world has changed over the last few 
months, and we still do not know what our new 
normal will look like. COVID-19 has had serious 
economic impacts in the short term, and until 
a vaccine is developed, those effects may only 
compound. Despite the uncertainty, we do 
know that farmers will continue to do what they 
do best; produce safe, nutritious and affordable 
food for Canadians and the world.

The operations of government, including 
lobbying in the nation’s capital has also 
changed. Although as staff we have been 
forced to work from home like many others, 
GGC has been actively engaged with the 
offices of various Ministers and MPs, ensuring 
that the needs of the grain sector are known 
and considered. 

Essentially, the focus of all of government is 
squarely on the COVID-19 response, and there 
is little appetite to engage on anything that isn’t 
directly COVID-19 related. Given that the grains 
sector has been less directly impacted than 
sectors such as beef and pork, that COVID-19 
focus seems to have allowed the federal 
government to make a political calculation to 
forego meaningful support for our sector. 

While we continue to make it clear to the 
government what actions are needed to ensure 
the sustainability of the family farm, I’ll admit 
it’s tough not to get frustrated. If it wasn’t clear 
before, it should be now. These decisions 
are about politics, not the prosperity of rural 
communities. 

While there are commodities such as corn 
that have been hit hard by the decrease in 
demand for ethanol, on the whole we cannot 
reasonably say COVID-19 is the root of all the 
challenges facing our sector. That laundry list 
of issues such as market access losses, rail 
disruptions, and poor weather are well known, 
and have put many operations in a precarious 
financial position heading into this pandemic. 

Knowing that, we have worked closely with 
other sector advocacy groups to ensure we 
have a united front on one important file; 
Agri-Stability reform. Our industry partners all 
agree that the federal government must take 
a leadership role and make the necessary 
investment to return the 85 per cent trigger 
for the remainder of the Canadian Agricultural 
Partnership, and remove the reference margin 
limits. 

Minister Bibeau has heard that message loud 
and clear, and she has acknowledged changes 
are necessary. However, so far all they have 
offered is an extension to apply, and a fancy 
new calculator on their website. 

Agri-Stability may not be a panacea for all 
sectors of our industry, but it’s the simplest 
existing solution the government has at their 
disposal to help those farms that need it, when 
they need it. It also doesn’t solve the many 
trade issues such as non-tariff trade barriers that 
we continue to face. Advocacy to resolve those 
challenges will continue when government has 
the capacity and willingness to act. 

We don’t know what challenges may lay 
ahead, but we do know that we will continue 
to advance the interests of Canadian grain 
growers in every way we can, through every 
possible avenue we can.

KEEP IT CLEAN:  
FOLLOW THE LABEL
Your on-farm practices can help protect market access for 
all. Always follow the label on all crop protection products 
for application rate, timing and pre-harvest interval (PHI).

RATE: Always follow the correct application rate. 

TIMING: Apply crop protection products only  
at the recommended crop stage.

PHI: Stick to the PHI – the number of days  
between spraying and cutting the crop.

Remember – off-label use is illegal  
and may result in unacceptable  
residues, putting the marketability  
of your crop at risk.

Learn more at  
keepingitclean.ca/follow-the-label

FARMCASHADVANCE.COM

APPLY NOW

Advance Payments 
Program

Programme de 
paiements anticipés

SAVE THE  
HARD WORK  
FOR THE FIELD

Protect your investment – use only 
acceptable crop protection products
A message from Keep it Clean 

Cereal growers, you can protect your investment 
by applying only acceptable crop protection 
products – those that are registered for use on 
your crop in Canada and won’t create trade 
concerns – and by using them as directed on 
the product label.

This growing season, there are three crop 
protection product active ingredients which 
may create market risk if used on cereal crops – 
chlormequat (e.g. Manipulator), glyphosate (e.g. 
Roundup) and saflufenacil (e.g. Kixor, Heat).

CHLORMEQUAT
Please note: this year, chlormequat (Manipulator) 
was registered for use on oats and barley.

• BE INFORMED: Before using chlormequat on 
malt barley, check with your grain buyer to 
confirm contract obligations and acceptance. 
A number of maltsters and grain companies 
will not be accepting shipments of malt barley 
that have been treated with chlormequat in 
2020.

GLYPHOSATE
• DO NOT USE: Malt barley will not be accepted 

by grain buyers if treated with pre-harvest 
glyphosate. Do not use glyphosate on malt 
barley.

• BE INFORMED: Only use pre-harvest 
glyphosate on barley and wheat once the 
least mature part of the field is at less than 30% 
grain moisture.

• BE INFORMED: Oats may not be accepted if 
treated with pre-harvest glyphosate; consult 
your grain buyer before use. Where permitted, 
ensure the least mature part of the field is at 
less than 30% grain moisture before applying 
pre-harvest glyphosate.

SAFLUFENACIL
• DO NOT USE: Malt barley will not be accepted 

by grain buyers if treated with saflufenacil. Do 
not use saflufenacil on malt barley.

Help uphold Canada’s global reputation for 
quality and safety by keeping market access top-
of-mind and taking the steps to Keep it Clean 
throughout the growing season. Additional 
information, including tips to ensure product 
residues remain below maximum residue limits 
(MRLs), is available at keepingitclean.ca/cereals.
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Ideal Fusarium Head Blight fungicide application timing
Jeremy Boychyn, Agronomy Research Extension Specialist | Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions

Fusarium Head Blight (FHB), unlike a vegan, cannot be easily ignored. 
The first report of Fusarium graminearum (Fg) in Alberta occurred in 1989. 
In 2016, a survey conducted in Alberta revealed that 26.5 per cent of 
samples from surveyed fields tested positive for Fg. This disease causes 
hundreds of millions of dollars in lost value to farmers in Canada each year. 
Management and monitoring of this disease at the farm level is crucial to 
minimize its potential impact to your bottom line. 

If you have the mindset of “not in my backyard”, it may be a good idea to 
think again. FHB has moved into numerous locations once thought to be 
out of reach for the impactful cereal disease.

The best form of FHB management is a multi-pronged, full-farm approach 
through the appropriate agronomic steps to mitigate FHB risk on your 
farm. Your last line of defense against FHB is foliar protection in the form of 
a fungicide. 

Proper timing of your fungicide application is fundamental to extracting 
the most value from its cost. Doing so helps reduce the number FHB 
damaged kernels and level of mycotoxins found in the grain. Historically, 
application timing is targeted when the majority of the field has the main 
tillers starting to flower. However, recent research1 shows that timing is a 
bit more nuanced than that. 

For wheat, the spray window begins when most 
(75 per cent) of the wheat heads on the main stems 
are fully emerged from the boot. The window ends 
when 50 per cent of the heads on the main stems are 
in flower and are showing yellow anthers. The total 
number of days between beginning and end of the 
spray window will vary depending on temperature 
and moisture availability, but it generally ranges 
from five to seven days. The focus of a fungicide 
application should be to protect as much of the head 
tissue in your crop as possible.

You will notice that the recommendation revolves around the timing of 
the main stems. That is because these heads contribute the most to yield 
and quality. However, secondary tillers can (and will) become infected as 
well. This further reinforces the need to ensure you are using quality seed 
that is seeded for consistent emergence and maturity at recommended 
seeding rates, and with a seed treatment if necessary. When these tactics 

are implemented, you will see fewer secondary tillers that are susceptible 
to infection due to later head.

Considering barley flowers while the head is still in 
the boot, timing is a little different and should focus 
instead on head emergence. The goal with barley 
is to wait until most (if not all) of the heads have 
emerged from the boot. Once this occurs you want 
to spray within the next two to three days.

That being said, fungicide timing doesn’t just depend on stage of the 
crop. Environmental considerations are also important. Without the 
correct environmental conditions, FHB may be at higher or lower risk. This 
is why the Alberta Wheat Commission worked with Alberta Agriculture 
and Forestry to develop the Fusarium Risk Tool. As your crop begins to 
complete flag emergence, use the risk tool to see potential risk of FHB in 
your area. If the risk is already high as you head into this first one to two 
days of the application window, you likely want to spray within one to 
three days of head emergence. If the risk is low at flag leaf emergence 
but starts to increase as heads finish emerging, a later application towards 
when fifty per cent of main stem heads are flowering would likely be 
warranted. The important part is that ideal spray timing is not completely 
dependent on anthesis timing. The environment and its impact on spore 
load and conditions for infection also play a fundamental role.

Coming soon
This new website will provide all the information 
you need to put an integrated management 
program to work using the most recommended 
best management tools. Visit manageFHB.ca to 
learn more.
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Meet the face behind The Growing Point –  
Jeremy Boychyn, Alberta Wheat and 
Barley Commissions’ agronomy research 
extension specialist.

1. Cowger et al. 2009; D’Angelo et al. 2014; Freije and Wise 2015; Paul et al. 2018, 
Turkington personal communication.

Like what you just read? 
Subscribe to The Growing Point for more articles, podcasts and 
videos on timely agronomic information for Alberta producers. 

albertabarley.com/the-growing-point  
albertawheat.com/media/the-growing-point

Get the latest articles, podcasts and videos that help  
you make informed decisions on your farm.
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Weekly COVID-19 industry impact 
e-newsletter
As part of our ongoing efforts to keep farmers 
apprised of the farm related impacts of the 
COVID-19 crisis, the Alberta Wheat and Barley 
Commissions release a weekly e-newsletter 
called ‘COVID-19 Impact Analysis for Farmers’. 
Released every Monday morning, the 
e-newsletter includes a weekly overview of the 
latest developments that have been identified 
by the commissions’ team and partners. The 
commissions’ priorities during this pandemic 
include continuity of the grain supply chain, 
fluidity of grain transportation, and ensuring 
business risk programs reflect the changing 
needs of farmers throughout this time. 

During this time of navigating unprecedented 
territory, the commissions intend to release the 
COVID-19 newsletter weekly and will continue to 
do so until no longer needed. Subscribe today 
at albertawheat.com or albertabarley.com to 
receive updates about the ongoing situation. 

Re-evaluation decision to cancel 
strychnine and end-use products
On March 4, 2020, the Pest Management 
Regulatory Agency (PMRA) announced a final 
decision to cancel the registration of strychnine 
and all other associated end-use products 
used to control Richardson’s ground squirrels. 
A three-year phase out schedule is being 
proposed. Beginning in year one, phase out 
sales by registrant; year two, phase out sales by 
retailer; and year three, permitted-use is phased 
out completely. The Alberta Wheat and Barley 
Commissions, in collaboration with Team Alberta 
members, initially submitted to the consultation 
process conveying the need for continued 
registration with distribution control, so farmers 
can access the product on an emergency basis. 
We are currently working on filing a notice of 
objection to the PMRA’s decision prior to the  
July 2, 2020 deadline. 

Orphan and inactive wells: oilfield 
service companies receive stimulus 
funding
Mainly funded by the federal government’s 
COVID-19 Economic Response Plan, the Alberta 
government announced a process to pay out 
close to $1 billion in cleanup grants to oilfield 
service companies. Launched on May 1, 2020, 
the grant is part of the Site Rehabilitation 
Program. The program is expected to create 
around 5,200 jobs in Alberta. 

In April, the Prime Minster announced a $1.7 
billion investment into cleaning up orphaned 
and abandoned oil and gas wells across 
the western provinces. This is on the heels 
of an earlier announcement by the Alberta 
government in March 2020 of a $100 million loan 
to the Orphan Wells Association to help cleanup 
efforts. Many critics wonder how this enforces 
the ‘polluter pays’ principle by allocating public 
funds to this cleanup initiative. Further, concerns 
have been voiced around how much of this 
funding will go back to farmers and landowners 
in delinquent payments, and improving the 
Surface Rights Board’s capacity to deal with 
backlogged applications to compensate 
landowners accordingly. The Alberta Wheat and 
Barley Commissions continue to look into this 
issue. 

Farm Implement and Dealership Act
On March 31, 2020, the Farm Implement and 
Dealership Act came into full force, combining 
two important pieces of legislations that not 
every provinces’ farmers are privy to; the 
Farm Implement Dealership Act and the Farm 
Implement Act. The act had been around since 
the mid-1960s and was meant to enforce a 
certain level of obligation on machinery dealers 
pertaining to their support and service to 
farmers’ machinery purchases.

The new combined act includes revised statutes 
that seek to address gaps in the previous 
legislation and add more clarity. Further, it 
expands the opportunity for commissions like 
the Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions 
to participate on the Farm Implement Board. 
The Farmers Advocate Office both administers 
the act by resolving complaints and provides 
support to the board. 

Code of Practice 
Despite the many variables that have changed 
the way we work, the Canadian Roundtable 
for Sustainable Crops, led by Executive Director 
Susie Miller and Steering Committee Chair 
Cam Dahl, has continued to move forward on 
the development of the Code of Practice for 
the grain sector. The various committees met 
throughout March and April to advance the 
sections of the code and the communication 
strategy. The Code Development Committee 
is planning to meet in July to finalize the draft 
of the code and discuss the stakeholder 
consultations to be held in the fall of 2020. 
The implementation of the Code of Practice 
will begin in 2021 and is expected to be fully 
implemented by December 2021. 
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With a mission to drive profitability for Alberta’s wheat and 
barley farmers, the Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions 

operate with an integrated management team. 
Our amalgamated staff results in administrative cost savings that allows the commissions to further advance 

innovative research, market access, farm policy and government relations. In this new era of collaboration, the 
Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions serve as leaders in the Canadian agriculture industry. 

Policy TRACKER 
Shannon Sereda, Government Relations and Policy Manager | Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions
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